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VVith al his life and fortune, how 


he was ſubtill, wiſe, and borne in Greece, hot fat 
from Troy the great , ina Towne named Amonio. 
He was of all other men weſt deformed and euill ſhapr not hee 
had a great Head, 2 large Vilige, long lawes, hart e Ey cs thort 
Necke, crook-Backec, great Belly, great Legges, large fee: e. And 
yet that which was worſe, he was dumbe, and could not ſpt ake. 
But notwitliſtanding this, he had a ſingular wit 15d was 
very ingenious and ſuhtill in cauillations, and pica- 
ſlant in words after ne came to 
his ſpcech. 


WHEREVNTO IS ADDED THE 
Fables of Awuian : and alſo the Fable of Al honcc, with the 
Fables of Poge the Forer tine, very pleaſant 
to bee read. 
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8 IęꝑꝓqMhe life of Efope- « 


This Hiſtorie maketh mention , how Eſope excuſed 
himſelte before his Lord, for eating of 
the Figges. 


A Nd fozaſmuch as his Lozd to whom Eſop was 
bound, ſuppoſed that he was not peofitable, be 
ſenthun to labour in the fields, and to digge and 
delue in the earth. And on a dap. ab his Lozd walkes 
in the fields, one of his labourers gathered figs, and 
pꝛeſented them vnto him, ſaying. Py Loꝛd, take theſe 
Nigs as foꝛ the firſt fruit of thy field. And the Loꝛd res 
ceiued them topfully, and deliuered them to his ſer- 
want Agapotus, charging him to keepe them till he re- Wiles 
turned from his baine. And ithapned,that Eſop coms AM 
ming from his labour, demanded his dinner, like as he i 
was accuſtomed;and Agapotus which kept the figges 1 
ate of them, and ſaid to one of his fellowes, It A did . 
| not doubt and feare my Maſter, J would eate all theſs 
| figs. Ind his fellow ſaid,if thou wilt let me cafe with 
ther, J ſhall finde a craft that wee ſhall haue neyther 
blame ne harme therefoꝛe. Dow may that be, ſaid Aga- 
potus? To whom his fellow ſaid, hen my Lozd ſhall 
{ come home, we will ſay to him, that Eſop had eaten 
them. And becauſe he cannot ſpeake, he ſhall not ex⸗ 
" cuſehimſelfe,and therefoze he ſhall be well beaten: and 
bereupon they went and ate the figs betweene them 
both, ſaying; this villaine ſhall be well beaten. And 
when their Loꝛd came home, he commanded Agapo- 
tus to bzing him the figs:and Agapotus faid vnto him, 
Sir, when Eſop tame from his labour from the ſield, 
he found the teller open, and went in without reaſon, 
and bath eats all the r And when the — 
eard 


The life of Eſope. 
. this, he was much angry, and ſaid: call to mee 
Eſop, to whom he laid, thou counterſeit churle, how is 
this hapned, that thou haſt not bien afraid to eate my 
figges⸗whereof Eſope was afraide, and beheld them 
that had accuſed him. And the Loꝛd commanded to 
fake off his clothes and let him be beaten, butt he knee» 
led downe at the Mods ſcete, and by ſignes (becauſe 
he could not ſpcake) pꝛay ed his Loꝛd to giue him ſpace 


to excuſe him:⁊ his L0:d granted it to him And anon 


after, he tocke a veilell tull of hot water, which was on 
the fire, and powꝛed the ſame ite abaſcr,and dꝛanke 
thereof. And anon after he put his finger into his 
mouth, and caſt vp all that was in his le mack, which 
was onelp water, toꝛ that day he had taſted nothing 
but water:and he pꝛaped that his accuſcrs might ſem⸗ 
blably dzinke of the water as he had done. And lo they 
did, and held their hand beloꝛe their mouth becauſe 
they would not vomit. But becauſe the water was 
hot, and their ſtomackes reſolucd by the water, they 
vomited vp the water, and the ügges together. And 
when the Loꝛd ſaw it, he ſaid to them, Mhy hane pe 
lied to me againſt this Eſop which cannot ſpeake? and 
then he commanded to ſpoiie them, and beate them 
openly, ſaping:c Agoſocuet doth, oz lapeth wong vp⸗ 
on other, ſhall be puniſhed with the lame paine that is 
due therefoze. And theſc things ſeene x experimented, 
Eſopreturned againe to his labour. And as he labou- 
red in the field, there came a pꝛieſt named Iſidis, which 
went toward the citie and had loſt his way. And hee 
ſeeing Eſop, pzaycd him that he would ſhew him the 
right way to the Citie. And Eſop receiued him toy- 
faily, and made him to fit downe vnder a figge free, 

and 
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and ſet befoze him bꝛead, hearbes, figges and Dates, 


and made ſignes to him to cate, and drew water of a 
pit, and gaue him to dzinke. And when hee had well 


eaten, he tooke him by the hand, and ſet him in the 


right way foꝛ to goe to the Citie. After which things 
done, the Pꝛieſt lift vp his hand to heauen, making his 
pꝛapers to the gods ſoz Eſope, of whem he receiued 
ſo good refreſhing. | | 
How the Goddeſſe of Hoſpitalitie gaue 
fpcech of tongue to Eſop, and how 
6 he was ſold. 

Den Eſop returned to his labour, and after when 

he had wel laboured, ſoꝛ to eſchew the great heate 

ol the Sun (after this vlage) he went into the ſhadow 
loz to reſt and ſleepe vnder a tree. And when the God⸗ 
deſſe of Holpitality appeared vnto him, and gaue him 
Sapiente and Abilitie, alſo ſhe gaue to him the gift of 
ſpeech.foꝛ to ſpeake diuers fables and inuentions, as 
to him which was right deuout to holpitalitie. And 
after when Eſop was awaked, he began to ſay to him- 
ſelfe, J haue not onely ſlept and ſweetly teſted, hut al- 
ſo J haue hada faire dzeame, & without any impeach- 
ment, I ſpeake,and all that J ſee Jcail by their pꝛoper 
names: as an hoꝛſe, an oxe, a cheriot, and to all other 
things, Jcan giue to euery one his name. o; J haue 
receiued ſuddenly the grace of this khowledgd,foz the 
great pitie that J haue had on them which lacked hoſ- 
pitalitie;fo2 he that doth well, ought to haue good hope 
in God, that he ſhall ha ue good reward therefoze,and 
therefo2e A ſhall not labour leſſe then J did befoze. And 
thus whiEſop began to labour, there came he that had 
thecharge of tbe _—_— the ouer-ſight, anon he be⸗ 
3 \ ; Gan 
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gan to beat one of the labourers grieuoully 5 * 
Eſop was greatly diſpleaſed, £ ſaid to him in this ma- 
ner: Why beateft thou him fo2 nought? and every 
houre thou commeſt & beateſt vs without any cauſe, 
thou killeſt vs and doſt nought thy ſelfe. But J ſhall 


tell to my Loꝛd all this matter like as thou ſhalt well 


know ol it. And when the Pꝛocuratoꝛ heard him cal⸗ 
led by his owne name Zenas, he maruelled that Eſope 
ſpake, and thought in himſelfe, J chall go befoze my 
Loꝛd, to the end that this fonle villaine complaine not 
of me. and that my Loꝛd put not me from my place. 
And he toke his mulet and rode vnto the city, t came 


to his Loꝛd, and ſaid, Pe Loꝛzd, A humbly ſalute vou. 


And the Loꝛd looked on him and ſaid, why commeſt 
thou ſo afraid and froubled 2 And Zenas ſapde vnto 


him, thatnow in thefield is hapned a thingmonſtrous. 


Mhat is that, ſaid the Loꝛd: haue the trees bought 
fo2th their frnite befo2e the time, oꝛ haue the beaſts 
bꝛought fo2th their fruite againſt nature? And Zenas 
anſwered him: nay my Lo2d, but the crooked churle, 
the counterfeited Eſop, beginneth to ſpeake clearely. 
Crulp ſaid his Loꝛd, this indeede is a thing that to me 
ſeemeth monſtrous: yea foꝛſooth ſaid Zenas. Then 
ſaid the Loꝛd, we ſeẽẽ daily many men when they bee 
angry cannof ſpeake, but when they bee in peace, can 
well ſpeake, and p2offer things. And then Zenas ſaid, 
my Loꝛd, hee can ſpeake aboue all other.q hath ſaid to 
mee things tontumelious, blaſphemous, and villat- 
nous, of the and alfthy goods, Mhereat his Lo2d 
was very angry, and ſaid, Goe thou fo the field, and 
what thou wilt doe with him, doe it, ſell him, o2 giue 
him, oz looſe him, fo2 I giue him to thee. 8 
cnas 
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a The life of Eſope. 5 
Zenastooke his gift by wziting,and came againe into 
the field, and ſaidto Eſop, now thou art mine, and in 
my power, foz my Loꝛd hath giuen the to mee, and 
becauſe thou art a villaine and an euill charle, J ſhall 
ſell thee vtterly. And then it foztunco that a Merchant 
that had bonght ſeruants, came into the field to buy 
bealts,foz to beare ouer his merchandize to Epheſus, 
the which met with Zenas, and he ſaluted him, and de⸗ 
manded of him if he had any beaſts to ſell. And Zenas 
anſwered, that foz nothing he ſhould find no beaſts to 
ſell, but J haue aſernant which is not faire, and he is 
ol a good age, which if thou wilt thou ſhalt bup. And 
the Merchant ſaid, hee would firſt ſee him. And then 
Zenas called Eſop and ſhewed hum to the Perchant. 
And when the Þerchant ſaw him ſo foule and defoz- 
med, he laid in this manner: From whence is this 
villaine come,and this trumpet of Tragetentus? this 
is a faire merchandize , fozifhehad not a vopce, J 


. ſhould take him fog a bottle full of wind: yee bee well 


occupied to bꝛing me hither to ſhew me this faire pet- 
ſonage, A ſuppoſed thou wouldeſt haue (old to mee a 


 -cemely ſeruant, honeft and pleaſant. And then the 


Merchant returns d on his way, z Eſop followed him, 
ſaping in this manner, Abide a little here, and the mer⸗ 


chant ſaid, hinder me not villaine, foꝛ thou maieſt haue 


no p2ofit of me:fo2 if J bought thee, J ſhould be called 
the Merchant of fooles, and of vaine things. And 
then Eſope ſaid vnlo him, Wherefoze art thou then 
come hither? and the Merchant anſwered him, to 
bay ſome thing that is faire and comely , but thou 
art foule, defo2zmed , lothſome, and counterkaited: 
Wherefoze J meane to haue no whit at all to doe 

4 4 with 
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with ſuch merchandiz e. And then Eſope ſaid, if thou 
wilt buy me, thou ſhalt l&ſe nothing. And the Per- 
chant demanded wherein nated thou doe me any pꝛo⸗ 
fit 2 Chen Eſope laid: Be there not in thy houſe litle 
childꝛeu, ne in the ta wne, that cryandrunne:buy mee 
and thou ſhalt doe wiſely, and ſhalt be their Paſter, 


foʒ they ſhall dꝛead 6 feare me like a falſe viſage. And 


then the Merchant ſmiled at the wozds of Eſope, and 
returned back to Zenas, asking hun how he would ſel 
that faire merchandize. Zcnas ſaid vnto him, giue me 


thirty pound oz thꝛee halfe pence foz him: fo2 J wot 


well that no man will buy him: and then p Perchant 
payd fo2 him as much as he was well content with, 


. andEſop went with his Paſler into his country. And 


as he entred into the houſe he {aw twe childꝛen lying 
in the lap of their mother: then ſaid Eſop to the Per» 
chant, Now ſhalt thou haue experience ofthat J haue 
pzomiſed,fo2 ſince theſe two little childzen haue ſeene 
me, they haue been ſtill and afeard. And then the Pers 
chant laughing, bad him to enter, and he ſ&ing his fel- 
lo wes faire and pleaſant, ſaluted them ſaying: FJ ſalute 
you ny faire fellowes. Now when they ſawe Eſope 
they ſaide all, wee ſhall haue anon a faire perſonage, 


what will our Paſter doe to buy ſuch a man, ſo foule 


eſo defoꝛmed: And their Lo2d anſwered, becauſe that 
A haue found no beaſts to helpe pou, therefoze J haue 
bought this gallant, to helpe pou to beare ponr cars 
riage, wherefoze depart among you the fardles foz 
to beare. And Eſop ſaid fo them, O my good fellowes, 
pe ſee well that J am the leaſt and feebleſt, J pꝛay you 
therekoꝛe to giue me the lighteſt burthen : and his fcl- 
lowes ſaid to him, becaule thou maleſt beare nothing: 
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The life of Eſope. 
To whom Eſop ſaid, becauſe ye doe all the labour, i 


is not meete that Jonely ſhould be idle, and vnp2oft- 
table to my Lozd. | 


: How Eſop demaunded the lighter burt hen, but ro the 


ſeeming he tooke the heauieſt, which was at 
laſt the lighteſt, and ſo he beguiled 
| his fellowes. 
Hen his fellowes ſaid to him thus, which wilt 
thou beare? And ſop beholding al the burthens, 
fardles, packs, and paniers, tooke a panier full ot 


bead, which two of the bearers were ready to haue 
th, | 


bozne.and ſaid:let me haue this panier fo beare.Then 
they ſaid he was the moſt foole of the,becauſe he might 
haue choſen the lighteſt, and took the heauieſt. But he 
tooke the panier of bꝛead, and went ſoꝛth befoze al his 
fellowes: which when his fellewes bcheld and ſaw, 
they all ſaid that their maſter had not loſt his money. 
fo2 hee was ſtrong, and might beare yet a heauier bur# 
then zz thus they mocked him, but alwates Eſop was 


at his lodging befeze his fellows. And when they were 
aͤrriued at their lodging, their maiter made them to 


reſt,x commanded Eſop to bꝛing ioo2th bꝛead to cafe, 


{ and ſo he tocke bzead out of his panier that his panier 


was halte empty. And when they had well eaten, 


| each of them tooke his burthen, anv Eſope boꝛe leſſe 


then he did, and came to his lodging befoze his fel- 


lowes, and at ſupper he gaue ſo much bꝛead, that his 
panier was all empty. And on the next day he tooke 


his panier, and went fo faſt befoze his fellowes that 
they knew him not, ſo that one demanded, TWho 
is he that goeth ſo farre befoze vs? and another ſaid, 

if 
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it is the croke-backed and counterfaited Churle , 
which by his ſubfilty hath deceined vs that beare the 
burthens not conſumed by the way, but he hath anoi- 
ded his burthen, e is moze wilp then we be. And when 
they came fo Cpheſus,the Merchant led his merchan⸗ 
dize to the market, and alſo his fhzee ſeruants to ſell, 
which werenamed Garmaticus,Saltis, and Eſope: x 
a merchant ſaid to him,ifthou wilt ſel thy ſeruants at 
a reaſonable pzice,thereis a Philoſopher named Exan- 
tus, to whom mach people goes learne at a place cal- 
led Somnon, leade thy ſeruants thither, and the philo- | 
ſopher will buy them: and the merchant did well aray 
Garmaticus & Saltis with new robes, and led them thi⸗ 
ther foz to ſell but becauſe Eſop was ſo foule & loth- 
— was clad in canuas,and was ſet betweene the 
ther two which were faire, plealant, and well fanou- 
men;but all they that beheld Eſop, were abaſhed 
— of his defozmity,ſaping: From whence com⸗ 


meth this fellow? And becauſe they ſo wondzed at 
him, he looked ali ouerthwartly on them boldly. 


Of the ſecond ſale of Eſope. 
Nd when the market day tame, Exantus the Phi⸗ 
loſopher departed out of his houſe, and went 


to and fro thzonghout the market, and he ſaw theſe 


two pongmen, and Elope ſtanding betweene them, 
whereat he marueld greatly foꝛ what cauſe the mer- 
chant had ſo ſozted them; and appꝛoaching to one of 
them, be ſaid in this manner, Ok what country art 
tbou: and he anſwered, J am of Cappadoce. And Ex- 
antus demaunded of him, ſaying: what canſt thou 
doe? And hee anſwered, J can doe all things that 


thou wilt: which anſwere when Eſope heard, hee 


laughed , 
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The life of Eſope. 9 
laughed, chewing his great teeth: and all the ſchollers 
that were there with Exantus beholding Eſop ſo ſoze 
laughing, and ſhewing his great teeth, they thought 
they ſaw a monſter and not a man, and ſaid to their 
fellowes, this great whozſon hath very big teeth. And 
ſome asked what they had ſerne, and they ſaid, that he 
ſoꝛe laughed, and ſhewed them his teeth, and ſome 
laid hee laughed not, but that hee was a cold on his 
. teeth; and one of them demanded wherekoꝛe he langh- 
* ed, calling him gentle gallant: and he ſaid, what haſt 
thou to doe therewith knauc? goe thy way: and that 
| ſcholler departed all aſhamed, following his aſter. 
And then Exantus demanded the p2ice of Saltis: the 
Merchant ſaid that he ſhould pay ſoꝛ him a thonſand 
pence:and Exantus effeeming the pꝛice over deare, re- 
turned fo the other fellow, and ſatd to him, Df whence 
art thou? and he ſaid, of Lido; and Exantus asked of 
him: what canf thou doe? and he ſaid, A can do all 
that thou werneſt: and when Eſop heard theſe wozds, 
hee laughed moꝛe then he did befoze. And when the 
ſchollers ſaw him laugh againe, they ſaid: this fellow 
laugheth at all things. Then Exantus demanded the 
p2ice of Garmaticus, and the Merchant ſaid thzeeP. 
crownes;which Exantus thought too deare,q went his 
way. Then the ſchollers ſata to their Paſter, Theſe 
| ſeruants pleaſe the nof.yes ſaid Exantus: they pleaſe 
mee well, but if is oꝛdained in our City, that no ſer- 
vant ſhould be bought at ſohigh a pꝛice, bpon a great 
paine. And one of the ſchollers ſaid: ſeeing they that 
be faire cannot be bought, buy him that is foule and 
. defozmed,frnely he ſhall doe ther ſome ſernice, and the 
pꝛice that he ſhall be ſold foz,wee our ſelues will _ 
; - and 
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And Exantus ſaid to them, Jf Jſhould buy this vile nom 
laine that is ſo fonle and vncleane, my wiſe would not Þ thou 
be well pleaſed,fo2 ſhe is ſo curious, that ſhe may not and 1 
ſuffer her ſelle to be ſerued of (uch a counterfeited ſer- pp all 
uant. And then the ſchollees ſaid, Paſter thou dooſt Ther 
many things, with which thy wife ſhall not gaineſay |} thee, 
no2 meddle, Then Exantus ſaid fo them, Let vs then red, 3 
demand of him what he can doe; leſt foꝛ default of al. then 
king we ſhould loſe our money. Then Exantus turned |! well, 
him to Eſop and ſaid, God ſane thee pong man: and whor 
Eſop ſaid to him in this manner, A p2ay the grieue me face « 
not. Then Exantus ſaid to Eſop, I ſalute you. So do 
Ithee ſaid Eſop. Mell, leaue theſe mocks ſaid Exan- | 
tus, and anſwer me that J ſhall demaund: and hee | 
asked, what art thou? and Eſop anſwered, J am of 
fleſh and bone. Then Exantus ſaid , J demand not 
that. but where waſt thou boznezand Eſop anſwered, 
In the wombe of my mother:anid Exantus ſaid, pet 
A aske not that of thee , but J aske of thee in what | 
place thou wert bozne + and Eſcp ſaid, my Mother 
neuer told no2 allured mee, whether ſhee was deltue- | 
red of mee in the chamber oz in the hall. Then Exan- | 
tus ſaid, Apzay thee tell me what theu canſt doe? 
Eſope ſaid nothing. Ex intus ſaide:Mhat canſt thou 
doe nothing? Eſope ſaid, no. Wherefoze , ſaid Ex- 
antus? Becauſe ſaid Eſope, my fellowes ſay they can 
doe all things, and then will they leaue nothing foz 
me to doe. Then the ſchollers were much abaſhed, | yer 
and had great maruell at him, ſaying : This fellow the B 
anſwereth by diuine wiſedome,foz there is none to be and r 
found that can do all things, and therefoꝛe he laughed. Þ hay b 
Then Exantus ſaid, J pzay theetell mee if thou = 
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that A ſhall buy thee:and Eſope ſaid, That is in thee, 
no man ſhall conſtraine thee thereto: nenerthelefſe, if 


thou wilt buy me, open thy purſe, and fell the money, 


and make the bargaine. Then the Schollers [ware 
by all the gods, this fellow exceedeth our Paſter. 
Then Exantus ſaid to him in this manner, It Jbay 
| thee, wilt thou not runne away ? Then Elop anſwe- 
2 red, Ik thou thinke that J will runne away, J counſel 
Or al- 
ines 
; and ; 


the not to buy me. Durely, ſaid Exantus, thou ſaieſt 
well, bat thou art very lothſome and defozmed. To 
whom Eſope ſaid, Men ought not onely to behold the 


fate ofa man, but rather to regard the courage. Then 


Exantus demanded of the merchant, what ſhall J pay 


* fo this Eſop?And the merchant ſaid to him, thou art 
| a fooliſh merchant, to leave theſe faire and goodly ſer- 


uants,and to take him that can doe nothing;take one 
oftheſe two, and let this Aſſe goe : and Exantus ſaid, 
J require thee to tell me what I ſhall pay. Then the 
merchant ſaid thzeeſcoze pence- Then the Schollers 


told out the money to themerchant, andthus by this 
bargaine, Eſope became ſeruant vnto Exantus. And 


when the banquers receiued the money foz the (ale of 


Eſope, they demanded curiouſly who were the buyer 


and ſeller. Then Exantus and the merchant com- 
pounded and acco2ded betweene them, that hee had 
not bin ſold foz ſo much money. But Eſop ſaid fo the 
Banquers, this is he that hathbonght mee, and this 


is he that hath ſold mee, which thing they will deny, 


wherefoze J affirme and lay , that J am free. Then 
the Banhners laughed at this cauillation, and went 
and reteiued the pꝛice of Exantus, fozas much as he 


had Wan Eſope. / 
How 


3 
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How Exantus brought Eſepe home 
to his wife. 


Hen when euery man was ee Eſope fols |! 
lowed Exantus home to his houſe, and when hee 
came befoze his houſe, he (aid to Eſope, abide here a⸗ 
while befoze the gate, vntill I goe in foz to pzaiſe these 
to my Lady and Miſtceſſe my wife. Well fir, ſaid E- 
ſope: and then Exantus entred into his houſe, and ſaid 
to his wife, Dame yo ſhall no moꝛe haue cauſe to be |: 


at debate with me, fo2 pe haue deſired me long foz to 


get pou a faire (eruant,wherefoze now J haue bought | 
one that is ſo wiſe , and ſo pleaſant, that thou neuer 
ſaweff one better. And when two of the Ladies ſer- | 
uants heard him ſay ſo, weening that it had bin fruth, | 


they began to ſtriue together, t the one began to lay 
to the other, Py Loꝛd hath bought foz me a faire huſ- 


band:and the other ſaiv: This night haue J dzeamed F 
that Jwas marryed: and thus his ſeruants talked. | 


But his wife ſaid, my Lo2zd , where is the faire fel- 


low that yee pꝛaiſe ſo. much? I pꝛap yon let me ſee | 
him:and Exantus ſaid, he is befoze the Gate. And his | 
wife ſaid, J pꝛap you bꝛing him in: and as the two | 


pong women had debate fo2 him, one ofthem thought 
in her ſelfe, J hall ſee him firſt, and ik J map, hee ſhall 


be my Husband, and ſo ſhe iſſued out of the houſe, and 


ſaid:where is this faire pong man that J deſire to ſec: 
and E ſope ſaid to her, what demandeſt thou? Jam 
hee. And when ſhe ſaw Eſop, ſhee was abaſhed, and 
ſaid vnto him, Art thou the faire Peacocke ? where 


is thy tayle ? And —_ laid to her againe , 9 
aue 


cryped « 
Philo 
then 
Mada 
wont. 
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haue nerde ok a taile, thou ſhalt not laile oł one. And 
then as he would haue gone in, the ſeruant ſaid vnto 
bim, come not here ; foz all that ſhall ſee the will 
1] runne away. And after ſhe went in, and told her fel- 
low what he was and when ſhe came out, and ſaw 
him ſo defozmed , ſheſaid, beware thou knaue that 
thou touch me not: and when Eſope entred into the 
e © hbuſe, anon he was pꝛeſented to the Lady: and when 
the Lady ſaw him, anon the turned to Exantus and 
ſaid: in ſteadofa ſeruant thou haſt bought a Ponfter, 
thꝛow him out: and Exantus ſaid to her, wile, thou 
oughteſt to be glad and ioyful,becauſe J haue bꝛought 
to ther ſo laire and ſo good a ſeruant:and ſhe ſaid to Ex- 
antus; Now Wot J well that thou loueſt me not, foz 
thou deſireſt to haue another wife, and becanſe thou 
| durft not teil it mee, thou haſt bought mee this fonle 
great knaue, to the intent that Jgoe from the: J will 
no longer abide, foʒ thou knoweſt wel that J may not 
| ſuffer him, and therefoze deliuer me my dowzie, and 
. © Iſhal gomy wap. And tht Exantus ſaid to E ſop, when 
we were on the way thou ſpakeſt largely, æ now then 
laieſt nothmg:and Eſop ſaid to him, becauſe thy wife 
is ſo malicious. put her in pꝛiſon. Exantus ſaid, Hold 
thy peace, elle ſhalt thou be beaten, ſeeſt thou not that 
Jloue her moze then my ſelfe? then ſaid Eſop, I pzay 
thee that thou loue her well: and ſhee ſaid, wherefoze 
not? Then Eſop ſmote his ſoote on the pauement,and 
d ſec? F fryed out with a loude voyce , ſaying: Marke, this 
Jam | Philoſopher Exantus is overcome of a woman: and 
„and | then Eſop turned him to his Lady, and ſaid to her: 
phere Madame, J p:ay you take not my woꝛds at the 
thou wort. Thou woul deſt haue a ſeruant that were pong, 
haue well 
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well fo: med, well arraped, ſtrong and rich, to ſerue th 
at thy dinner and beare thee to thy bed, that can rubbe 
and claw thy feete, and not ſuch a foule man and ſo de- 
fozmed a ſeruant as J am: foꝛ if thou hadſt ſuch a one, 
thou wouldeſt ſet nought by thy husband g therefoze 
Etupus the Philoſopher had his mouth of God, which 
neuer lped. Hee laid that there were many perils and 
toꝛments on the Sea, and other great riuers, and allo 
pouerfy is a hard thing ·⁊ difficult to be boꝛne:and alſo 
there be many other great dangers, and troubles infi- 
nite:bat there is no wozſe danger noz peril then afalſe 
woman. And therefoze Padame, J pꝛap you that you 
take no maꝛe a faire ſeruant no2 pleaſant to ſerue the, 
leſt therby thou diſhonoꝛ thy Loꝛd and husband. Th# 
ſhe ſaid to Eſop, auoite hence thou villaine, which art 
not onely defoꝛmed of thy bodp, but alſo of thy wozds; 
but J thall go my wap. Then ſaid Exantus to Eſope, 
Thou leeſt how thou haſt angred my Mife, ſee thou 
pleaſe her;zand E ſop ſaid; it is no (mail thing to pleaſe 
the ire of a woman, but a great thing. Exantus ſayd to 
Eſop, ſpeake no moꝛe, foꝛ J haue bought the to make 
peace, ano not to make debate and ſtrife. 

How Exantus brought Eſope into a garden. 
E X antus bad Eſop take a pannier, and follow him 

into the Garden. And Exantus ſaid to the Gar- 

diner, Giue vs ok thy hearbes: and the gardiner 
tut off the hearbs in diuers places, and deliuered them 
to Eſope, and he tooke them, and Exantus payed fo: 
them: and when he was departing, the gardiner ſaide 
to him, Paſter, IJ pꝛap thee that thou wilt alloile 
wee a queſtion: Mell, ſaid Exantus, àske what 
thou wilt: and the Gardiner demanded of him, ſay- 

ing: 
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ing; Malter, what is the cauſe that the hearbs that 


be not labozed, grow faſter and ſooner, than they that 
be curiouſly laboured ? This queſtion anſwered Ex- 
antus, that they came by ſome pꝛeuidence by which 
the things were b2ought fozth- Mhen Eſop heard 
this anſwer, he began tolangh. And Exantus ſaid fo 
him; Thou villaine, laugheſt thou mee to (cozne? and 
Eſop ſaid. J mocke thee not, but him that hath learnd 
the thy Philoſophy, what ſolution haſt thou made? 
What is that that cometh of Diuine P2ouidence? A 
childe of the kifchen will make as good an anſwer. 
Exantus then ſaid to Eſop, make thou then a better 
ſolation. Eſop ſayd bnto him, Jfthou command me, 
I ſhallg!adly. Exantus ſaydvntohim; It appertai- 
neth not to him that indgeth things of difficulty, to 
indgerude things and ruſticall, but I haue a ſeruant 
here which ſhall infozme and giue the ſolution of thy 
queſtion, it thou wilt requeſt him. And the gardner 
replyed. Can this villaine palliard that is ſo greatly 
defo2med, anſwer to this queſtion ? Then the Gard- 
ner ſaid to Eſop, haſt thou knowledge of ſuch things? 
And Eſop ſaid; Yea truely, moꝛe then all the men in 
the woꝛld. Foz thou requireſt wherefoze the hearbs 
that bee not laboured, grow ſooner than they that be 
ſowne and laboured? Eſop replyed, Take heed to my 
anſwer; foz as a woman that hath bin a widow, and 
bath had childꝛen by her firſt husband that is dead, 
and after was married to another man, which hath 
had childzen of another Wife befoze: and vnto the 
childzen ol her firſt husband, ſhe is a mother, fo the 
okyer childꝛen, the is but a ſtep-mother. Thus there 
is difference betweene her owne childzen, and that 

5 other 
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other womans. Foz her childzen ſhe hath nouriſhed 
peaceably, and the other childzen in anger & wzath. 
In this manner it is of the earth; foz ſhe is mother 


of the hearbs that grow without labour , and is but 


Kep-mother to the hearbes that doe grow by labour 

and fo2ce. Haid the Gardiner then, thou haſt eaſd mee 

of much ſtudy; thereloꝛe I p2ay thee take ol the herbs 

that be in my garden at all times, and when vou liſt. 
How Eſope did beare the Preſent. 


| O N atime, when the ſchollers had been in the au⸗ 


difozy with Exantus, one of the ſchollers dzeſf 
pꝛetious meats fo2 the ſupper of Exantus and ether: 


' and when they were at ſupper, Exantus fooke of the 


beſt meats, and put them in a platter, and ſayd to E- 
ſope, Go beare this to her that loues me beſt. And E- 
ſope thought in himſelfe ; Now is it time to auenge 
me beſt on my Miſtris. And when he came home iti- 
to the Hall, he ſaid vnto his Piſtris: Madame, be- 


Ware that pe cate not oft his meate. And his Lady 
- ſayd,J wot well alwates that thou art a great foole. 


Eſope ſaid to her;Exantus hath not commanded me 
to giue it to thee, but to her tyat loueth him beſt, 
Then Eſope pꝛeſented the platter to a litle hound, 
which was alwayes in the houſe, ſaping to her? Py 
Lo2d hath ſent to thee this pꝛecious meate Then the 
wife of Exantus went into her chamber, and began 
to weepe. And Eſope returned to Examtus, and hee 
aſked him, how his lone fared: he ſaid, Right well; 
and all the mcate that J haue ſet befoze her, ſhehath 
eaten it. And Exantus ſayd, what ſaid ſhe: and het 
ſaid, My Lo2d, ſhe ſayth nothing, but the deſtreth to 
{a — When they had well eaten and dzunke, — 
alked 
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aſked when moztall men ſhall haue moſt to doe Eſop 


ſaid that ſhallbe at the day of indgement. Che ſchol-\ 


lers hearing this. ſaid:this villaine is full of anſwers, 
and nothing ſaid, Why goeth the ſheepe to his death 
following his maſter, and ſaping nothing, and when 


the ſwine is bꝛonght to be llaine, he doth both cry and 


bꝛay? And E ſop anſwered and ſaid; berauſe it is ac- 
tuſtomed to milke and ſheare ſheepe, and heweneth 
that he ſhall bee foozthwith either milked oz ſhozne; 


. and therefoze feareth not at all: But becauſe the 


ſwineis not accuſtomed to be milked oꝛ ſhoʒne. but to 
be letten blood and to loſe his life, thereſoꝛe he daead⸗ 
eth when he is taken. And all the ſchollers ſaid it is 
troth: de this man is wiſe, and hath ſaid well. Then 


each man aroſe and went his way, 


And when Exantus was returned home fo bis 
houſe,he entred into his chamber, and found his wife 


ſoze weeping, and hee ſaid vnto her: my lweet lone , 


how ts it with you ? and kiſſed her, and thee turney 
her backe to him, and ſaid, let me alone, J have not 
to doe with thee, J will goe from thee foz thou loneg 
better thy hound then me, to whom thou hall ſent thy 
pꝛetious meate. And becauſehe knew nothing there. 
of, he demanded , what meate hath Eſope bzought 
tothee : And ſhee ſaid, none at all. Exantus ſaid, J am 
not dzunke, I ſent fo thee by Eſope a platter full of 
pzecious meate, and ſhe ſaiv: not to me, but to thy. 


38 hound. Then he called Eſop and demanded of him 


to whom haſt thou giuen the meate J delivered to 
thee:and he ſaid,to her that loueth thee be, like as 
thou commandeſt me. And Exantus ſaid to his wife, 
vnderſtardeſt thon not 110 ſaith * J vnderſtand 

2 him 
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him well, ſaid ſhe, but he gave to mee nothing, but 
gave it to thy hound. Then Exantus turned to Eſop 
and ſaid to him: thou great villaine, to whom haſt 
thou boꝛne the meate J deliuered to thee? Eſope an⸗ 
ſwered, to her that loueth thee beſt. And Exantus de⸗ 
mandeth who was ſhe? And Eſop called the little 
hound, and laid: this is ſhez foz the lone of thy wiſe 
is right nought,fo2 if ſhe be a little angry, incontinent 
ſhe repꝛooueth thee, + ſpeaketh violently to the that 
loneft her. and will ſay, will goe from thee and leaue 
thy houſe:xif this hound go from thee, call her againe 
and ſhe commeth anon, making thee cheere, and ther⸗ 
foze thou oughteſt to ſay, fo thy wife, and not to her 
that loueth thee beſt. Then Exantus ſaid to his wile, 


thou ſeeſt this fellow is a railer and an inuenter ol 


wo2ds and therefoze haue patience , fo2 Jſhall finde 
cauſe to auenge thce,and beate him. And the ſaid, do 


what thou wilt, fo2 A ſhall neuer haue moze to doe 
with him, and after that thy hound, fo2 J go my way: 


and without ſaying farewell, ſhe went home to her 
friends. And Exantus was angry & ſozrowfull foz her 
departing:and Eſop ſaid to him, Now ſerſt thou well 
that thy wife that is gone loueth ther not, but this 
liftle hound abideth by thee. Exantus all heaup foꝛ his 
wines departing,pzayed her fo returne, but it auay- 
led not:fo2 the mozea woman ts pꝛaped, the moze is 
theobſtinafe,and will do the contrary. 


How Eſop made his Lady to come 
home againe. 
AP becauſe Exantus was angry foz the depar- 
L ting of his Wile, Eſope ſaid to him, Paſter, — 
no 
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not angry, foz without pzaying Jſhall make her te⸗ 
turne, and come again vnbidden. Ss that they ſhal be 
moꝛe louely,meeke,and obedient to your commande- 
ments, then euer ſhe was befoze. And then Eſop went 
to the market, and bought capons and many other 
pullen, and as hee bare them paſſing by the houſe 
where his miſtreſſe was, it happened that one ofthe 
ſeruants of the houſe came out. And Eſop demanded 
of him, aue ye ſent nothing to the wedding of my 
Lo:d: To what wedding ſaid the ſeruante Unto the 
wedding of Exantus ſaid Eſop,foz to mozrow he ſhall 
wed a wife. And anon the ſernant went into the houſe 
x ſaid to Exantus wife: Madam there be new tidings. 
What be they (atv-ſhe?Exantus ſhall haue a wife and 
be married, fozthwith incontinent ſhe departed and 
came home to the houſe of Exantus crying: Now know 
J well the froth,  wherefoze thou madeſt this great 
villaine to anger me, becauſe thou woulveſt take ano⸗ 
ther wife, but A ſhall keepe thee well therefoze, foz as 
long as Jline ſhall neuer woman come here: Exantus 
be thou ſure. Then was Exantus toyfull fo2 to haue 
againe his wife, and gaue Eſop great thanks. 


How Exantus ſent Eſope to the market, to buy the 

beſt meate he could get, and how he bought 
nothing but tongues, 

AP a littie while after, Exantus had his ſchol- 

lers to dinner with him, and ſaide vnto Eſope 

goe anon to the market, and buy vs of the beſt meat 

thou canſt finde. And Eſope went to the market and 

thought in himſelfe, now ſhall I ſhew that J am no 

foole, but wiſe. And when Eſope came fo the market; 
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hee bought the fongues of Swine and Dren, and 


- dight them with Mineger, and ſet them on the table, 


and the ®cho{lers ſaid to Exantus, Thy dinner is full 
of Philoſophy. And Exantus ſaid to Eſop, bꝛing vs 
our meate, and Eſop bꝛought them moze fongues; ar- 
rated in another manner / that is to wit, with Garlick 
and Onions. Then ſaid the ſchollers, theſe tongues 
be wel d2eſt, foz, one differeth from another, and Ex- 
antus bad Eſop bꝛing other meate, and Eſop bꝛought 
pet foꝛth tongues. Then were the ſchollers angry, & 
Jaid:wilt thou alwaies giue vs tongues? And Exan- 

tus all angry in this courage, ſaid to Efop, what other 
meate haſt thou o2dained fo2 vs:and Eſop ſaid none 
other. Then Exantus ſaid to Eſop, thou great headed 
villaine, ſaid J not to thee that thou ſhouldeſt buy of 
the beſt meat that thou couldeſt find? ſo haue J, ſaid 
Eſop,and thanked be God that here is a Philoſopher, 
fo2 I would faine know of the Philoſopher what is 
better then a tongue: fo2 certenly,all Art, alldoctrine, 
e all Philoſophy, be notified by the tongue, without 
Pp which there could be no toy oꝛ copany among men 
fo2 by it the lawes are declared, bp it the good receiue 
pꝛaiſe, the euill rebukes, the ſozrowfull comfozt, the 


. focliſh inſtruction. the wiſe men knowledge,and final- 


ly, the greateſt part of the life of moztall men is in 
the tongue, and therefoꝛe there is nothing better than 
the tongue, no2 nothing moe p2ofitable vnto men. 
Then ſayd the Schollers, thou doeſt wong to bee 
angry, foꝛ Eſop ſayth right well. And alter all theſe 
wo2ds, they aroſe from the Table, and on the moz- 
roi after Exantus ercuſing himlſelfe in their courſe 
fare, deſired them to come againe to (upper, and they 
chould 


— 


The life of Eſope. 21 
Gould haus other fare. And Exantus ſaid fo Eſop in 


” ——— _ 


the pzeſence of them that were there, Goe to the 


market, ebuy the wozſe meate that thou canſt finde, 
fo2 all my friends ſhall ſup here with mee. Do Eſop 
without troubling ofhimſelfe, went into the butchery 
and bought againe tongues, & dight them as he did 
befoze,and when they came to ſupper, he ſerued them 
with tongues as he did befoze. And the ſchollers ſaid, 
Be we come againe to the tongues? And becauſe the 
ſchollers were not pleaſed, Exantus ſaid to Eſop, thou 
art a great headed villaine, ſaid I not to thee thou 
ſhouldeſt buy the woꝛſt meat that thou couldſt find ? 
So haue J doneſaid Eſop, foz what is wozſe 02 moze 
venimous then an euilltongue? By the tongue men 
periſh, by the tongue they fall into ponerty , by the 
tongues cities are deſtroyed, by the tongue commeth 
much harme. Then ſaid one of them that ſate at the 
table, Exantus if thou ſet thy minde vpon this foole,he 
will bzing thee out of thy wit, foz he ſheweth well by 
his faſhions that he is knauiſh : and like as he is de⸗ 
fozmed of his body, ſo is he of his cõditions. And Eſop 
ſaid to him, thou art a make-bate , fo2 thou makeſt 
ffcife betwirt the Maſter and the ſernant , and wee- 
neſt thou to bemoze curious then other? And Exan- 
tus foz to find cauſe to beat Eſope, ſaid, Ah great hea- 
ded villaine, becauſe that thou calleſt the Philoſopher 
curious, goe get me a man 5 careth fo2 nothing, that 

is to ſay,one that is nothing curious noꝛ diligent. 

How Eſop went out and found one that 

cared for nothing. 5 
Sop departed and went out of the place , behol- 
ing here any there, if hee could finde ano man 
B 4 that 
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that was not curious noz cared foz nothing: he went 
abꝛoad and eſpyed a great villaine ſitting on a blocke 
wagging his legs and whiſtling with his mouth, to 
whom Eſop ſaid, Py Loꝛd defireth thee to come and 
dine with him; which anon roſe, without ſaying any 
wo2d, and entred into the houſe with Eſop, and not 
ſaying God ſpeed you, ſate downe at the table. And 
Exantus ſaid to Eſop,what man ts this:? Eſop ſaid, 

a man that careth fo2 nothing. Zhe Exantus ſaid vn- 
to his wife ſecrefly,to the intent that we may auenge 
vs on Eſop and beate him well, faire lone do that J 
bid you. Then he ſaid aloud, dame put water in a ba⸗ 
ſon and waſht his pilgrimes feet , foz hee thought the 
villaine would not haue ſuffered it, but to haue refu- 
ſed it foz ſhame and then ſhould he haue had cauſe to 
haue beaten Eſop. Then the Lady tooke water put 
it in a baſon, and began fo waſh the villaines feete. 

And howbeit that ſhee was his Lady: yet this vil- 
laine thought, this Lozd will doe mee ſome wozthip , 
and ſuffered her to waſh his feet, without faying anp 
woꝛd. And Exantus ſaid to his wile, dame giue him 
dꝛinke. And the villaine ſaid to himſelfe, it is well 
woꝛthy that J dꝛink firſt, and he tooke the piece and 
dꝛanke as much as he might. And Exantus tooke the 
Plaffer with the Fiſh , and ſet befoze him. And 
the villaine ſtrained no curteſie, but eate it every 
moꝛſell. And Exantus ſaide to the Cooke, this fiſh 
is not well dꝛeſt. Then Exantus commanded the 


Cooke to bee beaten. And the Uillaine ſaide to 


himſelfe, this Fiſh is well dight, and the Cooke is 
beaten without canſe, but J care not, ſo that 1 
may fill my belly, and J ſhall alway eate and ſay 

nothing. 
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nothing. Exantus ſaid vnto the Cook, bʒing in a Tart, 
and incontinent as a Tart was bꝛought, the villaine 
bzake it in pieces, & without any wozds he began to 
eate therof. And Exantus beholding him how he eate, 
called the Cooke and ſaid, this tart is euill baked and 
hath no ſauour. And the Cooke ſaid, if q made it. it is 
well dꝛeſt, and ik it be none of mine, the blame is not 
in me but in thy wife. Exantus (aid: Then and ifmy 
wife hath made it, J ſhall burne her aline, and bad his 


- wife ſhe ſhould not anſwer, becauſe he would finde 


cauſe to beat Eſop: and then ſaid Exantus to one ol 
his ſeruants, Goe fetch ſome wood à buſhes to burne 
my wife : and this ſaid he to ſes if the villaine would 
ariſe and ſaue her from burning: and the villaine ſaid 
fo himſelfe , this man will burne his wiſe without 
cauſe. Then ſaid he unto Exantus; Sir, if thou wilt 
burne thy wife, abide a little while, and I ſhall goe 
fetch my wife in the field, and burne them both toge- 


Sther-Exantus hauing heard theſe wozds he marnelled 


much, and ſaid : Uerily this man careth foz nothing. 
And then he ſaid to Eſope, thou haſt banquiſhed mer. 
But now let it ſuffice thee from henteſoꝛth, if thou 
wilt ſerue mee truely, thou ſhalf ſooner returne in⸗ 
to thy liberty. Then Eſope ſaid vnto him, J ſhall 
ſerne thee ſonow as thou wert neuer better ſerned. 
Now thzee dapes after Exantus ſayd fo Eſope, Goe 
and ſee it there be much people in the Bath, Foz if 
there be none, J will goe there and bathe mee: and 
as Eſop went by the way , hee met with the Judge 
of the Cifty; and becauſe heknew him, be ſaive fo E- 
ſop, whither goeſt thou greathead? Eſopſayd vnts 
him, J wot not: becauſe he wened be mocked —_ 
the. 
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the Judge commanded hun to pziſon:and as he was 
led, he ſaid to the Judge:loe A ſais fo thee well, that J 
wilt not whither J went, foz J ſuppoſed thou woul⸗ 
deft not haue put mein pꝛiſon. And the Judge began 
to (mile, and ſaid to them that led him:let him goe. 


__ 


And as Eſop went tothe baine, h&ſaw a great com- 


pany of men which were there leaping, and there lay 
a ſtone at the entry doaꝛe, at which theyſtumbled and 
hurt their fete , and there was one that entred in and 
ſtumbled thereon, and anon he tooke it away, becauſe 


that there ſhould no moze be hurt thereat. After Eſop/ 


returned home to his Paſter Exantus , and ſaid that 
there was but one man in the baine: Exantus then 
ſaid to Eſop, take ſuch things as bee needrull fo2 vs, 
and let vs go thithers and when they were come to 
the baine, he ſaw a great company, and ſaid to Eſop, 
now art thou wozthy to be beaten , foꝛ thou ſaidſt to 
me there was but oneman, and there bee moe then a 
hundzeth. And Eſop ſaid to him, there is but one 
man, and if thou wilt heare me, thou ſhalt ſay that J 
ſaytroth: foz that ſtone which thon ſ&@ff at the entry 
of the bath, all that paſſed by ſtumbled at the fone, 
and none was ſo wiſe fo fake it away but this one 
man, and therefoze I ſay, that there was no man but 
hee, foz2 all the other are but childzen and ignozantf. 
And Exantus ſaid to him, thou haſt well excuſed thee; 

and Exantus found no cauſe to beate Eſop. 

Ofthe anſwer that Eſop made 
to his Maſter. 

Fter that Exantus had waſhed him, hee went 
homeward, and as he went he purged his belly 
and eaſed him by the way, and Eſop was beſide — 
à paile 


— 
* 
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a paile full of water. And Exantus ſaid to Eſop,whers 
foze is it, that when a man hath eaſed him, and pur- 
ged his belly. he looketh vpon the oꝛdure therot? And 
Eſop anſwered him, and ſaid: There was in time 
paſt a Philoſopher that oft purged his belly, and foz 
feare that he ſhould lerſe his ſcience , cuer looked and 
beheld if he voided it with his filth o2 ozdure when he 
had purged his belly; and ſo euer after men looked 
when they purged their bellies what they voide, but 
thou oughteſt not to doubt therof,foz thou haſt no wit 
no2 ſcience to le&ſe,foz to a fooliſh demand belongeth a 
fooliſhanſwer-And on the moꝛrow next following,as 
Exantus was ſet at the table with al his frrends,hold- 
ing acup with wine in his hand, his hand thooke faz 
feare of the queſtions that men aſked him. And Eſop 
ſaid, Paſter, Dionyſus ſaith, that good wine hath 
thꝛee vertues, the firſt is, voluptuouſnes, the ſecond 
is gladnes, and the third is that it maketh men fooles 
and out of their wittes, wherefoze J pꝛay theelet vs 
d2inke and make good cheere:and becauſe that Exan. 
tus was then almoſt dzunke, (foz he had well dzun- 
ken) he ſaid to Eſop, old thy peace, foz thou art a 
counſeiler of hell. J ſhall auenge mee on thy lelle. 


How Exantus promiſed to drinke all 
the water in the Sea. 
Nd then one ofthe ſchollers, ſeeing that Exan- 
tus had dꝛunke enongh , & was charged with o⸗ 
uer-much wine, ſaid vnto him, my maſter, 4 
aſke of thee,ifa man may dzinke the ſea? Wherefoze 
not ſaid Exantus ? J my ſelfe ſhall dzinke it well. 
Then ſaid the Scholler againe, And if thou 2 
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it not what wilt thou leeſe? And Exantus ſaiv- Py 
houſe. J am content ſatd the ſcholler, and againſt thee | 
I will lap an hundzed crownes on the bargaine; and | 
this done, each of them gaue their pledges, their fig- | 
net of gold, then went home. And on the mozrew |: 
Exantus roſe aut oł his bed, and ſaw that he had loſt | 
his ring off his finger, he laid to Eſop: knoweſt thou 
not where my ring is? A know not ſaid Eſop, but well | 
A know foꝛ certaine, that this day we ſhal be put out 
of our houſe. And why ſaid Exantus? Eſop ſaid to him 
remembꝛeſt thou not the bargaine that thou madeſt 
yeſterday at euen: what bargaine,ſaid Exantus? Eſor Y 
ſatd, that thou art bound to d2inke all the ſea, and foz | 
gage haſt left thy ring of gold: and when Exantus | 
heard theſe wo2ds, he was ſoze abaſhed, and ſaid: in | 
what manner ſhall I dzinke all the ſea? this inay not 
be, fo2 it is vnpoſsible:wherefoze Eſop A pꝛap the tel 
me, ik it pleaſethee, how J may vanquiſh oz bzeake 
this bargaine. And Eſop ſaid thou ſhalt leſe,but pers 


happes I ſhall make that thou ſhalt well bzeake the F,. 
| bargaine. And the manner okit (ſaid Eſope)is this, Þ ”: 


that when thine aduerſarp ſhall require thee fo fulfill 
thy pꝛomiſe, thou ſhalt command ſeruants that 
they bzing a table, and all ſuch other things as is 
neceſſary to be vpon the riuage of the ſea, and make 
the butlers and ſeruants to abide there with thee, 
and befoze all the company thon ſhalt make a pesce 
fo be waſhed and filled full of the dee the ſea, 
and ſhalt take it in thy hand, and p2ay\that the Bar- 
gaine may be declared befoze all the fellowſhip , and 


ſap thou wilt aſſure the pꝛomiſe as wellbefoze dzinke 


as after; and thus ſhalt thou ſay fo all the m—_ 
Wo WP» 


* 
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ſhip, My Lozds of Samic, ye know hob yeſterday 


lat euen, I made pꝛomiſe fo dainke vp all the water in 
the ſea. But all ye wot well how many great flouds 
and riners come and fall into the Sea. Mherefoze 1 
demand and as reaſon is) that mine aduerſary k«pe 
and hold the riners that they enter not into the ſea, 


ſo the bargaine ſhall be bzoken and vndone. 


How Exantus excuſed him from his promiſe 

| by the counſell of Eſope. 

” Xantus then knowing that the — of Eſop 
was good, he was full glad. His aduerſary then 
came befoze Zenas, one ofthe city, to tell & ſhew 


; the bargaine, ( pꝛaped the iudge that Exantus ſhould 


doe that which he had pꝛomiſed to doe. And Exantus 


: commanded all his ſeruants that they ſhould beare 


his bed, and his table, and all other things that were 
neceſſary to him vpon the riuage of the ſea. And then 
befoꝛe all the company he made a piece to be walhed. 


filled it full of the water of the ſea, which he tooke in 
his hand and ſaid to his aduerſary , declare we now 
our bargaine : and Exantus then turned him toward 
| the fellowſhip & ſaid, my Loꝛds of Samy, ye wot well 
how many floods x riuers enter into the ſea, if my 
aduerſarp will hold the ſtill,ſo that they enter no moꝛe 
into the ſea, then will I dzinke all the water that is 
in the ſea. And all they that were there began to ſay, ' 
Exantus ſaith wel. And the aduerſary ſaid to Exantus, 
my maſter , thou haſt vanquiſhed mee, wherefoze I 
pꝛap thee, that our bargaine map be bꝛoken. And Ex- 


antus ſaid J am content: and when Exantus was tut- 


ned home into his houſe, Eſope did pzay fo him 


ſaꝑing 
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ſaying thus: My maſtet,becauſe, J haue holpen the: 


at the need, let me now goe at my liberty. 


How Exantus found cauſe to 
beate Eſope. 
Xantus then curſed him, ſaying: great head, pet 
chalt thou not eſcape fre no2 go fro me:go thou, 
ſee and behold befoze the gate if thou canſt eſpy 
two crowes together, then come againe and tell me, 
fo2 the ſight oftwo erowes one nigh the other is good 


foꝛtune, but the ſight of one alone is euil foztune. And 


as Eſop went cut of the houſe, he ſaw two crowes vy 
on a træ, wherefoꝛe he ſoon returned againe and told 
his Maſter. But as Exantus went out of the houſe, 
the one of them flew away, then laid he, ah great head 
where be the two crowes that thou laweſt: And Eſop 
ſaid, as I went to call thee, the one flew away. And 
Ex intus ſaid, ah theu crook - backed knaue, it is euet 
thus thy manner to mock nie: but thou ſhalt not thus 
ſcape ſcotfree, wherekoꝛe he commanded him to vn. 
doe his clothes, that he might be beaten, and as the 
men were beating him, Exantus was talled to dinner, 
and then Eſope ſaid, alas, how much miſerable am 
I,fo2 I haue ſeene two crowes and pet am J beaten, 
and Ex2ntvs which ſaw but one, is called to dainty 
fare: ſurely there is none to whoin the birds bee (0 
contrary as to ine. And when Exantus heard him, he 


much maruailed at the ſubtilty ofhis wit, and com. 


manded to leaue beating him. And within a while 
after, Exantus ſaid to Eſop, Goe thou and dꝛeſſe vs 
ſome meate to our dinner, fo2 all theſe Lo2ds ſhall 
dine with mee, and Eſope went to the market and 

bought 


ven the: 
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bought all that he could bup, and when it was ready, 


he bzought it info the Yall, where he found his Mi- 


firis lying on the bed ſleeping: wherefoze he awaked 


her and ſayd : Madam. pleaſe it yon, to take heede of 
this meate, that the dogs and cats eate it not, fozJ 
muſt go into the kitchin againe: and ſhe ſaid to him; 
Goe thou where thou wilt, foz my buttockes haue 
eyes. And when Eſope had made ready all the other 
meats, he bꝛought them into the Mall, and found his 
miſtris faſt aſleep with her buttocks towards the ta- 


ble; and becauſe ſhe ſaid, that her buttocks had eyes, 


Eſope tooke vp her clothes, ſo as enery man might 
ſ& her taileʒand thus he leſt her leeping. 


How Exantus ſound his wife = 

all diſcouered. 
ND When Exantus and his Sthollers tame fo 
Dinner, they perceiued his wife as ſhee was 
lleeping her buttocks all bare and naked. With great 
ſhame Exantus turned his face toward Eſope, ſaping 
knave,what is this? And Efope ſayd; Py Lozd,as 
I did put the meate vpon the Table, J p2ayed my 
Lady that ſhe would keepe it from the degges, and 
ſhe anſwerd,that her buttockes had eyes: ond becauſe 
J found her ſleeping, J diſcoucred her buttockes, to 
the intent that her buttockes might the better ſee and 
look about. Then Exantus replied vnfo him, ah thou 
ſhꝛewd and crooke-backed villaine, oft haſt thou ſer- 
ned mee ſuch knauiſh frickes: What wozſe thing 
canſt thou doe to me,than to mocke both mee and my 
wife alſo? but the time will come that J ſhall make 

thee die an enill A And within —_ after , 
xantus 
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Exantus (aid to Eſop: Look well that no fooles enter 
into my houſe, but onely the Dꝛatoꝛs and Philoſo- 
phers. Eſop ſet himſelfe beſide the Gate, and as one 
of the Philoſophers ſhould haue entted, Eſop began 
to grin and ſapd, Come in thou dogge; and the Phi- 
loſopher thinking he had derided him, al wzoth went 
his wap: and thus did many other. But at the laſt, 
came there ene that was very ſubtile, to whom Eſop 
did as he had done to the other; 4 he that was wiſe, 
anſwered him ſweetly, and then Eſop did let him en- 
ter into the houſe, and anon he went againe to his 
Lozd and ſaio, No Philoſopher is come to the gate, 
but this one:wherefo2e Exantus thought ai the other 
bad mockt him, and was very angry. On the moz2- 
row as they met with Exantus,they ſaid fo him thus; 
Exantus, thon mockedſt vs wel yeſterday; fo2 he that 
kept the gate, caſt on vs a ſhꝛewd lokezand called vs 
Dogs :foz which cauſe Exantus was moze troubled 
than he was befoze. And anon he called Eſop, and 
ſapd to him; Go thou crooke-backed counterfeited, 
and falſe churle, they whom thou ſhouldff haue recei⸗ 
ued with woꝛſhip and great honour, thoſe thou haſt 
vitaperedand mocked. Eſop ſayd vnto him, Zhou 
charged and commandedſt me , that J ſhonldlec 
none enter into thy houſe , but wiſe Philoſophers. 
And Exantusſapd; Ah falſe face, and crooke-backed 
knaue, be not theſe wiſe Philoſophers ? No ter- 
tainty,replied Eſop;foz when J bade them enter into 
thy houſe, they entred not, and like foles went their 
wayes againe, without ſaying any woꝛd: but this 
one anſwered wiſely ; and therefoze J repute and al- 
low him a ſage and wiſe Philoſopher; and the other 
| : as 
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as fooles, fo2 a foole is he that taketh any light thing 
in anger. Ans then all the Samiens and Philoſophers 


that were there, appꝛooued the anſwer of Efop, and 


they maruelled much at his wiſedome. 


How Eſop found a treaſure, and how Exantus 
made him to be put in priſon. 

Nd within a while after, as Exantus 4 Eſop wers 

together beholding the great ſepulchers oz tombs 


and the Epitaphs or ancient folke, Eſop perteiued an 


arch that was nigh ol a columne, vnto the which men 
went vnto by foure ſteps; thither he went, and with- 
out any conſonants he ſaw letters wzitten, after the 
manner following A BEOCTH CH. Then Eſop 
called his mafter and ſaid vnto him: PyLozd, what 
betokeneth theſe Letters: Exantus looked and beheld 
them well, and knew not what they ſhould ſignifte ; 
wherefo2e he ſaidtoEſop, tell me what theſe letters 
ſignifle, and Eſop ſaid my Lo2dif J ſhew thee a faire 
treaſure, what reward ſhall J haue of thee? Exantus 
ſaid; haue thou a good courage, fo2 J ſhall gine thee 
freevome and libertie and halfe of the treaſure; and 
anon Eſop went downe the foure ſteps, and ſo deepe 
he delued at the foote of the columne, that he found 
the hidden treaſure:which anon he bzought vp to his 
Lozd and ſaid: Py Lo2d, J pzay thee that thou wilt 
do vnto me as thou haſt pꝛomiſed:and Exantus ſaid 
to him, oꝛ euer thou haſt liberty and freedome, thou 
mult learne me how thou knoweſt this Science; foz 
the vnderſtanding thereof, ſhall be moze pꝛecious 
vnto me then to haue all the freaſure: Eſop ſaid, he 
that had this treaſare, had ſpecifted it by the letters 

& C which 
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which is here waitten in Latine , Aſcende gradus 
iſtos quatuop,fodias & inuenies Theſaurum auri. 

Then Exantus told him: Sith thou art ſo ſubtile 
thou ſhalt not yet haue libertie: and Eſope ſaid vnfo 
him, Looke well what thou docſt, foz this treaſure 
appertaineth to the king Dionyſius. And Exantus 
aſked ol him how he knew that ? and Eſope ſaid, by 
the Letters, which ſignifte vnto vs: that thou giue 
bntc Dionyſus the treaſure which thou haſt found, 
And when Ex intus heard him ſay that the treaſure 
which the found was as pertaining to the king Di- 

onyſius, he ſaid thus: Eſope, take thou the one halle 
br this treaſure, and let no man know of it. Eſope 
then ſaid vnto him, thou giueſt it me not, but he that 
hid it here giuethit vnto me. And Exantys ſaid, How 
knoweſt thou that? Eſope anſwered, by the letters 
following, which ſigniſie the ſame, to wit, ED Q- 
I T A. The which letters ſigniſie in Latine, Eun- 
tes dimitte quem inueniſtis Theſaurum auri- And 
them 1 laid: goe we home, and there we (hall 
part i | 


How Exantusdclinered Eſop out of priſon, and 
how Exantus promiſcd tim freedome 

8 and libertie. 

Fter that Exantus was returned home againe, 

he maruailed greatly at the wiſedome of E ſope. 
But foꝛ the libertie and freedome which hee deman⸗ 
ded, he was angry, and dꝛeading the tongue of Eſop 
made him to bee put in pꝛiſon. Then ſatd Eſope, 
this is a faire pꝛomiſe of a Philoſopher. Thou wot- 
telt well how thou pomiledlt vnto me lreedome and 
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liberty, but in ſfead thereof Jam put info pꝛiſon. 
When as Exanrus heard him ſay ſo, he reuoked and 
changed his lentence, and made him to be delinered, 
and after ſaid vnto him, Jfthou wilt be put to thy li⸗ 
bertp, hold thy tongue in peace, t accuſe me no moꝛe. 
And Eiop ſaid, Doe what thou wilt foz whether thou 
wilt oz no,thou ſhalt ſhoztly ſet me at liberty. That 
ſame time befcll a maruailous thing within the Ci- 
tie ol Samic, Foz as men played there the common x 
publike plapes, as pet they be accuſtomed to doe in 
many good cities, an Eagle ſuddenly fle w thzough al 
the company of people, and took and bare away with 
him, the Ring and ſeale of the ſoueraigntp and puiſ- 
ſance of all that City, and let it fall into the pit of a 
man who was not in liberty: foz which deed and to- 
ken, all the people of Samie marnailed greatly, and 
there aroſe a great rumo2 in the City among the 
people. Foz much they were dombtffall of ſome perſe- 
cution , and wilt not what the thing might ſigniſie, 
wherefo2e they were in great doubt and heauineſſe 
Uherefoze incontinent they came towaru Exantus 
as vnto him which they held foz the-moſt ſage and 
wiſe man of the City of Samie , and demaunded of 
him what this maruell ſignified , and alſo what was 


likely to fall thereby. Exantus was ignoꝛant, and 


knew not the ſignification of this maruell. whereup- 
on hee demanded of the people time and ſpace fo2 fo 
giue hereupon an anſwer. Exantus then was in 
great heauineſſe, becauſe he wiſt not what to ſay to 
this thing: and Eſop ſering him ſo heaup and full of 
ſozrow , ſaid vnto him, Py Paſter, why art thou 


lo heavy iuthy countenance? leaue ſszrow and take 
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with thee ioy and gladnes, giue me the charge to an⸗ 
fwer the Samians, and to mo2row thou ſhalt ſap to 
them theſe wozds, My Lo2ds of Samie, Jam no Di- 
uine noꝛ interpꝛeter of the maruailous things that be 
to come, neuertheleſſe, J haue a ſeruant in my houſe, 
which ((as he ſaith) can tell theſe things, ik it pleaſe 
you, I ſhall make him come befoze you, then by my 


counſell it A ſhall ſatis fie all the feilowſhip,thou ſhalt .. 


thereloꝛe receiue and haue woꝛſhip, glozy and p2ofit; 
and if J cannot ſatisfie them, thou ſhalt be deliuered 
of great infamy and ſhame, and J ſhall be rebuked, x 
put to great ſhame: then Exantus hauing his truſt in 


the woꝛds of Eſop, went on the mozrow to the great 


plate of Samy and aſſembled there the people, à went 
vp on high whereas the Judge was accuſtomed to ſit: 
and as he had learned ot his ieruant Eſop, ſo hee de- 
clared there befoze the Samiens. The which things 
when he had ſaid, they pꝛaied him that he would cauſs 
his ſeruant to come befoꝛe them. Ind anon Eſoptamt 
thither, and as he ſtood beloꝛe all the companp, al the 
people pꝛeſeat looked and beheld him with great mar. 
uell, betauſe he was defo2meo and crooked of body, 4 
ſayd,Loke, here is a faire perſon, able to be a ſure di- 
nine; and went and mocked him. And Eſop beeing 
then on the higheſt part of al the plate, began fo make 
a ſigne with his hand vnto all the people, to the end 
that the? ſhonld hold their peace and keepe ſilence: 
and then he lpake vnto them in this manner: | 

DpLo:ds, fo2 what cauſe laugh pee and ſcozne | 
mee foz ny foꝛme: know pee not, that men muſt not 
looke in the face of a man, fo ſee and behold of what 
figure 92 fozme hee is ok, but onely to know wiſe- | 


dome? 


- 
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dome? Alſo men ought not to take heede of the veſſell, 
foz oft a foule veſſeilis full of good Mine. And when 
the Samians heard theſe woꝛds, they ſaid to Eſop, if 
thou canſt giue vs good counſell fo2 all the wealth of 
the 8 people, we all pzay thce that thou wilt 
doe it. | 

And then Eſop hauing confidence and truſt in his 
wiſedome,ſaid thus: Fo2tune which ( loueth diſſen⸗ 
tion) hath this day ſet and put debate and ſtrife be- 
tweene the Lo2d and the ſeruant ; fo2 he that ſhall 
vanquiſh , ſhall not be paide no2 rewarded after his 
deſert. Foz if the Loꝛd get the victozy, J that am his 
ſeruant ſhall get no libertie as right requireth , buf 
I qhall be heaten and curſed, andimpziſoned: where- 
foze if ye will that J giue a ful ſolution of that pe de⸗ 
mand, Jaſke and require you that ye doe make mee 
free, and ſet me againeintomy liberty, tothe intent 
that with truſt, confidence, and andacity, I map 
ſpeake to you: and J pꝛomiſe and affure you, that J 
ſhall ſhew you (to pour p3ofit) the true ſignification 
and plaine vnderſtanding of this great anger and 
ligne. 

And they all ſaid with an equall voyce, hee aſketh 
a thing very reaſonable and iuſt, wherefoze Exantus 
ſhall make him free, and giue him his liberty as rea- 
| ſon is. Mhich thing when Exantus heard, he refuſed 
to doe. And the Loꝛd of the authozity publique, ſaid 
vnto him. Exantus, it thou wilt uot obey to the peo⸗ 
ple, I chall by my owne authoꝛitie, take him out ot thy 
| ſeruice, and ſhall ſet him at liberty , and make him 
© | equall with thee. 


How 
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How Eſop was reſtored vnto his liberty by 
the will of his Maſter, | 

Nd becauſe that Exantus was required of al his 

friends, that he ſhould reſtoꝛe and put Eſop into 
libei ty, he laid to E ope, albeit that it is not my good 
will, yet J giue thee liberty. And anon he that made 
the P2oclamation, went into every place where ſuch 
Pꝛotlamation ſhould be made, and pꝛotlaimed, Exan- 
tus had giuen free liberty to Eſopc. And when this 
was done. Eſop went infothe midſt of all the ſellow. 


ſhqip, and made a ſigne with his hand, that every one 


ſhould kee pe ſilence, and after ſaid, my Lozds ok Sa. 
mie, the Eagle which is king above all other birds, 
as the king is aboue the people, this bird hath taken 
away the cffec and ſeale of your Gouernour: This 
betokeneth and ſignifieth, that a King ſhall aske and 
demand your liberty, and deſtroy pourlawes. And 
when the Samians heard theſe woꝛds, they were aba 
ſhed, and anoy came the Purſivant with letters, and 
demanded after the ſignet of the Samians. The mel. 
ſenget was bꝛought befoze the councell of the fowne, 
fo whom he pꝛeſented his letters, containing the ſen- 
tence following. Craſſus king of Lindians to the He⸗ 
nate and common people of Samy, griting and com. 
manding pou, that pou de to me obepſance, and pay 
mee tributes, which if you refuſe to dee, J ſhall put 


vou to death and burne pour towne. Mhereat the 


Samiaus were abaſhed, and foꝛ feare willing to obey 
vnto him Buknenertheleſſe, firſt they went to Eſop. 
and pꝛaped him to ſay thereof his minde. The which 
ſaid: Py Lozds of Samie, albeit that J would pet 
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inclined fo obey the King of Lindy, neverthelefſe, to 
the intent thatJ may counſel you that which is u@ed- 
full, and foz the pnblike wealth and p3ofit, J doe yon 
to kuow, that Foztune in this moztall lite, doth ſhew - - 
two things, and two manner of wales: The one is 
liberty, whereof the beginning 1s hard and difficult, 
but the end ol it good and eaſie. The other part is 
ſeruitude, whereof the beginning is eaſie, but the end 
thereof is ſharp & bitter. And when the Samiens heard 
theſe wozds, knowing that they tended fo the good 
ofthe common wealth, they conſented to take p ad- 
uice of Eſope,and ſaid altogether, becauſe that we be 
in liberty, we will not be ſeruants vnto any man: 
and with this anſwer ſent againe the meſſenger to 
Craſſus. And when the king heard this anſwer, hee 
was wꝛoth and gathered all his men of war, and all 
the nobles of his realme, and pꝛepared a great armie 
todeſtroy the Samicns. The which thing he might 
haue bꝛought about had not the mellenger bin, which 
ſaid vnto him, Right dear ſir, thou maiſt not be auen⸗ 
ged on the Simiens ſo long as they haue Eſope with 
them, which in al their affaires and deeds helpeth and 
counſelleth them; wherefozeit is neteſlary that thou 
ſend an Embaſſado2 vnto the Samiens, that thep ſhall 
ſend thee Eſope, and that thou wilt pardon 4fozgiue' 
them their treſpaſſe,fo2if thou maiſt haue Elope, thep 
of Samy be in thy hands. And the king ſuddenly ſent 
Embaſſadozs to them of Samy, the which En:ba*. 
ſado2s applied and ſet their wits, to ſhew vnto the 
Senate et Samy the will of their Lozv Craſſus: and 
ſaid that they ſhould ſend Eſope ſpeedily vnto hun: 
and when Eſope vnderſtood what the king deman-- 
C 4 ded, 
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dev, hee ſaid to the Samians, My Lo2ds, it pleaſetb 
me well to goe toward the king, but befoze J goe, J 
Will tell you a Fable. | 
How the Wolues ſent their Embaſſa- 
dours to the ſheepe. 
12 time when beaſts could ſpeake, the Molues 
made warre againſt the Sheepe, and becauſe the 
Sheepe might not keepe them, noz hold againft the 
Wolues,they demanded helpe of the Dogges,by the 
which the ſheepe made the wolnes fo returne back⸗ 
ward. And becauſe the Molues couldno2 might not 
get no2 haue any pꝛep, noꝛ winne nothing vpon the 
ſheepe becauſe of the dogs that kept them, the wolues 
on a time ſent an @mbaſſado2 vnto the ſhe&pe , koꝛ to 
haue perpetuall peace with them: and foz to haue 
peace, the Molues went and demanded, that foz to 
eſchew all ſuſpition, the Dogs ſhould be ginen to the 
Wolues, oz elſe deſtroped fo2 euer. And the Sheep 
as fooles, in hope of peace and concoꝛd, conſented to 
their demand. And when all the dogs were ſlaine, the 
wolues took vengeance vpon the ſheep, as daily ap- 
peareth. When Eſop rehearſeth this fable, the Sami- 
aus detemined among themſelues, that Eſop ſhould 
not goe toward the Uing. 
How Eſop obeyed not Samians, 
but went toward the King. 
Esso. obeyed not the will of the Samians, but 
went withthe Zmbafſſavozs towards the King. 
And when he was come fo the kings courf, the King 
ſeeing that Eſop was ſo defoꝛmed, and croked of 
body, he was angry and wzoth with himſelfe,and ſaid 
with great maruell, Js this ſame he, foz the truſt of 
whom 
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whom they of Samy would not obey vnto me? Eſope 
then ſaid: Ah right deare Sir and King, certainly I, 
ain not come befoze thy Maieſtie by fozce, but of my 
good will Jam come to thee, truſting ſo much vpon 
thy benignity , that thou wilt heare what I ſhall ſay 
vnto thee. 

The king gaue him audience, a leaue fo ſay what 
he would, and thus he began: The other day there 
was a man which chaſed the Flyes, the which man 
toke a Nightingale, x the Nightingale ſeeing that he 
would haue killed her, ſaid to the Faulconer, A pꝛay 
thee that thou without caule wilt not lay me, foz to 
no body J do any harme 02 danger, foꝛ J eate not the 
coꝛne, no2 deſtroy the fruits ofthe earth, but giue ſo- 
lace and iop to all them that goe by the way with my 
ſong and voice, and oſ me ſhalt thou haue but onely a 
little carkaſſe: and when the Falconer heard the bird 
ſpeake theſe wozds, he let her go. UWhereſo2e(right 
deare Sit) J pꝛap the that thou without cauſe wilt 
not ſlay ne which am nought and nothing wo2th, foz 
to no hody I doe harme noꝛ would J doe. And fo2 the 
defect and fa bleneſle of my body, J may not do, but J 
can ſpeake and ſay things that bee pꝛofitable to them 
that be in the moztall life of this pꝛeſent wozld. The 
king then maruelled and was moued fo pittie, and 
ſaid to Eſop, I giuenot to thee thy life, foꝛ foztune gi- 
ueth it thee, 4if thou wilt haue ought elſe of me, aſke 
tit ſhal be giuen thee. Then Eſop (aid, I aſke nothing 
of thee, but onely that thou giue me the tribute of the 
Samians. Mell, ſaid the Ring, I am content. Then 
Eſop greatly thanked the king, and after that he com. 
poſed tha Fables which be wzitten here in this book, 

and 
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and to the ing he gane them, and demanded of him 
the letters ofthe gift, fo the remilsion of the tributes 
ol the Samians, the which were deliuered to him by 
the Kings commandement , and with his good will, 
and many other gifts: and Efop then tooke his leaue 
of the King, and returned to Samy. 


How Eſop returned to Samy againe. 


A Fter that Eſop was arriued in Samy, the people 
reteiued him wozſhipfully, and made great iop at 
his comming. And Eſop commanded the people to be 
aſſembled together at a tertaine day in the plate ap⸗ 
pointed. And when as Eſop was ſet in the ſeate, he 
read vnto them the ropall Letters of king Craſſus, 
how he remitted and foꝛgaue them the tributes. Alter 
this Eſope departed from Samy, and would goe ſpoꝛt 
himſelfe thzough many Regions, nations, and cities, 
giuing enfignments by hiſtozies and fables vnto 
moꝛtall men. Amongſt the reſt he came to Babylon; x 
becauſe he did ſhew there his wiſedome, he was re- 
teiued and wozſhipfully feaſted of Lycure king of 
Babylon. At that time the kings did ſend one to an- 


ther playcs and pꝛoblematicks, and ſuch other plea⸗ 


ſant deuices foꝛ their diſpozts:and he which could not 
interpꝛet them, ſent tribute to him that ſent them. 
And becauſe that Eſope could interpꝛet them, hee 
taught the king of Babylon the manner of it. After 
that he compoſed many Fables, which the king of 
Babylon ſent to other kings, and becanſe they could 
not inferpzet them, they ſent many-tributes vnto 


him, whereby his whole realme was mightily enri- 


ched. After that becauſe Eſop had no pong _— 
ee 
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he adopted a noble poung thilde to bee his ſonne; the 
which he pꝛeſented to the king: and he reteined him 
as if he had beene his owne ſonne, which child was 


named Euus. This Enus within a little while after 


medled with the chamberer of Eſop,which he held foz 
his wife, and often knew her bovily, and becauſe hee 

was meatly in doubt that Eſop would anenge him- 
ſelke, hee accuſed Eſop to the king of diners crimes 
and high freaſon,he alſo compoſed falſe letters, ſhew- 
ing by them to the king, how Eſop by fables which 
he ſent here and there, had betrayed hin, and that he 
had conſpired his death. 


How the King commanded that Eſope ſhould 
be put to death, and how he 
was faucd, 

"TJ Leng Lycure belecning & giving credit to the 

accuſation made againſt Eſop, was very wꝛoth, 
and commaunded Horope his Scnethall that Efcp 
ſhould be put to death. But Horope iceing that his 
ſentence was vniuft, kept Etfop ſecretly within a @e- 


pulcher, and all his goods were ginen to his ſon which 


had accuſed him. Long after this N:Rabanus king of 
Caypt,weening that Eſope had certainly been put to 
death, accoꝛding to the commandement, ſent a pꝛopo- 
ſition pꝛoblematick to Lycure king of Babyls, which 


was as followeth.NaQabanus king of Egypt ſendeth 


greeting ento Lycure king offBabylo. Becauſe J wold 
edifie 4 build a tower the which ſhall not touch heaue 
nozearth, A pzay thee ſend bnto me Paſons to make 


bp theſaid tower:and this requeſt beeing accompli- 


ſhed, J ſhall gine vnto thee the tenth tribute of all 
mx 
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my lands and realmes. And when the King ol Baby- 
lon heard this demand, he was greatly froubled and 
wꝛoth, E thought how he might giue anſwer to this 
queſtion. And when he had called al his ſages , foz to 
bane the ſolution thereof , and found none that could 
declare the ſame, the lzing was moze angry then hee 
was befoze. And foz the great ſozrow that he tooke 
thereof, he fell downe to the ground, and ſaid: Alas. 
am miſerable, and haue loſt the crowne ofmy realme. 
Curſed bee he, by whom J made Eſope to be put 
to death. And when Horope the Seneſhall knew the 
great anguiſh and ſozrow of the King: he ſaid tohim, 
Right deare ſir,take no more ſozrow in thy heart, but 
pardsn x fo2giue me, foz Jmadenot Eſop fo bee put 
fo death as thou commandedft me;fo2 wel J wiſt that 
pet thou ſhouldeſt haue need of him: and doubting fo 
viſpleaſe thy Paieſty , ſince that day fo this J haue 
kept him in a Sepulcher. When the King heard this, 
he was very glad, and anon he roſe from the ground 
where he lay, and went andembzaced the Seneſhall 
ſaying: itit be ſothat Eſop may be found aliue, dy- 
ring my ſelle J ſhall be bound to thee, and therefoze J 
pꝛay thee if it be ſo, let him tome to me quickly. 


How Eſope was brought before the King, and how 

the King commanded, that he ſhould be put 

in his former office and dig- 
nitꝛy againe. 

Sop being bzought befoze the ning, fell downe 
at the Kings feet. And when the King ſaw that 
Eſope loked ſo pale and ill, hee had of him great 
pitty, and commanded that hee ould bee taken vp 
and 
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and newlycloathed. And when Eſope was vpon his 
feete, he came befoze the Ning, and ful meekly ſaluted 
him, and demanded ol him the cauſe why he had been 
put in pziſon- Then the King ſaid, that his adopted 
ſonne Enus had accuſed him: and the King coinmans 
ded that Enus ſhould be puniſhed with ſuch paine, as 
thoſe deſerue that deniſe the death of their Fathers. 
But Eſope pꝛaped the King hee would ſoꝛgiue him. 
And when the King ſhewed Eſop the queſtion of the 
Ling of Egypt, e when Eſop had ſeene the Letter, he 
ſaid to the King, Waite againe to the Kingof Egypt, 
t giue to him this anſwer: That after the winter (hall 
bee paſſed and gone, thou ſhalt ſend vnto him wozk- 
men to buildand make vp his Tower. And thus hee 
ſent Embaſſadoꝛs fo the King of Egypt. After this, 
the King made all the goods of Eſope to be retozed 
vnto him, and he to be put in his firſt dignity, gining 
him full authozity and might to puniſh his ſonne al- 


ter his owne will. But Eſop benignly receiued again 


into his houſe his adopted Son, and ſweetly chaſſis 
ſed and co2rected him, and ſaid: my ſonne,obſerue you 
my commandements, and keepe them in thy memo⸗ 
ry: Fo2 we gine well counſaile to other, but foz ont 


ſelues we cannot take it:but becauſe thou art an hu- 


mane man thou muſt be ſubtect to Foztune:Therfoze 
thou ſhalt firſt lone God, and keepe thy ſeife from the 
wꝛath and anger of the King. 

And becauſe that thou art an humane man, haue 
thy care g ſolicitude on humane things, koꝛ GOD 
doth puniſh the wicked folke: alſo it is no good : 
heauenlp thing to doe any body harme, but ſhew 


thy ſelle cruell to thoſe that are thine 
» 
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the end that of them thou be not condemned: and fo 
friends make topfall ſemblance and good chere, to 
the end that thou maieſt haue the moze afurance of 
their helpe and good will; fo2 thou onghteſt to deſire 
p2oſperity and welfare to thy friends, and adue:ſity 
to all thine enemies. Zhou maieſt ipeake faite to thy 
wife, to the intent that ſhe take not another man; be⸗ 
cauſe a wom Jn is variable, and as men flatter and 
ſpeake faite to her, ſhe is leſſe inclined to do any cnill. 
Keepe the well from the fellowſhip of the craeil man: 
fo albeit that he haue good p2oſperity, vet he is mile- 
cable. Stop thine eares', and hold well thy tongue 
from ſuch talking , and haue no enuy at other mens 
goods,foz enuy hindereth the enuious.Yane care and 
regard-ouer thy family, and that thou maieſt be loned 
like aLozd, haue ſhame in thy ſelfe to doe any thing 
againſt reaſon, & be negligent oz retchleſſe to learne 
euery day. Tell not thy counſell to thy wife, ſpend 
no2 waſte not thy goods wilkullp, fo; better it is fo a 


man to leaue his goods after his death, then to bee a 


begger in his life. Salute iopfully ſuch as thou mee; 
feſt by the wap. Fo2 the dogge maketh ſigne of top 
with his taile to ſuch as hee knoweth by the way. 
Mock no man, neuer hide thy wiſedome g al that thou 
boꝛroweſt giue it againe with good wil: z thoſe which 
thou maieſt helpe:refuſe not to doe good to. Reepe thee 
from euill company: ſhew to thy friends thy affaires 
and buſines,and beware that thou do nothing wher- 
of thou maieſt repent thee afterward: and when ads 
nerſity commeth, beate it patiently. Harbour them 
that be harbourleſle, cloath the naked. A good woꝛd 


appealeth anger. Surely he is happy that * 
im 
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him a good friend - foz nothing is ſo ſecretly kept, 
but one time oz other if wil come to light. 
How Enus departed from Eſope, and went 
and killed himſelfe. 
Hus with many admonitions did Eſope inffruct 
his ſonne, and Enus departed and ſaid, that vn- 
iuſtty and without canſe he had accuſed Eſop,foz 
which he was full of heauines and ſozrow, and went 
bp to the top of a high mountaine , and from thence 
taſt himſelfe downe to the bottome: and thus wil 
fully he bzake his bones and killed himſelfe , as he 
had euer kept euill rule aud miſgonernance: fo2 of an 
euill life commeth an euill end. After this, Eſope 
commanded the Favlconers that they ſhonld take 
foure young Eagles which wers not pet faozth of 
their neſt. And when Eſop had them, hee accuſto- 
med them to eate their meate high and low, and each 
of them had to their fete two childzen laſtened and 
bound: and as the childzen lift vpward, made their 
meate to come downeward, the young Cagles like⸗ 
wiſe followed vp and downe fo take their meate- 
Theſe things thus ozdered, and Winter beeing 
gone and paſt, Eſop tocke leaue of King Lycure, and 
with his Eagles and childzen went into Egipt, and 
when he was come beſoze the Ring , the king ſeeing 
Eſope ſo defozmed and croke-backed, thought in 
himſelfe that hee was but a beaff,and that the King 
of Babylon mocked him and his perſon, foz he con- 
fidered not that a foule veſſell might bee full of good 
Wine. Foꝛ men ought not onely to take heede ofthe 
beſſell, but to that which is in it. Eſope then ow 
ſently kneeled befoze the king, and right _— 
| alated 
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ſalufed him: and the King ſitting in his Maieſtie, 
ſaluted him right graciouſly and benignip ſaying in 
this manner: Dow likeſt thou me r mine? And Eſop 
anſwered, Sir, thou ſeemeſt to me to be the Sunne, 
and thy men the beames thereof. 


How Eſope made ſolution to the King of Egypt, vp- 
on the queſtion which he ſent to the 
King of Baby lon. 

T?*: Ring hauing heard the anſwer of Eſop, great⸗ 

ly maruelled that he was ſo (ubtitin his anſwers 

t ſaid to him in this manner, Haſt thou bꝛought 
with thee all them that ſhall ediſie and make vp my 
Tower: J haue ſaid Eſop. But firſt thou muſt ſhew 
vnto me the place where as thou wilt haue it. The 
king then departed out ofthe place, and ſet Eſop in a 
faire field,and ſaid, Seeſt thou this faire field*ifis the 
place where J would haue my tower. Eſope then to 
each coꝛner of this field laid an Eagle with two chil- 
dꝛen. The childꝛen held the meat vpward in the apꝛe. 
t the Eagles began to flie after it. And then the chil- 
dꝛen with an high voice began to cry, ſaying: Bꝛing 
vs now clap ſtone, bꝛick, wood, and tiles, and we ſhal 
build vp the Tower. And when the king ſaw this, hee 
laid to Eſop, as by great admiration: What haue ye 
men in your land which haue wings:x Eſop ſaid, yea, 
we haue many ſuch. Then ſaid the king to Eſop,. Thou 
haſt vanquiſhed me by thy reaſons t moꝛds. But J 


- pzay thee anſwer mee vnto this queſtion. J haue 


made mares to be bꝛought to me out of Greece, and 
they hane receined and bare hozſes by thehelp of the 
hoꝛſes of Babylon. And Eſop then anſwered * , 

ir 
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Hir, fo mozrow A ſhall giue you an anſwer vnto 
this queſtion. And after that E ſop was returned to 
his lodging, he ſaid in this manner to his ſeruants: 
Looke that among pou pe get me a great Cat. and 
the ſeruants accompliſhed the will of Eſop. Then 
Eſop openly befoze the folkes made the Cat to bes 
beaten with rods: and as the Egyptians ſaw this , 
they ran anon after the Cat to haue taken him, buf 
they might not: which feate done, the Egyptians 
went and told the king thereof. And anon the Ring 
commanded that Eſop ſhould be bzonght befoze his 
perſon. And when Eſop was tome, the King ſaid 
vnts him; Come hither , what haſt thou done? 
wotteſt thou not that the god which is adozed and 
woꝛſhipped of vs, is of the figure and likeneſſe of a 
Cat? F02 certaine all the Cgyptians wozſhip and 
adoꝛe the Jdoll made after the fo2zme and figure of a 
Cat, wherefoze greatly haf thou offended. And E- 
ſope (aid thus to the Ring: Sir, this falſe and euill 
beaſt, on the night {aft paſt, offended againſt the King 
of Babylon, foz this beaſt hath ſlaine a Cocke which 
he much loued, becauſe he fought ſo ſtrongip, and 
ſung on thehoures of the night. And the King ſaid; 
Eſope, I ſhould neuer haue thought that thou woul / 


deſt haue made ſo great a leaſing befoze mee. Foz it 


may not be that this Cat ſhould haue gone and come 
in a night from hence to Babylon. And Eſope ſmi- 
ling ſaid to him, Sir, in ſuch manner commeth and 
goeth ta Babylon hozſes, which the mares bꝛought 
out of Greece conceiued, and bare pong ho2ſes. -Any 


the king hearing this, pꝛaiſed greatly thewiſedome 
of Eſope, and then the mg made moe of him, any 


moe 
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moꝛe woꝛſhipped him then he did befoze. And on the 
next mozrow after, the King of Egypt made all the 
chiefeſt and greateſt of his Philoſophers, and wiſeſt 
men in all the countcey to be called befoze him, the 
which hee infozmed of the great lubtilty and wit of 


| Eſop and commanded them to goe to Supper into 


his court with E ſope. Then thep beeing ſet at the ta. 
ble , one of them ſaid thus to Eſope, thou muſt par- 
don mee, fo2 hither am I ſent to ſpeake with thee: 
and Eſope ſatd, ſay what it pleaſeth thee:and he laid: 
At is Gods will no man ſhould make any leaſings. 


And aſfer, another ſaid vnto Eſope, there is a great 


temple, in the which is a columne right great, the 
which columne beareth and ſuſtaineth twelue Cities, 
and euery Citie is couered with xxx. great ſailes, vp- 
on the which two women be ener running. And E⸗ 
ſop anſwered him in this manner, The ſmall and 
little childꝛen in Babylon , know the ſolution of this 
queſtion. Foz this temple whereof thou ſpeakeſt is 
beauen,and the columne is the earth, the rit. Cities be 
the rit.moneths of the yeere,and the xxx. ſailes be the 
dates of the moneths, and the two women which be 
euer running ouer theſe ſailes, is the day and the 
night. Then ſaid the ing ol Egypt to the Lozds of 
his court, it is now right and reaſon, that J doe ſend 
gifts and tributes to the King of Babylon. And one 
of them ſaid fo the King: Sir, we muſt pet make to 
him another queſtion, the which is this. UWhat is 


that we neuer heard neſaw? And the King pzayey 


Eſop to giue ſolution to this queſtien. And Eſop 
went to his lodging, and fained to make an Dbliga- 
tion, on the which her made to bie witten this that 

follow- 


— 
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followeth. J Nactabanus King of Egypt, make if 
knowne to all inen, that J haue bozrowed of King 
Lycure a thouſand marke of goid, which J N..Ra- 
banus pꝛomiſed to pay to the ſaid king T.ycure with- 
ina certaine time, (which then was paſt: ) this w2t- 
ting did Eſope pꝛeſent on the mozrow following to 
the Bing of Egypt, which greatly maruelled thereaf, 
and ſaid to the noblemen of his court that were there 
pzeſent : Paue you ſeene 0z ever heard lap, that the 
King Lycure hath lent to me any money oz other 
thing? And as the Lo2ds ſay nay, Elop then ſaid to 
them: If it be as ye ſay, then pour queſtion is aſſoy- 
led, foz now ye heare and ſee that which you neuer 
heard no2 ſaw. And then they of Egypt ſaio,that king 
Lycure was happy and foꝛtunate, to haue ſuch a ſubs 
lect and ſeruant as Eſop was, and the Ring ſent Eſop 
againe vnto Babylon with great gifts, and tributes 
foz the King of Babylon. 


How Eſop returned into B.by lon, and how the King 
cauſed a ſtatue or image of gold to be ſet vp 
in konour of him. 

\ Fter Eſope was tame againe befoze the King 

rok Babplon, hee rehearſeth to him all hee had 
done in Egypt. UWherefoze the King commanded , 
that in the woꝛſhip of Eſop, aStatue oz Image of 
gold ſhould bee ſet vp in the publique o2 common 
place. Mithin a while after, Eſop had great deſire 
to goe into Greece , and aſked leave of the Ring to 
goe thither , whereof the ing was ſozrowſull, and 
Eſop pꝛomiſed him, that he would returne info Ba- 
bylon, and TI en him: and 
thus 
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thus the King granted to him leave. And as Eſop || glam 

travelled th2ough all the Cities of Greece with dem 

wozlhip,he ſhewed his @apience and Fables. in ſuch men 

wiſe that he got woꝛſhip and gloꝛzy. and was rens w; thou 

ned thꝛough all the Land of Greece, At the laſt hee 

came into the Land of Delphy, which was the beſt H 
20ttince in all Greece. The Citizens then of the 

Citie of Delphy, by their enuy mocked and diſhono- 

| red Eſop, and Eſop ſaid vnto them: Þy Lo2ds, ve | 
be like the wood which is carried on the Dea, foz | 

f when men ſee it a farre off, being toſſed with the the. 

waues it ſeemes to be right great, but when men be 


neere, it appeareth but a (mall thing. Thus is it of — 

145 vou, fo2 when J was farre from you, I weened that not 
1 ve had beene the beſt ol all the land, and now A know I pis 
[47 that ye be the woꝛſt. And when the Delphines heard J feeit 
(if F ' theſe wozds, they heldAcounſell together, and one tha! 


of them ſaid : Moſt wiſe Lozd, ye know. very well ano 
how that this man hath had great glozy in all the Ci- (as 


FR ties and places where he hath beene, wherefoze it wee gt d 
N fake not heede to our ſelues, he will robbe vs of our tat 
| 0 great authozitie, and deſtrop vs. Then they imagi⸗ vob 
| oy | ned how and in what manner they might put him to the 
RN death, but they durſt not attempt it f: the great com- tot 
| 27 pany of ſtrangers that were then within the Citie. yea 
9 | Neuertheleſſe, as they cſpted one of the (eruaiifs lou 
4.7 of Eſop making the mates and other geare ready to for 
ride and depart thence; they went and tooke a cup of eat 
h. gold out ofthe temple of Apollo, and ſecretly put it the 
\ into the male of Eſope. Eſop then beeing ignozant Co 
1 hereof,departed from Delphy. But ere he was karre. pet 
4. the trayfozs ranne after, making great noyſe and nel 
124 clamoz. 
4 
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clamoz. And Eſop ſaid to them, Oy Loꝛds, why take 
re me? And they ſaid, ha theefe of celeſtiall ozna- 
ments, crook · backed and ſacrilegious, whereſoꝛe haſt 
thou deſpiſed and robbed the templo of Apollo? 


How Efope was betrayed, and how he re heaſcd 
to the Delphines the Fable of the 
Rat and the Frogge. 

Essof hearing this, denied it. And foꝛthwith they 
vnbound the male, within the which they found 

the cup ol gold: and they went and ſhewed it beſoꝛe 
the people. And Efop conſidering and ſeeing their 
malice and wickedneſſe, and knowing that he could 
not eſcape, began to weepe and to be ſo2rowfull fo 
his fozfune. And one ol his friends named Demas, 
ſeeing Eſop thus weeping , comfo2zted him, ſaping 
thus: Haue good courage and reiopce thy ſelfe. And 
anon the Delphines went and concluded, that they 
(as a ſatriledger wozthy to receiue a villanous kind 
of death) ſhould fake Eſop, and tauſe him to bee led 
ta the toppe of a high mountaine, fe2 to be th:owne 
downefrom thence head⸗ long. When Eſope knew 
their ſentence, he rehearſed to them this Fable, foz 
to withdzaw them from their malice. ſaying, Chen 
peace was among all beaſts , the Rat and the Frog 
loued much each other, and the Nat called the Frog 
to come to dine with her. The Nat ſaid to the Frog, 
eate of the meate which pleaſeth thee beſt. And when 
they had eaten enough, the Frogge ſaid to the Rat: 
Come with mee , and thou ſhalt fare well at thy ſup⸗ 
per:and to the end thou maiſt the better paſſe the ri⸗ 
uer, thon ſhalt binde thy ſelfe to my foote. The Raf 
5 D 3 agreed 
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agreed, and anon the Frogge lept into the water, 
and dꝛew the Rat after her. And as the Rat was 
neere dꝛowned, he ſaid to the Frogge , TW2ongfully 
thou makeſt me to ſuffer death, but they that abide 
aliue ſhall auenge this miſdeed on thee. And as they 
wece thus dzawing, the one toward, and the other 
backward, a Bite ſeeing the debale and ſtrike be- 
tweene them, tooke them both together and ate 
them. Ja like manner pe make me dye w2ongful- 
ly: but 1Babylon and Greece ſhall auenge mee vpon 
vou. But pet foz all this the Delphines would not 
let Eſop goe, but inſtead of death they dꝛew and pul⸗ 
led him ſhꝛewdlip, and in the beſt manner that hee 
could, he defended himſelfe againſt them. 
How Eſope died miſerably. 
Pd as Eſope was thus fighting againſt them, 
he eſcaped out of their hands, and fled into the 
Temple of Apollo but all that p2oſited him nothing , 
fo2 by foꝛte and ſtrength they dꝛew him foath of the 


. teinple, and then they ledde him whereas they ment 
to put him to death. And Eſop ſeeing himſelfe to 


vitupered, ſaid vnto them : Pp Lozds , dzead pou 
not pour god Apollo ? he ſhall auenge mee on you. 
Notwithſtanding, foꝛ all he couid ſay, they bꝛought 
him to the place where he ſhould dye: and ſecing hee 
could not eſcape from them, hee began to them this 
Fable. There was a woman which had a daughter 
that was a virgin and a foole: the mother p2ayed oft 
to her gods, that they would give fo her daughter 
wit and reaſon. Yer daughter was once in the tem- 
ple, and heard what ſhe ſaid in her pzayers: and anon 

the maide went inte the field, ſaw a man which fil- 
led 
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led a ſacke full of coꝛne, ſhe came and aſked him what 
he did, and he ſaid: faire daughter, A put wit into this 
ſacke: and ſhee ſaid againe, alas my friend, J pzay 
ther that thou wilt put ſome wit into my body, m 
mother ſhallpay the well foz thy labour. Then he 
tooke her and put his wit into her belly, and took her 
maiden - head from her: and full glad thee returned 
home to her mother and laid to her, Mother, J haue 
found a faire young man, Which bath put witte into 
me: and her mother hearing theſe woꝛds, wared full 
of ſozrow, and ſaid: My daughter, thou haſt reco- 
uered ail thy wit, but the wit which thou hadſt thou 
haſt loſt. Likewiſe to them herehearſed another Fa- 
ble. There was a huſbandman which from his youth 
to his old age had neuer been in the fields, noz neuer 
came into any city ; hee pzayed his maſter that hee 
might once ſee the city, and they ſent him in a cart 
which was dꝛawne with Aﬀes, and ſaid to him, pꝛick 
well the Alles, and they ſhall leade thee fo the City : 
and after he had pzicked them, there aroſe a great 
tempeſt, wherewith the Alles were ſoze fouled, ſo 
that they left their wap, and tooke another way, and 
dew the cart vpon a mountaine top, ſo that both hee 
and the cart fell downe to the foote of the hill. And 
as he ſaw himſelſe falling, he ſaid fo Iupiter on this 
manner, Ah Iopiter, ik Joffend thee, muſt I there- 
foꝛe dye ſo miſetably * Jam moze grictied at theſe 
foule and inutile aſſes by whom Jmuſt receine death, 
then if they were faire and good hozſes. Euen ſoit 
fareth with me, foz of good men and iuſt J ſhould not 
be put to death, but of you which are euill. And as 
. were come to the > fo; to caſt downe 3 

ce 
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he fold them another fable in this manner. A certaine 
man was enamoured of his daughter, whom by fozce 
he deuoured, and ſhe ſaid vnto her father, ah Father 
thou art an euill man that haſt done to me ſuch a 
ſhaine,foz rather J ſhould hane ſuflered this crime of 
a hundꝛed other men then of thee ; ſemblably it is of 
mer, fo2 1 had rather ſuffer death of other men then 
of vou. Bo they thꝛew him downe from the top of 
the hill and thus he died miſerably. 
How the Delptines ſacrificed to their gods, 
ediſied a temple for to pleaſe them for 
the death of Eſop. 
Ndaſter, when Eſop was 2 to death, it fell 
that in their Citie ran a great peſtilence and 


famine, inſomuch that they loſt all their wits, and foz 


this cauſe they ſaexiſiced to their god Apollo, to the 
end to pleaſe him fo2 the death of Eſop, and became 
tyat vniuſtly and w2ongfully they put him to death, 
they made and edified a temple, and when the P2in- 
ces and great Lozds of Greece had tidings how the 
Delphines had put Eſop fo death, they came to 
Delph to puniſh them that had put Eſop to death. 
Thus endet the life of Eſope. 


Heere begianerk the Prologue of the 
firſt Booke. 
Omulus the ſonne of Tibere of the ROM, of 
Re » greeting. Eſop à man of Greece, 
ſobtile and ingenious, teacheth in his Fables 


how men onght to gouerne themſelues. And 
to the end that he might ſhew the life and cuſtomes 


of all manner ol men, he induceth the Birdes, the 


Trees, 


3 
=) 


vv" Www u18hif UB. 


of Flops Fables. 55 


Trees, and the beaſts ſpeaking: to the end that man 
may know wherefoze the Fables were found; inthe 
which he hath w2itten the matice of euill people, and 
the arguments of Impꝛobes. Ye'teacheth alſo to bs 
humble and fo2 to vſe good woꝛds, and wany other 
faire eramples,rehearſed and declared hereaſter. The 
which J Romulus haue franflated out of Greeke into 
Latine, the which if peu reade, they ſhall ſharpen thy 
wit, and giue thee cauſe ot icy and mirth. 


The firſt Fable of the Cocke and t he 
precious ſtone. 


8 N Sa Cocke once did ſecke his huing in 
£ | 82S 2 
"DI! 


Iſthe dunghil, he found a pꝛecious ſfone, 
| SFJto whom the Cock ſaid, Ya faire ſtone 
: and pꝛetious, thou art here in the filth, 
1 and it hee that deſireth thee had found 
SZ2&2>-- thee as J haue done, hee would haue 
taken thee dy. and ſet thee in thy firſt eſtate, but Jin 
vaine haue lonnd thee, foꝛ nothing haue J to do with 
thee, ne good J may do to thee. ne thou to me. And this 
fable Eſop pꝛopoſeth to them that read this booke:fo2 
by the Cocke is vnderſtood a foole, which careth no 
moze foz wiſdome, then the Cock did foz the pꝛetious 
ſtone: and by this fone is vnderſtood this booke. 
Oſthe Wolfe and the Lambe. 

J theinnocent and of the ſhzew, Efoprehearſeth 

this fable. Jt was ſo that a Lambs and a Wolfe 
both had thirſt, and went both to the riner to d2inke, 
the Molke dzanke aboue, and the Lambe beneath: 
and as the Wolfe ſaw the Lambe dzinking , he ſaid 
with 


ver bozrowed any of him. The mY made herto an- 
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with a high voice, Knane why haſt thon froubled 
my water which A ſhould naw dzinke ol? Ah my 
Loꝛd, ſauing pour grace, the watercommeth from 
you toward me. Then ſaio the UWoite, halt thou no 
ſhame ne dꝛead to curſe me? TheLambe ſaid, My 
Lo2d by your leaue. Then ſaid the Wolfe againe: Jt 
is not ſire weekes paſt ſince thy father did as mach, 
And tbe Lambe (aid J was not then bazae. And the 
Wolfe ſaid agatne: thou haſt eaten mp Father: the 
Lambe ſa d Jhaue no teeth. Then ſaid the Wolfe 
thou art well like thy father, and foz this finne and 
mildeede thou ſhalt dye. The Molte then tooke the 


Lambe and ate him. This fable ſheweth, that the e- 


uil man careth not by what maner he map robbe and 
deſtroy the good and innocent man. 
Of the Rat and the Frogge. 
Ob it was lo that the Katte went on Pilgri- 
mage, and came by a Kiuer,and demanded helpe 
ofthe Frogge fo2 to paſſe ouer, and then the Frogge 
bound the Rats foote to her foote and ſwam into the 
midſt of the Riuer, and as they were there, the Frog 
abode ſtill, with an intent to dꝛowne the Nat. In the 
meane while, a Kite perteiuing it, tooke them both a- 
way. Wherefoze that man that thinketh deceit.deceit 
ſhall tome to him. 
Ot the Dogge, and the Sheepe. 
F quacrellers which euer be ſeeking occaſion 
to doe ſome harme to the good, Eſop giueth vs 
this fable. There was ſometimes a Dog which 
demanded of a Sheepe a loafe of bꝛead that hee had 
boꝛrowed of him The ſheepe anſwered, that hee ne⸗ 


ſwer 
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bled wer it befoꝛe a Judge. And becauſe the ſheep deny- 
my ] ed the debt, the dog bzonght with him falſe witneſſe, 
rom to witte, the Wolfe, the Kite; andthe Sparhawke. 
uno chen the witneſſes ſhould be examined and heard, 
ÞY | the Molle ſaid tothe Judge, Jam cerfaine and re- 
e: At member wel that the dogge lent her a loafe of bead: 
uch. the Rite ſaid, ſhe receiued it to pꝛeſent my perſon: 
the and the @parhawkeſaidto the ſherpe, why denyeſt 
the thou that which thou baſt taken and rerciued ? thug 
,olfe was the peoze ſheepe vanquiſhed. Wherefo2e the 
and Judge commarded her that the ſhould pay the Dog, 
the and to that end, ſhe ſhould doe away befoze winter 
ee her fleece of woll to pay the ſame. Thus was the 
nd F po:e ſh&pe diſpoiled. Jn ſuch manner the euill and 

hungry people, bp their great vnthankfulneſſe, robbe 


. and ſpoile pooze folkes. , 
i- Of the Dogge and the piecc of fleſh, 
lpe E that coucteth other mens goods, he off lo⸗ 
Age ſeth his owne , whereof Eſop rehearſeth this 
the Fable. Jn time paſt there was a dog which 


og went ouer a bzidge, and held in his mouth apicce of 
he "fleſh, g as he paſſed over the bꝛidge, he perteiued the 
a- F thadow of his owne ſelfe, g of his piece of fleſh within 
eit | the water: and he werning that it had beene another 
piece cf fleſh, foꝛthwith thought to haue taken it:and 
as he opened his mouth, the fleſh fell into the water, 
n and thus he loſt it. Night ſo is it with many a one, fo 
5 when they thinke to robbe other, they leeſe that which 
ch they haue of their owne. 
I Ofthe Cow,the Goate, and the Sheepe. 
es ] T is accounted fo2 a common ſaying among men, 
that the ſeruant ſhould not pzeſume to eate any 
r plums 
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plums with his Lozd. Noz fo the poo2 if is not goed 
to haue partage and deuiſion with him which is rich 
and mighty, whereof Eſope rehearſeth ſuch a Fable. 
The Cow, the goate etheſheepe, went once a hun⸗ 
ting, and tooke with them the Lion, x chaſed a Hart, 
and when they tame to part it, the Lyon ſaid: Þy 
Lo2ds,Jlef you to wif, that the firſt part is mine, be- 
cauſe J am pour Lozd: the ſecond, becauſe J am 
ffronger then ye be: the third, becauſe Iran moze 
ſwiftly then yedid : e whoſoentr foucheth the fourth 
part,he ſhall bemy moztal enemy.And thus he tooke 
from them the Bart. UWherefoze this fable ſheweth 
that the pooze ſhould not keepe fellowſhip with the 
mightr fo he is neuer faithlull to the pooze. 
Of the Theefe and the Sunne. 
Oman is changed by nature, but an euill man 
may well haue a wozſe iſſne then himſelfe. E- 
ſope hereoftelleth vs a Fable. A theefe held the feaſt 
ol his wedding, and his neighbours came where the 
feaſt was kept, and did wozſhip to the theefe : and a 
wiſc man ſeeing that the neighbo2s of the there were 
ioyrull and glad, laid to them, Ye make toy and glad- 
neſſe of that whereof ye ſhonld weepe, take heed then 
to my woꝛds, and vnderſtand your toy. The Sunne 
would once be married, but all the nations of the 
woꝛld were againſt him, and pꝛaped Iupiter that he 
ſhould keepe the Dunne from wedding. Then Iu- 
piter demanded of them the cauſe why they would 
not haue him to be married: one of them ſaid to In- 
piter, thou knoweſt well there is but one Dunne, and 
ret he burneth vs all, and if he be married and haue 
any childꝛen, they halldeſtroy all mankinde: there- 


foze 
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fozs this fable ſheweth , that we ought not to rejoyes 
jen we are in euill company. | 
Ot the Wolfe andthe Crane. 
E that doth any good to an euill man, ſinneth 
as Eſop ſaith, foz of the good done to the euill, 
commeth na pzofit, wherefoze Eſop rehearſeth 
this fable. A Wolfe ats and deuoured a ſheepe, of 
whoſe bones he had one in his thzoate , which hee 
could not get ouf,and ſoꝛe it griened him. Wiherefoze 
the Wolfe pꝛaped the Crane, that he would dzaw 
out of his thzoat the bone. And the Crane put downe 
his long neck into his thzoat, and dꝛew out the bone, 
whereby the Molle was whole. Then the Crane de- 
manded of him her reward. And the Molfe anſwe⸗ 
red, thou art right vnkinde and canſt no good, re- 
membꝛeſt thou not what Jmight haue done to thee: 
foz when thon haddeſt thy necke within wy thzoate, ; 
if J would J might haue bit it off. By this fable it 
appeareth that no good comes from an euill body. 
Oftwo Bitches, how one logded the other 
in time of littering. -- 
E not haſty to giue credit to the tales of flatte- 
rers, foꝛ by ſweet wozds they deceine good peo- 
ple, whereof Eſop telleth vs this fable. There was 
a Bitch vpon a time, which would faine litter and 
be deliuered of her pong ones, and came to the ha⸗ 
bitation ot another Bitch, and pꝛayed her by ſweete 
woꝛds, that ſhee would lend her a plate where ſhee 
might litter her yong ones. And that other Bitch 
lent to her, her bed and her honſe, weening that thee 
had therein done well. And when tye bitch had lit- 
tered,the gaod bitch (aid to her, that it was time thay 
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thee ſhould goe and depart ont of her houſe; and then 
the other bitch and her pong dogs ranne vpon her, 


and bit her, and caſt her fozth of her owne houſe. Jn 
this maner many a one koꝛ doing good hath hurt and 


damage. 
ODODf the Mn and the Serpent. 
Here is no good gotten by helping an euill perſs, 
fo2 he that helpeth (ach, hall ſurely be ill rewar⸗ 
ded foz his labour: and he that ſaueth a thefe from 
the gallowes. pꝛouideth an enemy foꝛ himiele: wher⸗ 
fozeto withſtand ſuch, Eſop rehearſeth onto vs this 
fable: There was ſometime a man Which found a 


Serpent within a Uine, and by reafon df the great 


froſt in the Minter, the Serpent was hard and al- 
woſt dead foz cold, wherefoze the good man pittied 
her, and tooke her vp, and bare her into his houſe; and 
laid her befoze the fire, inſomuch that ſhe tame agains 
to her fozmer ſtrength and vigour. And as ſoone as 
thee was thus reuiued, ſhee began to cry and hiſle 
about the houſe and to trouble the good⸗wile and her 
childzen. Uherefoze the good man would haue hay 
her out ofthe houſe : but when hee thought to haue 
taken her, ſheſp2ung about his necke and had almoſt 
fkrangledhim. Euen ſo it fareth with them that doe 
god to wicked people, foꝛ in ſtead of loue and kinds 
nelle, ther ſhalt haue malice and enuy. 
Ofthe Lyon andthe Aſſe. 

O F them that mocke others, Eſope rehearſeth 

this fable. There was an Alle which met with 
aLpon, to whom he ſaid: My bzother God ſaus 
the; andtheLyon ſhaked his head, and had great 
paine to with-hold his courage from * the 


E 
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Alle. But the Lyon ſaid to himſelfe, It behoneth 
not the tieth or ſo noble aLozd as Jam, to bite ſuch 
a foule beaſt. Foz he that is wiſe, mult not hurt the 
focle,noz heede his woꝛds, but let him goe. 
Oftwo Rats. 

*. better is it to liue in ponerfy , then to liue 

richly beeing euer in danger: whereof Eſope re- 
hearſeth this fable. There were two Rats , where- 
of one was great and fat , and held him in the celler 
of arich man,and the other was pooze and leane. Dn 
à dap this great Rat went to ſpozt him in the field, 
and mette by the way the leane Katte, of the which 
he was received as well as he cenld info his pwze 
caue oz hole, and gaue him of ſuch meate as he had. 
Thenſaid the fat Rat, come thou with mee, andA 
hall atue thee other meate, Ye went with him into 
the Towne, and both entred into the rich mans celler, 
which was full of goods, and when they were there, 
the great Rat pꝛeſented and gaue to the pooze Ratte 
diners daintie meats , ſaping dnto him: Be metrie 
and make good cheere; and as they were thus ioy- 
fully eating, the butler came into the celler, and the 
great Ratran into his hole, but the pooze Rat wiſt 
not whether to flee,but hid him behind the dooze with 
great feare and trembling, and the butler turnod a- 
gaine and ſaw him not. And when he was gene, the 
fat Rat came out of his hole, and called the lean Nat, 
which was vet in feare, and ſaid: Come hither, and 
ſeare not to fill thy belly: but the pooze Rat ſaid, fo 
very lone let me goe, fo2 J had rather eafe coꝛne in 
the field and line ſecurely, then fo eate dainty farg 


in ſuch feare as thou doeſt here in this place. = 
ere- 
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therefoze it is better to line poꝛelp and ſarely, then ko 
line 1 without aſſurance. 
Of the Eagle and the Foxe. 

He puiſtant and mighty muſt doubt the fable, 

as Eſope reheacſeth to vs a fable. There was an 
Eagle which came where pong Foxes were, and 
toke away one or them, and gaue it to his pong Ea⸗ 
gles to f@de them with. The Fore went after him 
and pꝛaped him to reſtoꝛe it againe: But the Cagle 
ſaid he would not, foz he was ouer him Loꝛd and mas 
ſter: Then the For full of ſubtilty and malice, be- 
gan to put together a great aboundance of ſtraw, and 
laid it vnder the tree where the Eagle and her pong 
birds were, and kindled it with ſtre, and when the 
ſmoake and the flame began to iſe vpward, the Ea⸗ 
gle fearing the death of his yong birds, reſfozed to 
the Fore her pong one. 

Otthe Eagle and the Rauen. 

E that is well and ſutely garniſhed, yet by 

falſe counſell way be betrayed, as Eſop telleth 

vs luch a fable, An Eagle was ſometime vp⸗ 


ona free, which held in his bill a Nut which he could 


not bꝛeake: the Rauen came vnto him and ſaid, thou 
halt neuer bzeake it vntill thou flie as high as thou 
canſt, and then let it fall vpon the ſtones; and the 
Eagle did ſo, and by that meanes loſt his Nut. Thus 


| * haue been deceiued thꝛough falſe counſell. 


Of the Rauen and the Foxe. 
Hey that bee glad and iopfull at the pꝛaiſing of 
flatterers , oft times doe repent them, whereol 
Eſope rehearſeth to vs this Fable. A Rauen which 


was vpon a tres, held in his bil a pece of cheele, which 


he 


. 
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the Foxe deſired much to haue: wherefoꝛe he went 
and pꝛaiſed him in this manner, O gentle Nauen, 
thou art the gentleſt of all other birds, fo2 thy fea- 
thers be ſo faire, ſo bꝛight, and ſhining, and canſt alſo 


well ſingzif thou hadſt thy voice cleere and mall, thou 


wouldeſt be the moſt happy of all other birds. The 
fowle which heard the flattering wozds of the Foxe, 
began to open his bill foz to ſing, and then the cheeſe 
fellto the ground, and the Fore tooke it vp and ate 
it. And when the Nauen law that ſoz his owne glozp 
he was deceiued, hee wared heany and ſozrowfull, 
and it repented him that he had belceued the Fore. 
Wherefoze this fable teacheth vs, that we ought not 
tobe glad oz reiopce in the woꝛds of falſe and vn- 
faithfall fojke,no2 to beleeue flattercrs. 
Of the Lyon, the wilde Bore, the Bull 
5 and the Aſſe. | 5 
VVS. à man hath loſt his dignify 02 office, 
hee mult leaue his audacity oz hardines, to 
| the end that hee bee not hart and mocked. 
Wherefvze Eſop ſheweth ſuch a fable. There was a 
Lyon which in his youth was very fierce and cruell , 
and when he was come to age, there came fo him a 
wild Boꝛe, which with his teeth rent and burſt a great 
piece of his body, and auenged the wꝛong that the 
Lyon had done to him befo2e time. After tame vnto 
him a Bull, which (mit and hurt him with his hoznes: 
alſo an Ale came, which ſmote him in the fozehead 
with her feete inmoſt ſcoꝛntull manner. And then the 
Lyon began to weepe, ſaying within himſelfein this 
manner, Uhen J was pong and ſtrong , eucry one 
d;eaved and doubted mee, = now Jam m — 
egvig 
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fble, and n are my death, none ſetfeth ought by me, 


but ofeucry one J am abuſed; and becauſe that J 


haue loſt my vigour and frength, J haus alſo loft my 


dignitie and woꝛchip. Therefoꝛe this fable ſheweth 


how we muſt be merke in pꝛoſperitie, leſt we be ſcoz- 
ned ok all men in our adverſitie. 
| Ofthe Aſſe and tke yong Dog. 
\ 1 © man onght to meddle with that which he 
cannot doe. TWherefoze Eſope rehearſeth ſuch 
a fable, ot an Aſſe which was in the honſe of a Lozd, 
which had a little Dog which he loued well, and evte 
dpon his table. And the little Dog tawned aud leapt 


vpon his gowne, and to all them that were in the 


houſe he ſhewed his lone; wherefoze the Alle was 
enuious, and ſaid in himſelfe, If my Loꝛd and his ſer- 
nants loue this miſcreant beaſt that ſheweth loue 
towards them, by all reaſon they muſt lone mee if ] 
Chew kindneſſe towards them: and therefoze from 
bencefo2th J will take my diſpoꝛt, and make top and 
play with my Lo2d and his ſeruants. And as the 
Aſſe was in his thought and imagination, it happe- 
ned that he ſaw his Lo2d entering into the houſe. 
The Aſſe then began to dance: and to make cheere, 
and to fing with his ſweete voyce : and appꝛoching 
towards his Lo2d, leapt vpon his ſhoulder, and be- 
gan to kiſſe and licke him. The Koꝛd then began to 
cry out with a loude vopce, and ſaid, Let this fonle 
whoꝛelon that hurteth me ſo ſoꝛe be well beaten and 
put away. Then the Lozvs ſeruants tooke great 
ſtaues, and began fo ſmite vpon the pwze Aﬀe, and 
beate him ſozethat he had no moze rourage to dance 
o leape vpon his Maſter. 
0 
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| Of the Lyon and the Rat. 

T*: - mighty and puiſſant muſt foꝛgiue the feeble, 
fo2 oft the little may well gius aide and help vn- 

to the great; whereof Eſope rehearſeth ſuch a fable, 
ofa Lyon which flept in a fozret ; and the Rats di- 
ſpoꝛting them about him, it happened that they went 
vpon the Lyon, whereat he awaked , and With his 
claw he tooke one of them: When the Rat ſaw her 
ſelfe thus taken, ſhee ſaid vnto the Lyon: Wy Lozd 
Jp2ay pou pardon me, foz little ſhall vou winne by 
my death, and J thought not to diſpleaſe you. Then 
thought the Lyvn with himſelfe,that it were no woz⸗ 
ſhip to put her to death,wherefoze he fozgane hex and 
let her goꝛ. Alter this, it hapned that the ſame Lyon 
was taken ina ſnare , whereupon he began to cry 
and make ſozrow: and when the Rat heard him cry, 
he appꝛoached, and demanded what he apled 2 Aud 
the Lyon ſaid: f(t thou not how J ami taken and 


bound with this line? Then ſaid the Rat, Py Lozd 


J will not be vnkinde, but ſhall euer remember your- 
great mercy toward me, and withall, if à can A hall 
now helpe you. The Kat then began to bite the co2d, 


and ſo long gnawed thereon , that the coꝛd bꝛake in 


ſunder, and the Lpon eſcaped. 

Therefoze this Fable teacheth,how that a mighty 
man ought not to deſpiſe the little 02 meane, foz hee 
that cannot hurt by his ſtrength may giue helpe by 
his diligent endeauour. 

Ofthe yong Kite, and his Mother. 


e ber ener doth euill, ought not to baus ruft 


that his pꝛayer ould ber beard. Df which mat⸗ 


fer Bſop — K fable. There was a Rite 


which 
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which was ſicke, in ſo mnch that he Had no truſt to 

recouer his health. And as he ſaw himſelfe weake 

and feble,he pzayed his mother that ſhe would pꝛay 
vnta her gods fo2 him. His mother anſwered him, 

My ſon, thou haſt greatly offenved and blaſphemed 

the gods that now they will avenge them on thee, fo; 

thou pꝛaieſt not to the fo2 pitty noz loue, but foz feare 

+ dzead:ſoz he which leadeth an euill life, + in his dea- 

ling is obſtinate, ought not to haue hope to be deline- 

red of his euill. Foz when one is fallen into extreme 

fickneſſe, then is the time come that he muſt be paied 

actoz ding to his deeds: foz he that offendeth other in 

his p2oſperity, ſhall find few friends when hee falleth 

into aduerſity. 
Of the Swallow, and other Birds. 

HE that beleueth not good counſell, ſhall not 
faile to be euill counſelled, wherefoze Eſope re- 
hearſeth to vs this fable following. A Blow. 

man ſowed-Linſed, a the Swallow ſeeing that of the 

lame Linſeæd, men might haue nets and gins, went x 

fapd to all other birds: Come pe all with me, and let 

vs plucke vp this, fo2 if We let it grow, the labourer 
ſhall make gins andnets to take vs all: bot all the 

birds diſp2aiſed her counſell. Then the Swallow ſ- 

ing this , went and harboured her ſelfe in the plow- 

mans houſe. And when the flare was growne x pul- 
led vp, the labourer made ginnes and netts fo take 
birds, wherebith he tooke euerp day diners of thoſe 
birds, and bꝛought them home to his houſe. Which 
the Swallow ſeeing, ſaid, J told von ok this befoze 
but pou would not be warned by me. 

The end of the firſt booke. 
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lt to | 

ake The Prologue of the ſecond Booke. 

2ay L L manner of fables are found to hew men 
mn , what they ſhould enſue and follow , and alſo 
med what they ought to leane and flee ; fo2 Fable is 


 foz as much foſay in Postry, as wo2ds in Theologie. 
eare And therefoze Jw2ite fables, to thew the good cons 
dea - ditions ofgood men: fo2 the Law is giuen foꝛ treſ⸗ 
iue / | paſſersand miſdoers: and becanſe the good and iuſt 
eme | be not ſubiest to the Law, as we finde and reade of the 
aied Athenians. which liuing aſter the law of Nature, and 
vin alſo at their libertx, would needs haue a Ring foꝛ to 
leth puniſh all euill: but becauſe they were not accuſto- 
med to be enfoʒmed, when any ot them was cozrected 
and puniſhed, they were greatly tronbled when their 
not | new King executed any Juſtice: becauſe that afoze 
:re- | that time,they had neuer bene vnder any mans ſub⸗ 
ow- | jection, it was grieuous to them to be in ſeruitude , - 
the Þ wherefoze they were ſozrowfall that ener they had de- 
nts | wanded any King. Againſt the which Eſope rehear⸗ 
let | {th this fable following. 


Irer 
the The firſt Fable is of the Frogges 

ſer- and of Iupiter. 8 
d- O thing is ſo good as to line iuſtiꝑ and 
pul⸗ RR: at libertie,fo2 freedome and liberty is 
ake 1 4 better then any gold oz luer: where- 
hoſe ol Eſop rehearſeth (ſuch a fable : Di- 
ich uers frogs were in ditches and ponds 


— at their owne liberty they all together 
with one tonſent made requeſt vnto Iupiter, that hee 


would gine them a King, and Iupiter thereof began 
The E 3 to 
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to marnell, and foz their King he caff them downe a 
great piece of wo, which with the fall therof made a 
great ſound in the water, whereof they had great 
dꝛead andfeare; and after as they app2oched to their 
Ving foz to make to him obeyſance , and percetucd 
that it was but a piece of wood, they turned againe 
to Iupiter, pꝛapinq him earneſtly that he would giue 
to them another ing. Then Ivpiter gaue to them 
the Heron to be their Ring. Then the Heron ente- 
red into the water, and ate them one alter another, 
And when the Frogs ſawe that their King did ſo de- 
noure them, they began to weepe fo Jupiter , and to 
ſay vnto him: Right high and mightie Iupiter, wee 
pꝛaꝝ thee to deliver vs from the thꝛoate of this Ty- 
rant, which eateth vs one after another. And then 
ſaid Iupiter to them, the King which ye haue deman⸗ 
ded ſhall be your Maſter. Wherefoze,when men haue 
that which is connenient, they ought to be iopſul and 
glad, and he that hath libertie, onght fo keepe it well, 
fo2 nothing is better then liberty, foꝛ liberty Chould 
not bs ſold ſoꝛ all the gold and ſiluer in the wozld, 


Of the Doues, the Kite; and the 
Sparhawke. 

Ethat putteth himſelfe vnder the ſafegard oz 
pꝛotection ofthe enill, ſhall aske helpe of them 

in tine of need, and get none, accoꝛding to this 
pꝛeſent fable of the Doues which requeſted a Spar- 
hawke fo be their King, foz to keepe them from the 
Bite, and when the @parhawke was made King 
otter them, he beganns to denoure them: Then the 
Doues ſaid among themlſelues , that better it were 


fo; | 
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fo2 vs fo ſuffer ofthe Nite, then to be ſabiecs vnto the 
Sparhawke, and to be martyzed as we be, but here- 
of we be well wozthy, foz we our ſelues are the onely 
cauſe of this miſchiefe.Mherefoꝛe it is good wiſdome 
foz men to thinke well what will be the end, ere they 
begin any thing. 

Of the thiefe and the Dog. | 

| F a man giae any thing, he that receiueth it, cught 

to take heede to what end it is giuen, whereof Eſop 

rehearſeth this fable. There was a there that cams 
on a night into a mans houſe foz to haue robbed him, 


and the good mans Dogge began ts barke at him, 


and then the thefe did caſt at him a piece of bzead ; 
and then the dog laid to him: thou caſteſt this bꝛead 
foz no good will, but onely to the end that J ſhould 
hold my peace, to the intent that thou maiſt rob my 
Paſter; and therefoze it were not good foz mee, that 
foz a moꝛſell of bꝛead J ſhould loſe my life, wherefoze 
goe thy way, oz elſe I ſhall awake my maſter and 
all his houſhold. The dogg e then began to barks,and 
the thiele fled:and thus by couetouſneſſe many haue 
reteiued great gifts, which haue cauſed them toloſe 
their heads. Wherefoze it ts good fo conſtder, and 
looke well to what intent the gift is ginen, to the end 
that none may be betrayed by gifts, * ought 
any fo2 gifts to wozke treaſon, 
Ofthe Wolte and the Sow. 
Man ought not to beleeue all that he heareth, 
whereof Eſope rehearſeth ſuch a Fable, of a 
Wolfe which came towards a Sowe , which kept 
and made ſoꝛrow fo2 the great paine that ſhe felt, be- 


cauſe ſhe was great with * And the Wolfe came 
to 


„ : 
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to her. ſaping: My filter; make the young pigs ſecure; 
foz iopfully and with good will J ſhall ſerue and help 
thee. And the low then ſaid to him, gofozth on thy 
wap, foz J haue no need of the helpe of ſuch a ſer⸗ 
uant: fo2 as long as thou ſhalt ſtand here, J ſhall not 
deliuer me of my charge:feꝛ thou deſireſt nothing elſe 
but to haue them and cate them. The Wolfe then 
went his way, and anon the Sow was deliuered of 
her pigs: but if ſhe had bel&ued him, ſhe had a ſozrow/ 
full birth. And thus te that fooliſhly beleeueth foo- 
liſhly it happeneth to him. 
Of the mountaine that ſhooke. 

D ght ſo it happeneth, that he that ſhaketh , hath 

d:ead and is fearefull ; whereof Eſop rehearſeth 
vnto vs ſuch a fable, of a hill which began to trem- 
ble and ſhake, becauſe ofthe Pole that delued. And 


as the folke ſaw that the earth began to ſhake, they 


were ſoꝛe afraid, and durſt not come nigh the moun- 
faine,but when they knew it was long of the Pole, 
their doubt and dzead was turned to top, and they 
began all to laugh. Therefoꝛe men ought not fo be⸗ 
leeue all folke which be full of great woꝛds: fo2 ſome 
men will greatly feare where no danger is. 5 
Of the Wolfe and the Lambe. 
He birth cauſeth not a man ſo much to get ſome 
1 friends, as doth the goodneſſe, whereof Eſop re- 
hearſethto vs ſuch a fable, of a Wolfe which ſaw a 
Lambe among a great herd of Goafes, the which 
Lambeſucked a Goate, and the Molle [aid to him: 
this Goate is not thy mother, goe and ſeeke her at 
the mountaine, foꝛ ſhe ſhall nouriſh thee moze ſwet- 
iy and moze tenderlp then the Goate will: and the 
Lambe 
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Lambe anſwered him: This Goate nouriſheth mee in 
ſtead of my mother. foʒ ſhe leaueth to me her paps ſos 
ner then to any of her owne childꝛen, and pet moze 
better it is foz me to be here among theſe Goates , 
then to depart from hence, and to fall info thy thzoat 
and be denoured. Therefoze he is a fole, which being 
infceedome oz ſurety , putteth himſelfe in danger ok 
death: foz better it is to line hardly in ſurety, then 
ſweetl in perill and danger. 7X | 
Of the old Dog and his Maſter. - 
M En ought not to diſpꝛaiſe the ancient, noꝛ fo 
put thein backe, fo2 if thou bee young , thou 
oughteſt to deſire greatly to come to bee old, alſo 
thou oughteſt to pꝛaiſe the aces oz deedes , which 
they haue done in their youngage, whereof Eſope 
nd rehearſeth to vs ſuch a fable. There was a Lozd 
hep which had a dog, the which in his youth had beene of 
1N- good kind;as namely, to chaſe and hunt, and to haue 
le, great luſt to runne and take the wilde beaſts. And 
ep when this dogge was come to old age, and that hee 
e could no moꝛe runne;zit happened once that he let gee 
ne and eſcape from him a Hate, wherefoze his Mater 
was w2oth and angry, and in great rage began to 
beat him. Then ſaid the dogge vnto him » Py Pa- 
ne fer, foz good ſernice thou peeldeſt me euill foz in 
es my young age and pꝛoſperitie, J ſerned thee right 
a 
b 


well, and now that J am come to my old age, thong 

hateſt and ſetteſt me backe. Remember, A pzay thee, 
i; phob that in my young age J was ſtrong and luſtie, 
it andnow when J am old and feeble , thon ſetteſt no- 
's thing by me. Therefoze, whoſo doth any good in 
e his youth , in his old age he ſhall not — — the 
; ertues 


. 5 
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vertues which he poſſeſſed in his youth. 
Ofthe Hares, and the Frogs. 


Mes ſay commonly, that as the time goeth, 
io much folkes goe, whereof E ſop rehearſeth 

ſuch a fable, that he which beholdeth the euill 
of ofhec, mult haue patience of the euill which may 
comes vpon himſelfe. Foz ſometimes as a hunter cha- 
ſed though the fields and wood, the Yares began to 
flee fo2 feare, and as they ran, they paſſed thꝛsugh a 


meddow full of F:ogges, and when the frogges ſaw 


the Hares run, they began alſo to run and flex as faſt, 
Then one ofthe Hares ſeeing them ſo feareiull,ſaid to 
dis fellowes: let vs be no moze ſo fearefull, foz we be 
not alone in d2ead, but all theſe frogs be in doubt as 
well as we: therefoꝛe we ought not to deſpaite, but 
truſt and hope to liue, and if a little avuerſitie come 
vpon vs, we mult endeauour to beare it patientlp, foz 
the times will one day come, that we ſhall be out of all 
feare and danger. Therefoze in the vnhappy and vn- 
foꝛtunate time, men ought not to diſtruſt, but ever to 
be in hope, that a time of better hap will come: even 
as peace commeth after warre , and faire weather af- 
fer raine, _ 

| Ofthe Wolfe and the Kid. 
Dod childzen ought to keepe the commaunde- 
ments of their parents and friends, whereof 
Eſop reheatſeth this ſable following. There was a 
Goate which had littered her pong Kidde, and hun- 
ger tooke her, ſo that ſhee would haue gone into the 
fields foz to haue eaten ſome graſſe, wherefoze ſhee 
ſaidfo her youngKid, Py childe, beware that if the 
Molle come hither to eate thee, that thon open _ 
: the 


GW 
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the dooze to him. UWhen the Goats was gone, the 
TUolfe came to the vooze 2 and the Kidde anſwered 
him, Go hence emll and falſe beaſt, foz well J ſee thee 
though the hole, that to haue mee thou faineſt the 
voyce of my mother, and therefoze I ſhall keepe ms 
wel from opening the doꝛe. Thus good childzencught 
to marke and lay vp in their hearts the pꝛecepts of 
their paxent s, foz man a one is loſt and vndone fo 
lacke of obedience. 

Ot the poore Man and the Serpent. 
E that apples himſelife to do other men harme 
onght not to thinke himſelte !ecure, Wherefoze 
Eſop rehearſeth this fable. There was a Ser⸗ 
pent witch came into the houſe ot a pooze man, and 
lined of that which fell from the pooze mans table, foʒ 
the which thing there hapned great foztune to this 


man, and he became very rich. But on a day this man 
was angry againſt the Serpent, g tooke aſwozd, and 


ſmote at him, wheretoze the @erpcnt went ant of the 
houſe,and came no moze thither againe. A little af- 
ter, this man fell againe into great poverty, and then 
he knew. that by fozfnne of the De 
ceme rich , wherefoze it repented him that he had 
dꝛiuen away the Serpent. Then he went and hum⸗ 
bled himſelfe to the Serpent, ſaying: I pꝛay thee 
that thou wilt pardon mee the offence that J haue 
done thee. And the Serpent ſaid: @ecing thou re⸗ 
penteit thee of thy miſd@de, I fo2gine thee : but as 


long as I ſhall line, I ſhall remember thy malice : 


foz as thou hurtedſt mee once , ſo maiſt thou againe. 
Wherefoze that which wag once enill , ſhall ener ſo 


be held, men ought therefoze not to inſult ouer him, of 
whom 


1 ＋ 


ent hee was be·⸗· 
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whom they reteiue ſome benefit , noz-yet to ſuſpect | 
their good and true friends. 
Ofthe Hart, the Sheepe, and the Wolfe. 
Pꝛomiſe which is made by fozce and foz ſeare is 
not to be kept. Whereof Eſope rehearſeth this 
following fable. An Hart in the pꝛeſence of a Wolfe, 
demanded of a Sheepe that ſhe ſhould pay a buſhel of 
co2ne,and the Wolfe commanded the Sheepe to pay 
it. And whn the day of payment was come. the Yart 
demanded of the Sheepe the cone. And the Sheepe 
ſaid to him. The conenants and pꝛomiſes which are 
made by foꝛce t dꝛead, ate not to be kept, foz it was 
fo:ce to me being befaze the Wolfe, to pꝛomiſe and 
gꝛantt othee, that which thou neuer lenteſt to mee; 
therefoze thou ſhalt haue nothing of me. UWherefoze 
it ts good ſometimes to make pꝛomiſe of ſome ſmall 
things, to withſtand greater loſſe: foz the things that 
are done by fo2ce,haueno fidelity. 
Of the bald man and the fly. | 
O Fa little enill map come a greater. TWhercof 
E ſope rehearſeth this fable. There loas a lx 
bbhich pꝛicked a man vpon his bald head, and 
when he would haue ſmitten her, ſhe flew awap, and 
thus heſmot himſel,wherat the Fly began to laugh: 


—ů—ͤ 


and the bald man ſaid, euill beaſt, thou doſerneſt well 


thy death, Jſ\mofe my ſelfe, whereat thou diddeſt 
mocke me, but if J had hit the , thou haddelf ſurely 
beene ſlaine. ZTherefozemenſay commonly, that af 
the harme of other men, none ought fo laugh oz 
lcozne, but enuious and ſcoznefully woꝛds p2ocure 
many enemies, fo2 which cauſe it off hapneth, that 

a few bad wo2ds canſe great danger. os | 


of Eſops Fables. 75 
Of the Foxe, and the Storke. 

O man onght to doe vnto others, that which hee 
would not ſhould be done bnto himſelfe. Df 
which Eſope rehearſeth this fable, to wit, of a Foxe 
which requeſted a Sfozke to ſupper, and the For put 
the meate vpon a trencher, the which meate the ſtozke 
might not eate, whereof ſhe tooke great diſpleaſure 
and departed to hor lodging:and becauſe the For hav 
thus deceined her, ſhe bethonght her ſcife how thee 
might beguile the fore: fo2 as men ſay, It is mer- 
ry to beguile the begilers. mn the Stozke 
— the Foxe to come and ſup with her, and the 
tozke put his meate within a glaſſe, and when the 
fore would haue eaten thereof he could not come by 
it, but onely licked the outũde of the glaſſe, becauſe 
he could not reach into it with his mouth. And then 
the S toꝛke ſaid vnto him, take part of ſuch fare as 
thou gaueſt mee, Yo the foxe tight ſhamefnlly depar⸗ 
ted thence. Thus with the ſame rod which he made 
foʒ other, he was beaten himſelfe. Therekoꝛe he that 

beguileth other, muſt looke to be beguiled againe. 


Of the Wolfe, and the mans head. 

Ome haue moꝛe wozthip then witte, whereof E⸗ 

O ſope rehearſethᷣ a fable of a Wolfe , which found 

a dead mans head,the which he turned vp and downe 
with his foote, and ſaid: Ah how faire and pleaſant 
haſt thou bern, and now thou haſt in thee neither wit 
noꝛ beautp, alſo thou art without voyce and without 
thought: and thereloꝛe men ought not to behold the 
beauty and fairenefſe of the body, but the goodnelle 


of the courage: foz ſometimes men gine glozy and 
wozlhip 


—_ Ins — = — 
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woꝛ chip to ſome that haue not deſerued it. 
Orte lay. and the Peacocke- 
Dune ought to weare another mans rapment;, 
and tobe p20ud thereof as it were his owne, 
wherol Eſop tehearſeth vnto vs this fabie. There was 
a Jay which deckeo x arraped her ſeite with the fea 
thers ofa Peacocke, and when he was io deckt, be 
went and connecfed among the Peacocks: and when 
he was wti:h them, he began to di! p2alie his leilowes. 
And woen the Deacocks knew that hr was not of 
their kind, they anon plucked off all his feathers, and 
beate him in ſich manner that no feathers abode vp- 
on 8 away all naked ano bare: and when 
his fellowes ia him, they ſaid: Mhat gallant com- 
meth here? here be his feathers which hee had a 
while agoe? hath he no ſhame to come into our com- 
pany? Then all the birds came vnto him and beate 
him, ſaying: If thou hadſt beene content with thine 
own rayment, thou had ſtnot been put to this ſhame. 
WKherefozeit is not good to weare other mens clothes, 
foz many there are which bꝛag much of that which is 
not their owne 
Of the Mule, and the Fly. 5. 
J Ome make a great labour which haue na might, 
whereof Eſop rchearſeth this Fable. There was 
a Carter which had a Cart that a Mule d:ew 702th , 
and becauſe that the Mule went not faſt enough, the 
Fly ſaid to the Mule, Ah lazie Mule, why goeſt 
thou no faſter e I ſhallfo greatly pꝛicke the, that 1 
ſhall make the goe lightly. The Mule anſwered, 
God kepe the Pone from the Molues, fo2 Jhane 
no great dzead ne fears of thee, but I dꝛsad and mew 
92 
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foz my Maſter that is vpon me, which conſtraineth 


« mee to fulfill his will, and moze A ought to dꝛead and 


doubt him, theu thee that are nought and of no balue 
ne might. Mperefoze men ought not to feare them 
which are not to be feared. . 
Ot the Ant and the Fly. 

O make boaſt and vanting is but vaine glory 

whereof Eſop rehearſeth this following fable. 
thete was an Ant and a Fly which ſtrived foge- 
ther, to wit, which was the moſt noble of them both: 
The Fly ſaid to the Ant, come hether Ant, Milt 


thou compare thy ſelfe with me, that dwell in the 


Kings palace, and eate anddzinke at his Table? and 
alſo A kiffe both King and Qutene, and the moſt faire 
maidens : thou poze and miſcreant beaſt, art euer 
within the earth. Then the Ant anſwered the Fly 
ſaying : Now know well thy vanity and folly , 
foʒ thou vaunteſt thee of that whereofthou ſhoulveſt 
be diſp2aiſed; foz in all places where thou flpeſt, thou 
art hated and put out, and liueft in great danger, and 
as ſone as Winter commeth thou ſhalt dye; but J 
chall abide alive within my chamber oꝛ hole, where- 
as J eate and dꝛinke at pleaſure: fo2 the winter ſhall 
not foꝛgiue the thy miſdede but ſhall ay thee. Thus 


- hethat will mocke and diſpzaiſe other, ought firſt to 


looke well into himſelia, fo2 it is moꝛe wiſedome to 
ſee and amend our owne faults, then to loke into o- 
ther mens. | | 
Of the Wolfe, the Foxe, and the Ape. 
He man that ence falleth into any euill fault, he 
ſhall line with diſhono2, and in ſuſpition euer at- 
ter. And howbeit that in adnenture her * 


— 


78 The ſecond Booke 


do ſome pꝛoſitable thing to ſome other, pet he ſhould 
not be truſted no2 bel&eqed, whereof Efop rehearſeth 


— 


vnto vs this Fable following. There was a Molfe 


that ſaid the Fore was an arrant thefe, and a rob. 


' berofposze people: and the Foxe anſwered and ſais 


that he lyed , and that he was a good and true man, 


and that he did much good and profit. And then the 


Ape, which was ſet as a Judge betweene them, gaue 
ſentence, and ſaid thus to the Molle: Come hither, 
tyou halt loſt all that which thou demandeſt: And 
thou Fore, I beleeue well that thou haſt vſurped and 
robbed ſome thing, howbeit that thou denieſt it in iu · 
ffice: but becauſe that peace may bee betwixt you 
both, ye ſhall part together your goods, to the end 
that none of you both haue any whole part: Foz hee 
that is accuſtomed to robbe and ſkeale , with great 
paine he may abſtaine oz refraine himſelfe from it, 
foz one beguiler euermoꝛe beguileth another. And be- 
cauſe that the Ape found them both guiltie and ſuſpi- 
tious, he made them accozd and part halfe by halfe. 
Wherefoze, they that be accuſtomed to any defraud , 


deceit,o2 falſhood, ſhall euer liue in great miſlike and 


luſpition. 
| Of the Man, and the Weſill. 
En ought well to conſider the courage and 
thought of him that doth good, and to the end 
wherefoze hedoth if, whereof Eſope rehear- 
ſetha fable, of a man which tooke a Weſtll which 
chaſed after Rats within his houſe : And after when 


de had taken the Meſill, he would haue killed her. 


When the pooze Weſill ſaw the wzath and fury of 
the man, ſhecryed vnto him foz mercy, ſaying __ : 
| | 2 
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Py Toꝛzd, A require and pꝛap th that thou wilt par 
don me, and that thou wilt reward mee foz the great 
ſeruice J haue done thee, foz euer J haue chaſed the 
Rats out ot thy houſe. And the man ſaid: thou didit 
it not foꝛ the loue of me, but onely thou hadſt done it 
to fill thine owne belly: fo2 if thou hadſt done it ſoz 
the loue of me,F would haue rewarded thee fo2 it, but 
becauſe thou didſt it not fo2 to ſerue me, but to let 
and damage me, foz what the Rats could not eate, 
thou bareſt away, and being wared fat of mine owne 
head, thou muſt tender and giue to me all the fat- 
nelle which thou haſt gotten h&re , fo2 he that rob 
beth mull be robbed, Iuxta illud : pillatores pillabun- 
tur. F02 it ſufficeth not to do well but men muſt haue 
a good intent in doing of it. TWherefoze J will not 
pardon thee,ſceing thou deſerueſt no mercy, but pꝛe⸗ 
_ put thee to death. 
Ofthe Oxe and the Frogge. 
he poꝛe man ought not to compare himſelfe to 
him that is rich, as Eſop ſheweth to vs by this 
pꝛelent fable. There was a Frog in a medow which 


eſpied a Dre hard by in paſture , and perceiuing the 


Dre great and her ſelfe little, ſhe began fo ſwell a- 
gainſt the Dre , and ſaid to her childzen, Am not J 
now as great as the Dre , and as mighty? and her; 
childzen ſaid, nay mother; fo2 when we behold the 
Dre,you ſeeme nothing like in bigneſſe fo him. At 
theſe wozds the frogge began moze to (well. And 
when the Dre ſaw the pꝛide and folly of the frogge , 
he trod vpon her with his foote, and bꝛake her all to 
pieces. Therefoze it is not good foz the pooꝛe to com- 


pare himſelfe with the rich, but rather to content. 
F him- 


[ 
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himſelfe in his calling : : left by ſtriuing beyond his 
powet, he purchaſe not onely the ill will of theweal- 
fþy, but wozke withall his owne woe 4 ouerthzow, 


The end of the ſecond Booke. 
The third Bocke of the ſubtile Fa- 


bles of Es of E. 


The firſt Fable of the {you and 
the Shepheard. 


hey that are mighty and pvuiſant, 
j ought not to be vnmindfull of the be- 
v4 nefits done bnto them by the poze 
x] andfimple, andought alſo to requite 
We 3: 8 them as much as in them lpeth. As 
EZ>&D>2 this Fable of Eſope app;ooneth and 
Heweth vs, of a Lyon which ran after a beaſt, and 
as he ran, a thozne enfred into his foote, which alter. 
ward hurt and griened him greatly. Wherefoze bs 
might not goe ; but as well as he could, he came fo 


a ſhepheard which was keping ſheepe, and began to 


flatter him with his tayle , chewing his foote which 
was hurt: The ſhhepheaid was in great feare and 
dꝛead, and caſt befoꝛe the Lyon one ol his ſheepe, but 
the Lyon demanded no meate : foꝛ moze he deſired to 
haue ſome helpe and eaſe of his foote then any meafe, 
And when the Shepheard ſaw the wound, hee with 
his needle ſubtilly dꝛew the thoꝛne ont of his foote, 
and tooke out of the wound all the roftenfleſh , and 
cozroption , e anointed the wound with fuch ſweete 


ointments,that anon the Lyon was whole. Aud 19 
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to render thankes to the Shepheard, the LT yon kiſſep 
—.— and went againe to the wood. And with. 
a while aftet. it hapned that the Lyon was taken, 
and conveyed into the Citie of Rome, and was put 
among the other veaſts foz to deuoure the miſdoers. 
It hapned alſo in pzoceſſe of time, that the ſame ſhep- 
heard committed an offence , foz which he was iud⸗ 
ged to be denoured.of bealts , and as ſoone as hee 
was caſt in among them, the Lyon knew him, and 
began to beholo him, and licked him with his tongue 
and kept him from all other beaſts. Then knew the 
ſhepheard that it was the ſame Lyon which hee had 
made whole, e that hee would now recompence him 
foz the good wbich he had done to him. Mhereol all 
the Romanes were greatly abaſhed, and woulo alſo 
know the cauſe of it, why he was fo cheriſhed by the 
wild beaſt. And when they knew the cauſe, they gaue 
leane to the Shepheard to goe home, and ſent the 
Lyon againefothe Fozreit. Men ought therefozeto 
render thankes to their benefacozs , foz ingratitude 
is diſpleaſing to God, and hurtfull ta man. 
Of the Lyon and the Horſe, - 
Ach one ought to ſhunne diſſimulation, fo2 none 
ought to faine himſelfe otherwiſe then he is, as 
Eſope rehearſeth vnto vs by this Fable. There 
was a Lion which ſaw a Þozſe eate graſle in amed- 
dow, e being beſirous to deuoure the Pozſe, hee went 
to him and ſaid : God kepe th& my b2other, Jam a 
god Leech, and becauſe thou haſt a ſoze fofe , J will 
helps thee. The Poſe knowing well the Lionsevill 
intent,ſaid; A am glad bꝛother of thy comming hi- 
ther » Ipzaythe 8 thou wilt make K — 
ole; 
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whole: and then the Lyon ſaid to the Hozle, lef me 
ſee thy foote; and as the Lyon looked on it, the Hole 
ſmote him on the fo2eyead, in ſuch wiſe that he bzake 
his head, and the L von fell to the ground, being hurt 
ſo grienouſly that he could hardly riſe againe. And 
being vp againe, he ſaid to himſelfe : Surely Jam 
well wo2thy of this, fo2 he that ſeeketh enill, euill 
commeth to him: and becauſe that J diſſembled, and 
fained my ſelfe to be a Phiſtcion , whereas J ſhoula 
haue ſhewed my ſelfe a great enemy, I thereloꝛe haue 
reteiued a meete reward. Therefozeeuery one ought 
fo ſhew himſelfe plainly as he is. 
Of the Horſe and the Aſſe. 
E that is foztunate and happy,knowes not how 
ſoone hee may be pooze and miſerable. And 
therefoze none ought to deſpiſe the ſimple, but rather 
to thinke himſelfe may become as meane and pooꝛe. 
Whereok Eſop ſheweth this fable. There was a 
great Yozſe which was well harneſſed and apparel- 
led and his ſaddle richly furniſhed with gold , this 
D :2ſe met with a pooꝛe Aſſe ſoꝛe laden in a narroty 
wap: and becauſe the Aſſe turned not backe, incon. 
tinent the hoꝛſe (aid to him, Unmannerly beaſt, haſt 
thou no ſhame, beareſt thou no rencrence unto thy 
Lozd? Who holdeth me now, that J with my foote 
bꝛeake not thy head, becauſe thou giueſt not place fo; 
me to paſſe by thee * The pooze Aſſe anſwered neuer - 
a wo2d,but was ſo2ry: and after that, he would haue 
beaten him, whereat the Ale ſtill held his peace as 
wiſe and ſage, and ſo the Hoꝛſe went his wap. And 
within a while after, it befell that foztune turned 
her wheele ſo downe,that this faire hozſe became old, 
leane, 


— — —— — — — " —ͤ—— — — 


of Eſops Fables. 83 
leaue, and ſicke, and out of all pꝛoſperitie, and his ma⸗ 
ſter commanded he ſhould be had into the Towne , 
and in ſtead of his rich ſaddle, men ſhould put on his 
backe a panier foz to beare dung fo the fields. Now 
it hapned that the Aſſe which was in ameddow ea- 
ting grafſe, perceived the Boſe, and knew him well, 
whereof being greatly abaſhed, hee maruelled much 
how hee ſhould become ſo pooze and leane. And as 
the Aſſe went toward him, hee laid, Va fellow, where 
is now thy faire ſaddle, and thy rich bꝛidle garniſhed 
with gold? how art thou now become ſo leane ? 
what hath thy pꝛide p2ofited thee , and the great pꝛe⸗ 
ſumption which once thou didſt ſhew to me? thinke 
now how thou art leane and vnthzifty,and how thou 

and I bee not of one office. And now the miſerable 
and vnhappy Hoꝛſe was abathed, and fo2 ſhame lo⸗ 
ked downeward, and anſwered neuer a wozd : Foz 
all his felicity was then cleane turned info adnerſt- 
tie. Wherefoze, they that be in felicify , ought not 
tomocke and ſcozne them that bee in aduerſitie, foz 
many haue beene rich, which now are in great po- 
uertie and neede. 

| Ofthe Birds and of the Beaſts. 

Ne man cannot ſerue two Maſters, which bee 

contrary one to the other, as Eſope ſheweth in 

this pꝛeſent fable. On a time the Beaſts made 
great warre againſt the Birds, and they fought often 
together. And the Bat fearing the wolues, and ** 
the beaſts would vanquiſh them, ſhee thought in 
her mind and ſaid to her ſelle, Me are net able to o⸗ 
uercome the Beaſts, whereloꝛe J will ſane my li 
and gee take part with them. And when the battaile 

F 3 was 
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was oꝛdained on both ſides, the Eagle began fo en- 
ter into the battel of the Beaſts by ſach a ſtrength, 


that with the helpe of the other birds he got the field, - 


and vanquiſhed the beaſts , whercloze the Beaſts 
made peace with the 1Birds , and were all of one ac- 
co2d and one will: and fo2 the treaſon that the Bat 
had made ſhe was condemned neuer to ſee the day 
and neuer to flie but onely by night: and alſo ſhe was 
diſpoiled'of all her feathers. So her that will ſerne 
two Maſters, confrary one to another, is not to bee 
ar counted iuſt no true: and they which leaue their 
owne maſters fo ſerue a ſtranger. which is enemis 
te him, are wozthy to be puniſhed. Foz the Goſpell 
ſaith, no man can ſerne both God and the divell. 

Ofthe Nightingale and the Sparhawke. 

re that opp2eſſeth the innocent, ſhall haue an 

euill end: whereof Eſope rehearſeth this Fable 
following. There was a Sparhawke which put her 
ſelfe within the neſt of a Nightingale, where hee 
found the young birds. The Nightingale came and 
perceivedit, wherefoze the pꝛaped and required him 
to haue piffy on her young birds: and the Sparre⸗ 


* hawkeanſwered and ſaid: Jfthon wilt that J grant 


thy requeſt, thou muſt ſing ſweetely after my will. 
And the Nightingale began to ſing ſweetly, not with 
the heart, but with the thzoate onely, fo: ſhee was 
filled with ſoꝛro w that otherwiſe ſhee might not ling. 
The Sparhawke ſaid to the Nightingale, this ſong 
pleaſeth me not, and then he tooke one of the young 
birds and deuoured it. And as he would haue denou- 
red another, there came a Hunter. which did caſta 
* vpon the Dparhawke, and when he —_ haus 

ow no 


* 
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flowne away, he might not, foz he was taken. And 
thereloꝛe he that hurteth the innocent, is woꝛthy to 
dye an euill death, as Cain did foz killing Abel. 
Of the Wolfe and the Foxe. ä 
15 helpeth both good and euill koike, and 
all them which ſhe helpeth, no euill hapneth vn- 
fo them. But they that ſet their malice againſt 
Foztune,be ſubuerted q ouerth2zowne by her, Where 
of Eſope rehearſeth a fable. There was a Wolfe 
which had gathered together a great pꝛep of meate, 
that he might the better line deliciouſly, whereof the 
Foxe had great ennp, and that he might ſteale ſome 
of tha t meate,he went into the caue of the Wolfeand 
ſaidto zim: My goſſip, becauſe that ie is long fince 
IJ ſaw thee, J am in great heauinefſe and ſozrow, and 
alſo becauſe a long time we haue not bin connerſant 
together. Uhen the Wolfe knew the malice ol the 
Foxe, he ſaid, Thou art not come hither to ſeehow 
I fare, butto rob mee. Fo2 which wozds the fore 
was angry, and went to a Dhepheard, and ſaid: If 
thou wilt be anenged on the Wolfe which is enemie 
to thy heard, this day ſhall I put him into thy hands. 
And the Shepheard anſwered the for thus: Af thou 
doe as thou ſaieſt, A ſhall pay thee well fozit. Then 
the for ſhewed him the hole wherein he was, and 
the Shepheard incontinent went thither, and with 
aſpeare he killed the Wolfe. By this meanes the 
Fore was well refreſhed with the Wolnes.vicuals, 
buf as he returned home, he was denoured of dogs: 
wherefozehefaid tohimſelfe, becauſe J haue done e- 
nill, enfll commeth fo me:foz ſinne returneth to his 


Maſter, and euill to him that euill doth. 
＋ 4 Of 
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. 6 Of the Hart and the Hunter.. 
Mer ſometime pꝛaiſe that, that ſhould be diſpꝛai⸗ 
Aſed, and oftentimes men blame and diſp2aiſe 
that which ſhould be pꝛaiſed, as Eſope ſheweth in this 
following fable. Jt happened that a Mart vpon a 
time dꝛanke in a fountaine oz Well, and as her 
dꝛanke he ſaw his head which was hozned, where- 
foze he pꝛaiſed much his hoznes. And as he looked 
on his legges, which were long and (mall, her diſp;ai- 
ſed and diſliked them, And as he was dzinking, hes 


heard the vopce and barking of dogs, wherefoze hes 


would haue fled into the Foꝛreſt to haue ſaued hum- 
ſelfe;:and as he ſaw the dogs ſs nere him, he would 
faine haue entred within a buſh hard by, but hee 
might not, foꝛ his hoznes kept him out;and when hee 
ſaw that he might not eſcape; he began fo ſay within 
himſelle, J haue blamed and diſpzaiſed my legges, 
which hauebene to me p2ofitable , and haue pꝛaiſed 
my ho2nes,whtch be now the cauſe of my death, Men 
ought not therefoze to diſpꝛaiſe the thing that is p20- 
fitable; noꝛ pꝛaiſe the the thing that is vnpꝛoſitable. 
They ought to pꝛaiſe and love the Church of Chzift, 
and all the commanvements of the ſame. They 
onght alſo to diſpꝛaiſe and flee all ſinne and vice, 
which is both euill and damnable. 
| Of the Goddefle Inno,and Venus, 
with other women. 
Be the Gods and Goddeſſes, men muſt ener 
pꝛaiſe chaſfitie.fo2 it is woꝛſhipłull and an honeſt 
thing to any man, to hold him well content alone. 
But Venus foz her diſpozt, ę to dine away the time, 
would interpꝛet the ſaying of the Pens. — 


. 
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thee demanded a Hen that was in her houſe. But af 
this time J ſhall keepe my tongue and ſpeake no 
farther thereof, foz many wiſe men hane ſcene and 
read all this booke, and vnderftand all the matter of 
it. And becauſe it is little and honeſf, and that wee 
all be bound to keepe Ladies in their wozſhip and ho- 
nour, and alſo in every place wee onght to pzaiſe 
them, wee will now ceaſe to enquire further of this 
matter and hiſfozy,which wee ſhal leaue in Latine foz 
great Clarkes, and in ſpeciall foz them that will ſpend 
their time to ſtudy and read the gloſſe of Eſope. 
Of the Knight and the Widdow . 
He woman that liueth in this world without 
repꝛoach and blame, is wozthy to bee pꝛayſed 
greatly, wherof Eſoprchearſeth a fable ofa man 
and a woman which loued mach each other. It hag⸗ 
ned then by Atropos o death (which wee all mut 
ſuffer)that the ſaid man died and as men would haue 
bozne him to his graue, which was without the 
towne, his wife made great ſozrow, and wept pitti- 
ouſly : and when he was buried, ſhee would remaine 
fill vpon the graue, and made her alittle lodge o2 
houſe thereupon, and out of that lodge ſhee would 
neuer depart foz any faire wozds , neither foz any 
gift, no2 foz diſpleaſure of her Parents. Now it be- 
fellin the towne that a miſdoer was condemned to 
be hanged , and tothe end hee ſhould not be taken 
downe from the gallowes , commandement was gis 
ven that a knight ſhould keepe him, and as the knight 
kept him, hee had a great thirſt, and perceiuing the 
lodge of the ſaid woman, he went vnto her, and des 
fired her to giue him ſome dzinke, and ſhe with — 
| ear 
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heart gaue him dzinke, and when he had dzunke, ha 
returned toward the gallowes. This Knight came 
another time to the woman to comfozt her, and thzs 
times he did ſo. And as he was thus going and com» 
ming,doubting of no body , in the meane while the 
hanged man was taken fromthe gallows; and when 
theKnight was come to the gallowes , and ſaw his 
dead man gone, he was greatly abaſhed, 4 not with- 
out cauſe, fo2 he was charged with him vpon pains 
of death, that if he were taken away , this Knight 
ſhould ſuffer death: and incontinent he went to the 
ſaid woman, and kiſſed her fete, and lay befoze her 
as he had bene dead. And ſhe ſaid, my friend, what 
wilt thou that J doe fo2 thee ? Alas, ſaid hee, J pzay 
thee that thou helpe and counſell me at my need, foz 
now becauſe I haue not kept my thefe well, J muſt 
ſuffer death. And then the woman ſatd , Baue thon 
no dꝛead my friend, fo2 J will finde a meanes to de⸗ 
liuer thee, foz we wil take nix husband and hang him 
in ſtead of the theefe. Then began ſhe fo delue, and 
tooke out of the earth her husband, and af night. ſhe 
hanged him on the gallowes in ſtead of the thefe, 
and ſaid to the Knight : Right deaie friend, J p2ay 
thee kepe it ſecret, foz we doe it (ecrefly. Thus 
dead men haue ſome that ſozrow fo them, but the 
ſoꝛrow is ſoene gone and paſt. They that be aliue 
haue ſome which dꝛead them, but their dzead ceaſeth 
when they be dead. 

Of the yong man and the common harlot. 
O Fthe common and fooliſh woman, E ſope te- 

hearſeth to vs a fable: There was a woman 


named Thais, whichbecanle of her fained lone, hr 
. the 
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the loffe and death ol many young men. To one that 
had beat her often befoze that time, ſhe ſaiv: Py 
right deare loue and friend, J ſuppoſe that of many 
a one Jam deſired and loued: nenertheleſſe , J ſhall 
ſet my loue on thee alone, wherefoze J p2ay thee that 
thou wilt be mine, I ſhall be thine, foz all thy goods 
I tare not, but foz thy (weete body. But he that very 
well knew the fantaſte of the woman, anſwered her 
right ſwetly, thy will and my will be both one; foz 
thou get the I moſt deſire, and ſhe that J ſhall lone all 
the time of my life, i thou no moze deceine me , but 
becauſe thou haſt deceined me in times paſt, I am ths 
moꝛe afraid ofthee. But notwithſtanding this. tyou 
art much pleaſant and faire in the ſight of me. Thus 
the one beguiled the other: foz the lous of a common 
harlot is not fo be trated: thou oughteſt therefoze to 
inke, that the common woman alwaies loneth thy 
moze then the. 

Of the Father and the euill ſonne. 
Oe good and wiſe ſather, ought to chaſtiſe his 
childzen in their young age, and not when they 
are old, fo2 then it is much difficulty to make them 
bow, as Eſope rehearſeth to vs a fable, of a Father 
which had a Sonne, the which did nothing that her 
ought to haue done, but ever was going and playing 
in the towne. And the Father fo2 the miſrule of his 
ſonne, bzawled euer, and beat his feruants , telling 
vnto them a fable ofa Plowman-oz labourer, which 
bound a Bull hy the hoznes to an Dre: The Bull 
would not be and, but ſmote ffrongly at the man 
with his feete z andlanched at him with bis hoznes. 
At the laſt, being bound, the labourer ſaid to 3 
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J haue ioyned and bound you both together, fo the 
end that you ſhould doe ſome labour. But J will that 
the leaſt ol pou two, that is, the Bull, be learned and 
taught of the greateſt, which is the Drez foz J muſt 
(ſaid the labourer to himſelfe)binde them thus foge- 
ther, fo the end that the Bull which is young, flerce, 
malicious and ſtrong, ſmite, ne hurt no body, where- 
of great danger might come to mee. But becauſe 4 
know well that the Dre ſhall teach and gotterne him 
well, J haue bound them both together. Whereby 
this fable ſheweth vs, that the father ought both to 
teach and gine good example fo the child, and to cha- 
ſtiſe him while hee is young : foz hee that loneth his 


— 


child. will chaſtiſe him, 


Of the Serpent and the File. 
He Authour, that is to wit, Eſope rehearſeth 
vnto vs a Fable oł two euils, ſaying, a Serpent 
entered ſometime within the Foꝛge ofa Smith, fo: 
to ſearchfo2 ſome meate fo2 her dinner, it hapned that 
ſhe found a File, which ſhe began to gnaw with 
teeth. Chen ſaid the File to her, ifthou doe bite a 
gnaw me, yet ſhalt thou doe me no hurt, but thou ſhalf 
hurt thy ſelfe, fo2 by my ſtrength all the pꝛon is plai- 
ned, and therefo2t thou art a fole fo gnaw on me: fo2 
J tell thee that no euill may hurt ne damage another 
euill, and ſo ofthe hard:ſo one hard ſhall not bꝛeake 
another, noꝛ two enuious men ſhall not both ride vp- 
on one Aſſe. UWherefoze he that is mighty, mult loue 
him that is as mightie. * 
Ofthe Wolues and the Mpc. 
Uch men as haue a good head and good capfaine, 
Joughtnot to leaue him, foz hee that leaueth, rg- 
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penteth alterward, as Eſope rehearſeth fo vs this 
Fable, of the ſheepe which had warre and difſenti- 
on with the Molues, and becauſe that the Molues 
were loo ſkrong fb; the Sheep, the Sheepe tocke foz 
their helpe the Dogs t the Weathers alſo, and then 
was the battaile of the ſheep great and ſtrong, and 
they fought ſo victoztouſly againſt the Molues, that 
they put them to flight. And when the wolues ſaw 
the ſtrength of their aduerſaries, they ſent an Em⸗ 
bafſadonr foward the Sheepe foz to haue peace a⸗ 
mong them, the which @mbaſſadour ſaid vnto the 
ſheepe in this manner: Jf ye willgine vs the Dogs, 
we ſhall ſweare vnto you; that we Hall neuer keepe 
ne hold warre againſt pou. And the Sheepe an⸗ 
ſweared: If pe will (weare hereto, wee ſhall be con; 
tent. And thus they made peace together, but the 
wolues killed the Dogges which were Captaines of 
the ſheepe: wherefoze, when the little young wolues 
were growne to their age,they came to tach part, and 
confrined and aſſembled them together, and all with 
one accozd and will ſaid to their anceſtoꝛs x fathers: 
Wee muſt eate vp all the ſheepe. Their fathers an⸗ 
ſwered and ſatd vnfo them: wee hane made peace 


with them: Nenertheleſſe, the pong wolues bzake 


the peace and ran fiercely vpon the ſheepe, and their 
fathers after them: and thus becauſe that the ſheepe 
had deliuered the dogges to the wolues which were 
their Captaines, they were all deſtroyed. Therefoze 
it is good to keepe well a good captaine, which may 
at neede ſuccour and helpe: Foz a trne freind at 
neede, is better then gold; foz'if the ſheepe had kept 


thedogges __ them, the wolnes had not — 
em. 
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them. Mhereloze it is a ſure thing fo kepe well the 
toue of his P2ofecto2 and good triend. 

Of the Man and the Wood. 


re that giueth apde and helps to his enemy , ts 


the cauſe of his owne death, As Eſope rehear- 


ſeth by this fable. There was a man which 


made an axe, and after he had made it, heaſked of the 
tres a handle fo; it, and the trees were content to giue 
him one. And when he had made faſt the handle to the 
Are, he began to cut and thzow downe to the ground 
all the trees: wherefoze the Dake and Ach ſaid: if 
we be cut it is but right and reaſon , fo2 of our owne 
ſelfe we be cut and thzowne dowrie. And that it is 
not good fo2 one to put himſelfe into the danger and 
ſubiection of his enemy , as thou maieſt (& by this 
pꝛeſent fable. Fo2 men ought not to gine the ſtaffs by 
which they be beaten. | 
| Of the Wolfe and the Dogge: 
Ibertie oz freedome is a pleaſant thing, where- 
of Bſope tehearſeth a fable. A Uolfe and a Dog 
by chance mette together. And the Wolfe dewan- 
ded of the Dogge how he cameto beſofat ? the Dog 
anſwered : J haue well kept my Lo2ds houle, ehaue 
barked at the th&eues which came into my maſters 
houſe: Mhereloze hee and his men giue me plen- 
tpofmeate, whereof J am faire and fatte. And the 
Wolfe ſaid to him, It is well ſaid my bzother, and 
ſurely ſeeing thou fareſt there ſo well, A haue a very 


great deſire to dwel with thee, to the intent that thou 


and J may both dine together. Mell, ſaid the Dogge, 
tom theu with me, if thou wilt be at thy eaſe as I 
am, and hane no dzead,noz doubt of any thing. 9 F 

en 
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Then the Wolfe went with the Dogge, and as they 


went by the way, the Wolfe beheld the Dogs necks 
which was all bare of haire, and demanded of the 
dog and (aid, Pp bzother, whyis thy necke ſo bare? 
and the dog ſaid , it is by reaſon ofmy great coller of 
yzon, to the which daily J am faſtned, and at night 
Jam vnbound foz fo keepe the houſe the better: then 
ſaid the wolfe to the Dogge, Jthat am in liberty, 
will not be put in ſuch ſabiection to be bound a need 
not, and therefoze it thou beeſt accuſtomed thereto, 
and likeſt well of if, continue ſo ſtill and ſpare not, 
foz J will not leaue my liberty to fill my body. By 
which we learne, that liberty is moze to bee regarded 
then wealth. 

Of the hands,the feete,and the belly. 
Dw ſhall one doe any good fo another , which 
can doe no good to his owne felfe e As thon 
maieſt ſee by this Fable of the ferte and the hands, 
which ſometime had great ftrife with the belly, (ay- 
ing, all that we may o2 can get by our labour, thon 
tateſt it, and yet thou doeſt no good, wherefoze thon 
ſhalt haue nomozeof vs, but we wil let thee dye foz 
hunger. And when the belly was ſoze hungry, ſhe 
began focry out, alas J dye foz hunger, giue mee 
ſomewhat toeate: and the feet and hands ſaid , thou 
getteſt nothing of vs. And becauſe that the belly 
might haue no meate to ſuſtaine it, the conduits tho- 
row the which the meate paſſeth , became ſmall and 
narrow, and within few dayes alter, the fete and 
hands though the febleuefſe which they felt, would. 
then have laboured fo get meate foz the belly, but 
it was too late: foz by t oo long faſting, the wy" 


— r —5Ü¹ es * 


94 | The third Booke 


wert ioyned together, and therofoze the limbs might 
do no good to other, that is to wit, the belly. And he 
that gouerneth not well his belly , with great paine 
hee doth hold the other limbes in their ſtrength and 
vertue. UWherefoze a ſeruant ought to ſerue well his 
Maſter, to the end that his Paſter hold and keepe 


him yoneltlp, and to receine good reward of him 


om his aſter ſhall ſee his faithfuinefle. 
O the Ape and the Foxe. 
J the pooꝛe and the rich, Eſop reheatſeth a fas 
ble, of an Ape Which pꝛaped a Fore to lend 
him ſome of his taple, fo2 to coner his but- 


tocks therewith, ſaying thus to him, Mhat doth thy 


long taile auaile thee 2 it auaileth the nothing, but 
letteth ther: and that which letteth ther may be good 
fo: me. The for ſaid J would that it were pet lon⸗ 
ger. F02 rather J would ſee it all foule and dagled, 
then it ſhould beare to tha any ſuch honour as to co- 
uer thy foule buttocks therewith. Giue not therefoze 
away the thing that thou haſt neede of, leſt thou 
want it afterward thy ſelfe. 
Of the Merchant and the Aſſe. | 
A Any be tozmented after their death, where- 
(8ze men ought not to haifen their owne 


death, as Eſop rehearſeth by this fable of a 


Merchant which ledde an Alle laden into the mar- 
ket: and to be ſoone at market he beat the Aﬀe and 
ſoꝛe pꝛicked him, whereſo2ze the pooze Aſſe wiſhed 
and deſired his owne death, weening that aſter his 
death he ſhould bee at reſt. And after hee was well 
beaten hedyed. Then his Paſter made him to bee 
faine, and of bis ſkinne hee made Tabours which 
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c 
be eller beaten. And thus what paine (0 euer men 
haue during their life, they ought not to deſire no: 
wilh their death. Fo2 many there be that haue great 
paine in this wozld, that ſhall haue greater in ano⸗ 
ther woꝛlo: foꝛ à man hath no reſt foz death, but fog 
his merits. | 
Of the Hart and thc Oxe. 
| O Nelp by flying none is allured ko eſcape the 
oanger from which hee flpeth, as is ſhewed by 
this fable. There was a Yart which ranne befoze 
the cogges , to the end that he ſhould not be taken, 
and he fledde into the firſt towne that he found, and 
entred into a ſtable wherein were many Dren, ta 
whom he declared the cauſe why her was come thi⸗- 
ther, p2aping them that they would ſane him. And 
the Oren ſaid thus to him: Alas pooze Hart, thou 
art among vs euill reſcued, thou wouldeſt be moze 
ſure in the fields, fo2 if thou be perceiued, oꝛ ſcene of 
our Paſter , certainly thau art but dead. Alas foz 
pittie ſaid the Part, J pꝛay you that you will hide 
me within your racke, that I be not perceined, and at 
night I chall goe hence, and ſhall put my ſelle info a 
ſare place. Then one of the ſeruants came to gine 
hay to the Dren , and when hce had done he went 
away,and ſaivnot the Bart, whereat the Hart great- 
ly reiopced, ning that he had eſcaped the perill of 
eat whetete rend2ed thanks to the ren. But 
one of the Dren ſaid to him, It is eaſte to eſcape ouf 
of the hands of the blind hut it is hard to eſcape from 
the hands of them that may well ſee. Foz if our Pa⸗ 
ſer come hither, which hath abone an hundzed eyes, 
certainely thou art but dead, ü he perceine ther. _ 
G 1 
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if he ſe the not certainely thou art ſaued, and ſhalt 
goe fozth on thy way ſurely. The Maſter within a 
ſho2t while after went into the ſtable; and after hee 
had demanded to (&@ the hay which was befoze the 
@Dren hee went himſelfe and felt of it, and as he felt 
the Has he felt alſo the hoꝛnes of the Hart with his 
hands, and to himiclfe he ſaid, what is this that J 
feele hrece 2 And being afraid, called his ſeruants, 
and aſxed how that Hart came there ? And they ſaid 
to him - ſurety my Kd we cannot teil. Then their 
192d was glad, and made the Part to be taken and 
daine, and the Lozd made a great feaſt foz to haue 
him eaten. It hapneth therefoze oftentimes that hee 
which ſuppoſeth to flp, is taken ere he bee aware, 
whereloꝛe men ought alwaies to keepe themſelves 
from doing (ach things whereby they neede not fly. 


Ofthe Fallace and the Lyon,and of 
their conuerſation. 


O beeconnerſant among men of euill life, is a 


thing very perillous, as Eſope rehearſeth by 
this pꝛeſent fable. There was a Lyon ſtrong and 
mighty, which made himſelie King foz to haue the 
gryater renowne and glo2y. And from thencefozth 
he began to change his conditions x cuſtsme, ſhew- 
inghimſelfe c ourteous. and l wearing that he would 
hurt no beaſts, but would keepe them ſafe againſt 
euer p one2 Akterward, of this pꝛomiſe hee repented 
him, becauſe it was difficult and hard to change his 
owne kinde. And therefoꝛe when he was angry, he, 
ledde him with lome (mall beaſts into a ſecret place. 


 foz to cate and denvarc them. And hee demanded if 
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his bzeath ſtanke o2 not, and they ſaid it ſtanke; and 
all they which an{wered not, he pzeſently killed and 
deuouced them. Jt hapned among the reſt, that hee 
demanded ofthe Ape whether his bzeach tanke oz 
not, and the Ape anſwered no, and laid withall hat 
it lmelleth as lwærte as any-Bawaie ; and then the 
Lyon had ſhame to ſlay the Ape; but he found a ſuo- 
tile falſhod fo: to put him lo death. Pe tained hun- 
ſelfe ſhoztly after to be ſiecke , and commanded that 
all his Leeches and Þurgions ſhould come beioze 
him. Mhen they were come, hecommanded them 
to loke on his vꝛine, and when they law it, they ſaid, 
to him , Sir, be ol good comfozt and pe ſhall icons, 
be whole: and the Lyon ſaid, alas, right fatne would 
Jeate of an Ape, Certainely ſaide his Phiſicions z 
that is very good meate fo2 you. Then was the Ape 
ſent foz, and notwithſtanding that he wozſhipfully 
ſpake and anſwered to the King, the Bing made him 
to dye, and deuoured hiut. It is perillous therefozs 
and very harimefull to be in the tellowſhip of a Ty- 
rant, foz though it be againſt all equity and conſci⸗ 
ence, his will muſt ſtand fo a law, and whatſoener 
he commandeth , muſt be put in pꝛadice, though it 
tend to the ruine of his beft ſubieas. 


The end of the thurd booke. 


G 2 The 


of Eſope. 


The firſt Fable maketh mention of the 
Fox and the Raiſius. 


N E is not wiſe which deſireth any thing 
72 DS that he may not haue, as rehearſeth 
n A this pꝛeſent fable, of a For, which be- 
held the Raiſins that grew vpon a 
NA, | PY Bine, which he greatly deſired. And 
when he ſaw that bee could get none, 
be — his ſozrob into top, and ſaid, theſe Raiſins 
be ſow2e, and if J bad ſome J would not eate them. 
Therefoꝛe he is Wiſe that faineth not to deſire ths 
thing that he would willingly haue. 
Of the Weſill and the Rats. 
T ts better foꝛ a man to haue witte then ſtrength 
as E ſope ſheweth by this Fable. There was an 
old Meſill which might no moꝛe take Kats, lohere⸗ 
foꝛe the was often hungry, t thought that ſhe would 
hide her ſelf? within the floꝛe to fake the rats which 
came to eate it. And as the Nats came to the flooze, 
ſhe tooke and ate them one aiter another. And as 
the oldeit rat of all perceined her malice, he ſaid thus 
in himſelke, certainelp J ſhall kepe me well from the, 
fo2 J know weil thy malice and falſhood. Therefoze 
he is wile that eſcapeth the malice of his enemy by 
wit rather then by koꝛce. 
Of the Wolte te S epheard, and the Hunter. 
PLE folke ſhew themſelues good in wo2des;, 
1 which are *all cf great fantaſies, as Eſope 


5 ſheweth by this Fable. There was a Molle 
Fi | which 


98 The fourth Book of the ſubtile Fables — 


thing 
Aarſeth 
ich be · 
zpon a 
. And 
none, 
aifins 
them, 
re ths 


enath 
as an 
phere- 
would 
which 
looze, 
nd as 
thus 
1 the, 
refoze 
np by 


er. 

des, 
E ſope 
Volle 
vhich 


of Eſops Fables. 99 
lohich fledde from a Hunter, and as he fled he met a 


Shepheard, to whom he ſaid, my friend, J pꝛap thee 


tell not to him that followeth me, which way Jam 
gone: and the ſhepheard ſaid to him, feare nothing 
J ſhall ſhew to him another way, when the Hun- 
ter came, he demanded of the ſhepheard which way 
the Wolfe went. The ſhepheard both with his head 
and eyes (hewedthe hunter the place wh:re the wolfe 
was, and with his hand and tongue ſheuwed the con- 
trary. Wut the Molle percetumg well all the falſe 
dealing of the ſhepheard, fledaway and eſcaped. And 
within a while after, the ſhepheard met the wolfe, 
and ſaid to him: pay me fo2 that Jkept thee ſecret. 
And the Molfe anſwered, J thanke thy hands and 
tongue, ⁊ not thy head ne eyes, fo2 by them J ſhould 
haue bene betraped if J had not fled away. There- 
foze men muſt uot truſt him that hath two tongues, 
fo2 ſuch are like the ſcoꝛpion, which healeth with his 
tongue and hurteth with his taile. | 
Ofthe goddeſſe Iuno, the Peacocke, * 
and the Nightingale. 

Uery one ought to be conteut with nature, and 

ſuch goods as Godhath lent them, to vic them 

iuſtly, as is rehearſed vato vs by this fable: 
There was a Peacocke which came to the goddeſſe 
Iuno & (aid vnto her, I am very heaup and ſo2rowfnl, 
becauſe J cannot ſing as well as the Nightingale, foz 
every one mocketh and ſcozneth mer becauſe Jcan- 
not ſing. Tyen Juno to comfozt him, ſaid: Thy faire 
fozme aud beauty is of farre greater woꝛth, and moꝛe 
to be pꝛaiſed then the ſong of the Nightingale , fo2 
thy feathers and thy colours be reſplendiſhing, lie 
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vnto the pꝛecious Emerald, and there is no Bird 
whole feathers are ſo faire and beautifull as thine be: 
the Peacocke notwithſtanding ſaid to Iuno, allthis 
is nothing laing J cannot ſing. Then Inno ſpake 


againe thus to the Peacocke to content him, ſaying, 


This is the diſpoſition of the gods, which hath gi⸗ 
uen to enery one a (cuerall pzoperty and vertue, as 
they thinke merle themſclues: and as thep haue gi- 
nen to thee faite beau v and goodly feathers, ſo haue 
they giuen vnto the Nightingale wert and pleaſant 
ſong, and to all other Birds their pꝛoper qualitie. 
Uhcrefs:e euerp one ought to be content with that 


he hath , foz the miſeruble touetous man, the moze 


goods he hath, the moꝛe he deſireth. 
Of the Panther and the villaincs. 

' Uery one ought to doe well to the ſtranger, and 
to fo giue the miſerable, as Eſope rehearſeth by 
this fable following. There was a Panther 

Which fell into a pit, t when the villaines oz churles 
of the Country ſaw her, ſome of them began to (mite 
her, and other ſaid.fozgiue and pardon her,fozlhe hath 
hurt no body; and there were other that gaue to her 
bꝛead, and another that ſaid fo the villaines, beware 
you (lay her not. And becauſe they were all of ſun- 
day minds, every one of them went home againe, 
weening that ſhe ſhould dye within the ſaid pit, but 
by little and little ſhe climed vp, and went her way. 
Mithin a while after, ſhe hauing in memozy the 


great iniurp that had bene done to her, went againe 


to the place where ſhe had bene ſoze beaten, and be- 
gan to kill and lay all the beaſts thereabout, and put 
the ſhepheard and 1 and other which kept 

beaſts 
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hoaſts fo flight, the likewiſe burnt their cone, and 
did many other euils there-about. And when the 
folkes of the Country (aw the great damage that ſhe 
did to them, they came toward her pzaying her to 
haue pitty on them. To whom ſhee anſwered in this 
manner, A am not come hither to take vengeance on 
them which haue had pitty on me, but only on them 
which would haue flaine mee. And foz the wicked 
and euill folke I recite this fable: to the end that they 
hurt no body, foz if the villaines had taken pitie, one 


as well as another ofthe povze Panther, when ſhe 


was in the pit, the fozeſaid euill has not hapned vnto 
them. : 
Of the Butcheers and the Weathers. 

Hat linage 02 kindꝛed which is different in diui⸗ 

ſion, ſhall not doe any thing lightly to their pꝛo⸗ 

fit, as Eſop ſheweth by this fable. There was a 
Butcher which entred into a ſtable full of weathers, 
and when the weathers ſaw him, none of them ſatd 
a wo2d.: The butcher tooke the firſt he found , then 
the weathers ſpake all together and ſaid, Let him ds 
what he will, and thus the Butcher tooke them all 
one after another ſaue onely one. And as he would 
haue taken him, the pooze weather ſaid, Juſtly am 
I woꝛthy to be taken, becauſe I haue not holpe my 
fellowes: fo2 he that will not helpe others, ought not 
to looke fo2 helpe of others: wherefoze vertue vni- 
fed is better then vertue ſeparated. 

Ofthe Faulconer and the Birds. 

1 wiſe ought ener to keepe good counſell, and 

in no wiſe sught they to doe the contrary, as re- 
hearſeth this fable of = birds which were iopfull 
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aud glad when the pꝛime time came, becauſe their 


. . neſts were then couered all with leaues. Inconti- 


nent they beheld and ſaw a faulconer which dꝛeſt 


and laid his laces and nets foz to take them, and then 


they ſaid all together: yender man hath pitty ou vs, 
fo2 when he beholdeth vs he wepeth. And the Pars 
trich which had often experimented all the deceits ol 
rhe ſaid kaulconer, ſaid to them:keepe pe ali well from 
the ſaid man, loꝛ he ſeekeih nothing but the manner 
now to take pou, and when he hath taken pon, he wil 
eate t deuouxe pon, oz ele beare pon to the market x 


ſel vou:and as many as beleeued his counſel, were ſas: 


ned. TWherefoze they that (cozne good counſell, are 
woꝛthy to fall ints danger. 
Ofthe true man, the Ly er and the Ape. 
Any men in time paſt, pꝛapſed moze the peo- 
1 ple full of leafings then them that told truth, 
which thing raigneth with ſome vnto this dap, 


as wee may vnderſtand by this pꝛeſent Fable, ol 


a true man and a lper, which went both together 
thoꝛow the conntry, and ſo long they went together 
in their iournepes, as they came ta a Paouince of 
Apes, and the Ring of Apes made them to be taken 
and brought befoze him:he being ſet in his maieſfy, 
like an Emperour, and all his Apes about him as 
ſubiects be about their Lo2d, demanded of the Lyer 
and ſaid, TU10 am J; and the lyar flatterinsly ſaid 
vnto him, Thou art Einperour and king; and the fai⸗ 


reſt creature that is vpon the earth. Tyen the ing 


demanded of him againe: Who be theſe that be a- 
bout me: and the Tyar anſwered, Hir they be your 
Knights and your ſubiects, fo keepe pour perſon and 

your 
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your realme. Then the King ſaid, thou art a good 
man, A will that thou be my great Steward of my 
houſhold,and that euery one beare to thee honour and 
reuerence. When the true man heard all this, hee 
ſaid in himſelfe, if this man fo2 making of Ives beſo 
greatly aduanced, then by great reaſon J ſhall bee 
moze woꝛſhipped it J ſpeake truth. Then the Bing 
aſked the true man and ſaid; Who am J. and all that 
be about me ? then the true man anſwered : Thou 
art an Ape, + a beaſt right abominable, and all they 
which are ab ut thep, are like vnto thee. Then did 
the Ring command he thould be toꝛne with teeth and 
clawes,and cut all in pieces. And therfoze it hapneth 
okt, that lpers be aduanced, and true men ſet low, pea 
many times fo2 ſaping the truth, men laſe their 
liues, which thing is againſt all iuſtice and equitie. 
Of the Horſe, the Hunter, and | 
the Hart, 
KI Dne ought to put himſelfe in ſubtection, fo2 fo 
auenge him on other, fo2 better it is not to ſub. 


mit himſelfe, then to be ſubmitted: as Eſope rehears 


ſeth by this fable following. There was an Yozſe 
which enuied an Hart, becauſe ſhee was fairer then 
hee. This Bo:ſe though enup went vnto an Hun⸗ 
ter, to whom he ſaid in this manner: J* thou wilt 
beleeue me, we ſhall this day fake a good p2ey; leape 
vpon my backe, and take thy ſwoꝛd, and we ſhal chaſe 
the Hart: and thou ſhalt kill him with thy ſwoꝛd, and 
ſo thou mateſt eate him and ſell his Rinne. And then 
the Hunter moned by auarice , demanded of the 
Yozſe ſaping, Thinkeſt thou indeede wee may take 
the Mart of whom thou ſpeakeſt to mee? =_ 
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the Bo2le an{wered thus, Alſare thy ſelfe of it, fo2 
hereto ſhall J put all my diltgence and ſtrength, leape 
on my backe, and doe after my counſel!; and then the 
Hunter lept vpon the Hoꝛſe, and began to runne him 
after the Hart; and when the Hart ſaw him come hee 
fled, but by reaſon that the Hart ran faſter then the 
hoꝛſe did, he eſcaped from them and ſaued himſelle. 
And when the ho2le felt hunielfe very wearie, and 
that he might no moꝛe runne, he laid to the hunter in 
this manner; light from my backe, foz J may beare 
ther no moꝛe, and J haue miffed of my pꝛep. Then 
ſaid the hunter to the hozſe, ſeeing thou art entred in⸗ 
to my hands, thou ſhalt not yet eſcape from me thus, 
thou haſt the bꝛidle in thy month, wherby thou maiſt 
be kept ſtill and reſtrained, and though thou wilt 
leape, the ſaddle ſhall keepe me. and it thou wilt caſt 
thy feete krom thee J haue good ſpurres to conſtraine 
thee and make thee to goe whether thou wilt oz no, 
where J will haue thee : therefozoe-kepe thy ſelfe 
well, that thou ſhew not thy ſelle rebellious vnto me. 
It is not good thereloꝛs foz a man to put himſelte in 
ſubiection to another, that thereby he map be auen; 
ged ol his aduerſary, foz whoſo ſubmitteth himſelfe 
vnder the might of another, is bound to doe his will. 
Of the Aſſe and the Lyon. 

Meat callers by their high and loud crp, ſup- 

aoſe thereby to make folke afraid, as Eſope xe- 
hearſety by this pꝛeſent fable. There was an Alle 
which ſometime met with a Lyon, to whom he ſaid: 
Let vs both goe vp to the top of a mountaine, and I 
ſhall ſhew thee how the beaſts be afraid ef me: and 
the Lyon began to ſmile, and anſwered the Alle, goe 
we 
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we my bzother: and when they were vpon the toppe 
of the hill, the Alle beg try, and the Foxes and 
Pares began to flee. When the Alle ſaw them fiee, 
he ſaid to the Lyon, ſeeſt thou not how the Beaſts 
dzead and doubt me? The Lyon ſaid, Jhad alſo been 
fearefull of thy vopte, if 4 han not knowne verily 
that thou art but an Aſſe. Wlherefoze nien need not 
to doubt him which aduanceth himſclfe to doe that 
hee cannot doe, Nether need men to (eare a foole lo 


| his noiſe,no2 his great voice. 


Of the Hawke and other birds. 

He hypocrites make to God a beard ol ſtraw, as 

in this fable of a Hawke, which ſometime fained 
that he would celeb2ate a natiuitie, 02 hold a very 
great feaſt, the which ſhould be kept within a tem- 
ple: and vnto this feaſt and ſolemnitie, he inuited 
and ſummoned all the ſmall Birds, to which they 
came. And incontinent as they were all come lo the 
feaſt, and entred into the tempte, the Bawke did ſhut 
the gate, and put them all fo death one after another, 
tUherefoze this fable ſheweth vnto vs, how we muſt 


keepe our ſelues from all them which vnder faire ſee- 


ming haue a falſe heart, foz thoſe be hypocrrites, and 
deteiuers of God and the woꝛld. 
Of the Fox and the Lyon. 

E is well adniſed that taketh warning by the 

perill of other men, as this fable ſheweth, of 

aLyon which ſometime fained himſelſe ſicke, & 
when the beaſts knew that the Lion was ſicke, they 
would goe all to viũt and ſee him as their King, and 
incontinent as the beaſts entred into his houſe to ſee 


him, he deuoured them. And when the Fores were 


- come 
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come to the gate fo2 to haue viſited the Lyon , they the 
knew well the fallace and falſhad of the Lyon, anff } ſafe 
ſalutedbimat the entry of the gate, but entered not ol v 
within: and when the Lyon ſaw that they would not and 
enter into his houſe, he demanded ol them why they 
would not come in. Then one of the Fores ſaid to V 
him. We perceiue well by the traces, that all thoſe 
beaſts which haue entced into thy hauſe come not ſen 
ont againe , wherefoze we thinke, that if we ſhould get! 
onte enter in, we ſhould come no moze out. Ye theres | kno 
foze is te be accounted wiſe, which taketh warning ſaid 
by other mens harmes. his 
Of the Aſſe, and the Wolfe. whe 
Aith and truth from an enill man is ſeldome fo cur 
be expected. As Eſop rehearſeth by this fable, of | fhe1 
a Molke which -vifited an Aſſe which was very mer 
ſicke,the Molle began to feele and touch him, and de- 02) 
mandes of him and ſaid, Pp b2other x friend, where- Þ thee 
about is thy ſoꝛe? and the Aſſe ſaid to him: euen in à ax 
that place where thou toucheſt: And then the Wolfe | Lyo 
faining to helpe, began to bite and ſmite him. Men his | 
mult therefoze beware of flatterers, foz they ſay one wel 
thing, and doe another. | the! 
Of the Hedgehog and the three Kids. 
Hoſe that be pong ought not to mocke and ſcoꝛn 
their elders ; as Eſope ſheweth by this fable, of = 
thꝛee little Goates which mocked a great Bedge⸗ 
hogge which fled befo2ze a Wolfe : and when he per; 
{ ceived their ſcozning, he ſaid vnto them, Ah pooze to tl 
{ foles, p& wot not wherefoꝛe Jfl , if ye wiſt and was 
| knew the perill, pe would not mocke me. Where- à gr 
foꝛe. when men ſee the great and mighty be and 
Y E 
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the leſſe and f&ble ought not to thinke themſelnes 
ſafe and ſure: fo2 when a fowne is taken by hazard 
of warre,the whole country about ought to tremble 
and be atraid. 

| Of the Man and the Lyon. | 

En ought not to beleeue the Painter, but tho 

truth and the deed. As men map ſ& by this pze- 
ſent Fable, of a man and a Lyon, which had ſtrife to- 
gethcr, and were in great diſſention, foz to witteand 
know which of them was moze ſtrong, The man 
ſaid he was ſtronger then the Lyon, and foꝛ to haue 
his ſaying verified, chewed to the Lyon a picture, 
whereas a man had victozy oner a Lyon, and the pt- 
cure of Samſon the ſtrong. Then ſaid the Lyon vnto 
the man, ik the Lyons could make pictures as well as 
men, it ſhould be here ſhowne , how the Lyon had vi- 
o2y over the man, and now e quoth he)J ſhallſhew 


thee the p2oofe hercof:then the Lyon ledde the man to 


a great pit, and there they fought together, but the 
Lyon caſt the man into the pit, and ſubmitted him to 
bis ſubiection, ſaying: thou man, now knoweſt thou 
well which of vs two be the ſtrenger, andtherfoze by 
the wozke, the wozkeman may be knowne, 


Of the Camell and the Fly, 

E that hath no might-onght not fo pꝛaiſe hun 
ſelfe,as Eſope ſheweth by this fable. Jt hapned 

that a Fly becauſe of the Cammels-haire, lept 

to the backe of the Cammell which was loaden, and 
was boꝛne of him all the dap: & when they had gone 
a great way, 4 that the Cammell came to his Inne, 
and was put in the ſtable, the Fiy leapt from _ — 
- „the 
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the ground beſide the fote of the Cammell; and then 
ſaid to the Tammell, J haue pitt of thee, and am 
come downe from thy backe, becauſe J wonld no 
moꝛe be burdenlome vnto thee. And the Cammel ſaid 
tothe Fly; I thanke thee, howbeit J am not ſoze la- 
 denofthee. And therefoze , of him which may not 

greatl hurt, little eſtimation is to be mate. 

Or the Ant, and the Creket. 
Eceſſary it is foz every man to pꝛouide foz him. 
ſelfe in ſummer, ſuch things whereof her ſhall 
haue need in winter, as thou maieſt (ee by this pze- 
ſent Fable. There was a Creket which in the win 
ter tune demaunded of the Ant ſome cozne to eate. 
And then the Ant ſaid to the Creket, what haſt thon 
done all the ſummer laſt paſt : and the Creket an- 
ſwered, I haue ſung. Then ſaid the Ant, Ol my 
3 Cozne thou getteſt none: foz if thou haue ſung all 
; 4; the @ummer , goe dance all the winter. By which 
RY Bt we learne, that there is a time oꝛdained foꝛ labour, as 
Wu | well as a time fo2 reſt. Fo2 hee that will not wozke 
; 
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hen he ſhould, hall want when he would not. 
Ot the Pilgrim, and the ſword. 

O! Neeuill man may be cauſe of great perill and 
lofſe to many folkes. As Eſope rehearſeth by 
| this pzeſent fable. There was a Pilgrime 
© which by chance found in the way a ſwozd, and hee 
7 | aſked of the ſwoꝛd, what is hee that hath loſt ther: And 
as the ſwozd anſwered to him, Dnemanalonehath loſt 
"oh me, but many a one Jhane loft. And therefoze an euil 
\ man may well be loſt, but ere he be loſthee may well 
let many a one. Fo2 by an euill man, may come into 


1 2 acountry many euils. | 
BEL | of 


3 
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Ofthe ſheepe and the Crow. 


Nau dught to doe injury , noz deſpiſe the pooze 


innocents oz ſtmple ones: As rehearſeth this 
pꝛeſent Fable ofa Crow. which ſet her ſelfe on the 
backe of a Sheepe. And when the ſheepe had bozne 
her a great while, che ſaid to her, thou ſhalt keepe thy 
ſelfe well to ſet thee adogge. Then the Crow- 
ſaid tothe ſhepe , thinkeſt thou not pooze innocent, 
but that J wot well with whom J play ? foꝛ Jam 
old and malicious, and my kinde is to harme all in⸗ 
nocents, and to be a friend vnto the euill. Mhetefoze 
this Fable ſheweth, that there be folke of ſuch kinds 
as they will ds no good wozko, but onely let and, 


hinder the innocent and ſtmple. * 


Of the Tree, and the Reede. 
One ought to be pꝛoud againſt his Lozd, but 
to humble himſelfe vnto him, as reheacſeth this 
pꝛeſent Fable, ofa great Tree which would nener 
bow foz any wind, and the Reede which was at his 
foot , bowed euerp way euen as the winde pleaſed. 
Wherenpon the Tree ſaid to the Reede, Why doeff 
thou not ſtand ſtill as I doe e And the Reede aniwe- 
red, J haue not the might that thou haſt. And the 
Tree laid to the Rede pꝛoudly, then haue J moze 
ſtrength then thou. And anon after, there came a 
great wind which thzew downe the ſaid tree to the 
ground, and the Reede abode vp ſtill. Thus wee 
learne hereby, that the pꝛoud ere they be aware are 
ſuddenly thzowne downe, and the humble many 
times are exalted. 
a The end of the fourth Booke. 


Here 
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Heere beginneth the fift Booke, whereof the 
ficit Fable is ofthe Mule, the Wolfe, 
and the Foxc. 


En call many folke Aſſes that be very fab- 

ile and wiſe, and many thinke themſelues 

wiſe., which deſecue to bee accounted alles, 
as à u peareth by this Fable: thece was a Mule 
which ate opraſſe in a meddow nere a great Foz- 
teſt, to who:n came a Foxe, which demanded of 
him and laid: That art thou? And the Mule an⸗ 
ſwered, Jain a beaſt. And the Foxe ſaid, J doe not 
aſke that of the, but Jaſke who was thy Fa- 
ther? and the Pule anſwered, Pp great father 
was a Hoꝛzſe. And the Fore ſaid againe, J doe not 
aſke that, but onelp that thou tell mee what 1s thy 
name. and the Mule ſaid, J know not, becauſe J was 
little when my father dyed: neuertheleſſe to the 
end that mp name ſhould not be fozgotten, my fa. 


ther made it to bee wꝛitten vnder my left focte be- 


hind, wherekoze if thou wilt know my name, looke 
vnder my koote. And when the Foxe vnderſtood the 
falſhood of the Mule, hee went againe to the foꝛreſt 
and met the Mole, to whom he ſaid: Ha miſcreant 
beaſt what doeſt thou here? come with me, and ins 
to thy hands J ſhall put a good p2ey to fill thy belly. 
Looke in pondermeddow, and there thou ſhalt finde 
a good fat beaſt, with that which thy hunger may 
bee ſatisfied. The Molie went pꝛeſentlp into the 
medow, and finding there the Mule, hee ſaid vnto 
him in this manner: Who art thou ?- and the 
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« Puleanſwered the Wolfe, laping, J am a Beaft. 


of Eſops Fables. 111 
The Molle ſaid to him, that is not the thing which 
J aſke ol thee, but tell me how thou art named. The 
Pule laid, J wot not, but neuertheleſle, if thou wilt 
know my name, thou ſhalt finde if waitten vnder 
my lelc foote behinde. Then the Molle (aid, J pꝛay 
thee ſhew it me, and the Mule lift vp his foote and as 
the Wolfe looked thereon, the Pule gaue him ſuch a 
ffroake there. with on the foze-head, that almoſt the 
bꝛaines fell out of his head. And then the for, which 
was behind a bow and ſaw all the matter, began to 
laugh, and mocke the Wolfe, ſaying : Foule beaſt, 
thou wotteſt well that thou canſt not reade , where- 
foze euill thercofis come to thee, thy ſelfe being canſe 
ol it. Foz none ought to take vpon him the thing 
which he cannot doe, leſt by ſhewing his ignozance 
he be willing to be mockt fo2 his labour. 

Of the Bore and the Wolfe. 

4 Þ ww are ſome that pꝛeſume foz to be great pers 
ſons; and diſpꝛaiſe their owne parents, which 
at the laſt doe become pooze, and fall into great diſho- 
nour: as Eſope ſheweth by this fable. There was a 

Boꝛe among a heard of Swine, and foz to haue do⸗ 
minion and lo2dſhip ouer them, he began to make a 
great rumo2 , and ed his great t&th to make the 
other (wine afraid: but becauſe they knew him, they 
let nought by him, wherefoze he was much diſplea- 
ſed; and went thence vnto the heard of Sherpe and 
Lambs, And when he was there, he began to make 
agreat rumoz,and ſhewed them his great teeth. And 
when the Lambes heard him, they were very much 
afraid; and began to _ foz feare. Then CO « 
Boe 
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Boꝛe within himfelfe , Bere is the place wherein J 
malt abide and dwell, foz here J ſhall be greatly woz- 
ſhipped,fo2 euery one quaketh fozfeare ofme. Then 
came ths wolle thither fo2 to haue gotten ſome pꝛep, 
and the lambes began to fie: but the boze as pꝛoud 
would not ſtir him, ne goe from the place, becauſe he 
ſuppoſed himſelfe Loꝛd, but the Molle toke him, 
and bare him into the wood foz to eate him. And as 
the wolfe bare him, if happened that he paſſed befoze 
the heard of (wine which the boze had lelt, and when 


the boꝛe perceiued and knew them. he crped aloude 
and pꝛaped them fo2 Gods loue that they would help 
him ſaping that without their help he was but dead. 
And then the ſwine all with one conſent, went and 
reconred their fellow , and flew the Molke. hen 
the Boꝛe was thus delinered , 4 ſaw himſelfe among 
the ſſwine, he began to haue ſhame, becauſe he was 
thus departed and gone from their fellowſhippe, and 
ſaid to them, My bꝛethꝛen and kriends, J am well 
wozthy fo ſuffer this paine, becanſe J haue gone 
and departed from you. UUherefoze , he that is well, 
onght ſo to keepe himſelfe, foꝛ many by pꝛide couet 
to be great Loꝛds, and oit fall thereby into great po- 
nertie. 

Of the Foxe and the Cocke. 
O Ftentimes much ſpeech hurteth , as rehearſeth 
this Fable. There was a For which came fo a 
Cock and ſaid, J would faine know ifthou canſt ſing 
as well as thy father could. And the Cocke ſhut his 
eyes and began to Crow and ſing. And then the For 
taught him and carried him away. And the people 
of the fowne cried e ſaid, The For beareth away the 
Cocke. 
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tocke Then the cock ſaid thus to the Fox, Pp Lozd, 
vnderſtandeſt thou not that the people (ay, thou bea- 
reſt away their cocke, tell to them that it is thine and 
not theirs. And as the Fox ſaid, It is not yours but 
mine, the Cocke efcaped from the fores mouth , and * 
flew vp into a fre, and then the Cock ſaid to the fore, 
Now thou lieſt, fo2 J am theirs and not thine. And 
then the For began to hitte the earth both with his 
mouth and head, ſaying, Pouth thou haſt ſpoken too 
much. thou mighteſt haue eaten the Cocke, had ſt not 
becne koz thy many wozds. Thus we ſee that oucr- 
much talking letteth, and too much crowing (mare - 
teth.Keep thy ſelfe therefoze from ouer many wozds, 
leſt afterward it repent the. 
. _ Ofthe Dragon and the Labourer. 
One ought to render euill foz good, and they that 
helpe, ought not to be hurt, as this fable ſhew- 


eth, ol a Dꝛagon which was within a riuer, and as the 


riuer was diminiſhed of water, the Dꝛagon abode 
at the riuer, which was all dzy, and thus foz lacke of 
water he could not ſtirre him. A labonrer oz villaine 
came that way , and demanded of the Dzagon, ſay- 
ing:what dooſt thou here? and the Dzagon ſaid, here 
Jam without water, without the which J cannot 
mooue, but if thou wilt bind me, and let me vpon thy 
Alle, and lead me into a riuer, I ſhall giue thee aboun- 
dance of gold and filuer: and the villaine foz couetoul⸗ 
neſſe bound him and led him into the riuer: and when 
he had vnbound him, hee demanded of him his ſala- 
rie oʒ payment. The Dꝛagon ſaid to him, becauſe 
thou haſt vnbound mee thou wilt be papde, and bes 


cauſe that J am now hungry, J will eatethee ; and 
 - the 
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the villaine anſwered and ſaid , foz my labour wilt 
thou eafe and deuoure me? And as thep ſtriued to⸗ 
gether, the foxe being within the Foꝛreſt, and hearing 
their queſtioning, came to him and ſaid in this man. 
ner. Striue dee no moze together fo: J ivill accoꝛd 
and make peace betwirt you , let each of you fell to 
me his reaſon , foz to wet which of you haue right. 
And when each of them had told his tale. The fox laid 
fo the villaine, ſheiv to me how thou vnboundeſt the 
Dꝛagon, that J may ginethereofa lawfull ſentence, 
And the villaine put the Dꝛagon vpon his alle, and 
bound him as he did befoze. Then the for deman- 
ded of the dzagon, held hee thee ſo faſt bound as thou 
art now? and the Dꝛagon anſwered, Yea my Lozd, 
and pet moꝛe hard. And the fore ſaid to the villaine, 
bind her ret moze harder, fo2 hee that well bindeth, 
well he cau vnbind. And when the dzagon was falt 
bound, the fore ſaid to the villaine, beare him againe 
where thou did( firſt binde him, and there leaue him 
bound as he is now, and ſo he ſhall not eate and de⸗ 
uoure thee. Fo2 he that doth enill, ſhall be rewarded 
with enill : and they that offer harme to the poze 
hall haue puniſhment from God. 

: Ofthe Foxe and the Cat. 

Any there be which aduance themſelues, and 
thinke that they be wiſe and ſubtile, which bee 
ffarke fooles and know nothing, as rehearſeth this 
pꝛeſent fable, of a foxe that ſomefime mette with 


à Catte, to whom hee ſaive, Py Goſſip, God gine 
you good dap. And the Cat ſaid, My Lozd, God gine 


pou good life. And then the fore demanded of him: 
My 
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my goſſip, what c anſt thou doe? And the Cat ſaide 
vnto him, J can leape a little. & the fox ſaid to him 
certainly thou art not wozthy to liue, becauſe thou 
tanſt doe nothing. And becauſe that the Cat was an- 
gry at the fores wozds, he demaunded of the fore 
and laid, Goſſip what canſt thou doe? A,thouſany 


* tundzy wiles haue J ſaid the for, foz I haue a ſacke 


fall of ſciences and wiles, and A am ſo great a ſchol- 
ler that none can decetue me. And as they were thus 
talking together, the Cat percetued a Knight com- 
ming towards them, which had many Dogs with 
him, whereloꝛe he ſaid to the - fore, mygoſſtp , cer- 
tainely I ſee a night comming hitherward, which 
hath with him many dogges, the which as pe know 
be our enemies. The fore anſwered, Py goſſip, thon 
ſpeakeſt like a coward, and one that ts acatd , let 
him come, and care uot thou. And incontinent the 
dogges perteiued the Cat and the fore, and began to 
run vpon them: and when the foro ſaw them come , 
he ſaidfo the Catte: Let vs flee goſſip, to whom the 
Cat anſwerod : cerfainely goſfip there is no need: ne- 
uertheleſte the koxe beleeued not the Cat, but fledde, 
and ran as faſt as he could to ſaue him, and the Cat 
leapt vp into a tree and ſaued herſelfe. Now ſhall we 
ſee who ſhall play beſt fo2 to pꝛeſerue and fane him- 
ſells. When the Cat was vpon the tree, ſhe looked 
about her, and ſaw how the dogges held the for with 


their teeth to whom ſhe cryed and ſaid, O my goſſip 


and ſubtile fore , of a thouſand wiles that thou canſt 

doe, let me now ſee one of them. The fore anſwered 

not, but he was killed ol the dogges, and the Cat e⸗ 

ſcaped. Wherefoze the wiſe ought not to diſpꝛaiſe the 
| 3 
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fimple, foz ſome are ſuppoſed to be wiſe, and pet are 
very fooles. 


Of the Hee Goate and the Wolfe. 
E that is feeble , ought not to arme himſelfe a⸗ 
| gainſt the ſtrong, as rehearſeth this fable, of a 
Molle which ſometime ranne faſt after a he Goate, 
the he Goate fo2 fo ſane htmſelfe leapt vpon a 


- rocke,and the TUolfe beſieged him. And alter when 


they had dwelled there two oz thzee dapes, the wolle 
began to ware hungry , and the goate to haue thirft, 
And thus the Wolfe went fo2 to eate,and the Goats 
to dzinke. And as the Goate dzanke,he ſaw his ſha- 
dow in the water, and beholding his ſhadow, ſaide 
thus withiu himſelfe , Halt thou ſo faire legges, (q 
faire a beard,and ſo faire hoznes, and haſt feare of the 
Wolfe ? Af it happen. that he come againe, J will 
charge him well, and keepe him well, and her ſhall 
haue no charge ouer me. And the Uolfe which held 
his E harkned what hee ſaid, took him by one 
ok his legges, ſaying thus: what woꝛds be theſe that 
thou dooſt ſap bꝛother he Goate? And when the goat 


ſaw that he was taken tardy, he thus anſwered the 


Molke, my Lo2d, I ſay nothing, have pitty on me, 

I know well that Jhane offended: notwithſtanding, 

the Molle tooke him by the necke and ſtrangled him. 

Chereloꝛe if is a very great folly foz thoſe that art 
leeble, to make any warre againſt the mightp. +. 

i the Wolfe and the Aſſe. | 

Nene ought to belene lightly the counſell of 

him whom he mindeth to hurt, as ye may (> 

by this fable. There was a Wolfe. which mette 

with an Alle, to whom he ſayd, Pybzother, Jan 

hungrp, 


of Elops Fables. I17 


f are | hungry, wherefoze muſt nerds eate ther. And ths 
Alle anſwered him right gently. Py Lozd, with 
me thou maiſt doe what thou wilt, foz if thou eateſt 

elfe / me, thou ſhalt put me out of great paine: but A pzay 

, ofa the ifthou wilt eate me, that thou vouchſafe toeate 

zoate, | me out ofthe high way: fo2 well thou knobweſt that 

pon a | Ibzing home raiins from the Nine, and the cozne . 

when from the fields, alſo thou knoweſt that J beare home 

wolfe | the wood from the Fozreſf, and when my Paſter 
birt, | will edifie ſome building, J mult goe fetch the ſtones 
oats | from the mountaine, and alſo I beate the cozne to the 

5 tha mill, and after I beare home the meale, and bꝛiefly Y 

ſaide bas bo2ne in acurſedhoure, foꝛ to all paine, and to 

3, 0% all labouc A am ſubiea: fozthe which J would not 

of the that thou ſhouldeſt eafe me here in the high wap, 

| will foz the great ſhame that might come thereof to me: 
 thall but J inſtantly require the, that thou wilt heare my 

p held tounſell, namelp, that we go into the ſoꝛreſt, and thou 

y one |} ſhalt bind me by the bꝛeſt as thy ſeruant, and I ſhall 

+ that bind ther by the necke as my maſter, and thou ſhalt 

goat | [eademe befoze the info the wood whereſoener thou 

-dthe wilt, to the end that there thou maieſt moze ſecretly 

nm, eate me. To this the wolle acco2ded, and ſaid, Jam 

ding, billing to doe fo. And when they were come into 
him. the fo2reſt , they bound each other in the manner as 

t a is afoꝛeſaid. And when they were bound, the Wolfe 

. ſaidto the Alſe , goe whither thou wilt, and goe be- 
foze to ſhew the way, and the Alle went befoze, and 

ell of led the wolfe into the right way of his matters houſe. 
ay la And when the wolle began to know the way, hee 
nette laid to the Ae: we goenot the right way. To the 

Jam | Which the Alle anſwered, Py Lo2d, ſaynot ſo, foz 


4 cer- 


\ 
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cerfainly this is the right way. But foz all that, the 
Wolfe would haue gone another way. Meuerthe⸗ 
leſſe, the Ale led him to the houſe of his Maſter, and 
as his maſter and all his men ſaw the Alle dꝛaw the 


Molle after him, and would haue entred into the 


houſe, they came ont with clubs and ſtaues and ſmote 
on the Wolfe, and as one of them would haue ſmit⸗ 
ten a great ſtroake vpon the Molſes head, hee bzake 
the coꝛd wherewith he was bound, and ſo he eſcaped 
and ran away from them ſoze hurt and beaten. And 
the aſſe fo2 great toy that ſhe was ſo eſcaped from the 
wolfe,began to ſing , and the wolle which was vp- 
on the mountaine, hearing the voice of the Alle, be- 
gan to (ay to himſelfe:thou majeſt be merry and glad, 
bat I ſhall kepe the well another time, that thou 
ſhalt not binde me as thou haſt done. And therefoze 
it is great folly to belene the connſell of him whom 
men would hurt, and fo put himſelfe in his ſubiect- 
on. Me that hath beene once beguiled, mult take herd 
another time, foz hee to whom men purpoſe fo doe 
ſome euill turne, when they haue him at aduantage, 
they muſt ker pe them on the ſurer ſide. 
| Ofthe Serpent and the Labourer, 
He authozofthis books rehearſeth ſuch another 
ſable, and ot ſuch meaning as the pzecedent, that 
is fo wit, that men ſhould not bel&ene him vnto 
whom they haue done enill, ſaping: that ſometime 
in harueſt time a Labourer went ts ſee his goods in 
the fields, the which met in his way a Serpent, and 
with a ſtaffe which he bare in his hand, ſmot the ſaid 
ſerpent, and gane him ſuch a ſtroake on the head, that 
he almoffflew him. Then the Serpent feeling — 
elle 
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ſelfe ſoꝛe hurt, Hee went from the man, and enfred 
into his hole, ę ſaid vnto the labourer, O euill friend 
thou haſt beaten me, but J warne tha, that thou ne- 
ner bel&ene him vnto whom thou haſt done any euil. 
Df which wo2ds the labourer made little account, 
and went fo2th on his wap. It Go2fly befell, that 
this Labourer went againe that wap foz fo eare his 
ground. To whom the Dexpent laid, O my friend, 
whither goeſt thou? and theLabourer ſaid vnto him, 
Igoe to eate and plow my ground. And he ſaid vnto 
him, ſowe not too much; foz this yere ſhall bi full ot 
raine,and great abundance of water ſhall fall. But 
the labourer ſaid, J belene not him to whom AJ haue 
ſometime done any euill, and without moe wo2ds 
the labourer went foꝛth on his way, and beleened not 
the lerpent, but made all his ground to be ſowed with 
as much cozne as he might. And the ſame peere fell 
great ſtoꝛe of water, wherefoze the ſaid labourerhad 
but little coꝛne, foꝛ the moſt part ofthe cozne that he 
had ſowne, periſhed becanſe of the great raine. And 
the next pre following, as the labourer paſſed by 
the hole of the fozeſaid Serpent, and went to ſow his 
ground, the Serpent demanded of him, y friend 
whither goeſt thou? The labourer anſwered, J 
goe to ſow my ground with cozne and other graine, 
ſuch as J hope ſhall bee neceſſary fo2 mee in time to 
tome. Then laid the Serpent, Py friend, ſowe bur 
little coꝛne, fo2 the ſummer next comming thall be ſo 
hote,that by d2ineſſe and heate, all the cozne ſolone in 
the earth ſhall periſh : but beleene not him to whom 
thou haſt done any euill. And without any moe ſpeech 
the labonrer went and thought of the Wr . 


3 
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ſerpent, and weening that the ſerpent had ſaid ſo to 
deceine him, he ſowed as much coꝛne and other grain 
as he might, and it hapned that the Summer next 
following was ſuch as is aboue ſaid, therefoze the 
man was beguiled, fo2 he gathered the ſame yere 
nothing. The next peere following, the ſai laboy- 
rer went againe foz to eare his ground:and as the ler- 
pent ſaw him come, hee demanded of the labourer 
in this manner: My friend, whither goeſt thou? 
Then anſwered the labourer, Jgoe to earemy land. 
Then ſaid the ſerpent, Py friend, ſow not too much, 
ne too little of coꝛne and other graine, ſow betweene 
both. Nenertheleſſe, beleeue not him vnto whoin 
thou haſt done euill: and J tell thee that this yere 
ſhall be moze temperate and fertile of all manner of 
co2ne that thou ſoweſt. The labourer had no ſoner 
heard theſe wozds , but fozthwith he went his way, 
and did as the ſerpent had ſaid, and that yeere he ga- 

theres much good, becauſe of the good diſpoſition of 
the time. And on a dap the ſame yeere, the Serpent 
met the ſame labourer comming from harueſt , vnto 
whomhee (aid, Now. ſay my friend, haſt thou not 
found this peere great plenty of good, as J fold thee 
befoze ? And the labonxex anſ(wereo, yea cerfainely, 

whereof I thanke the. And then the ſerpent deman / 

ded offhem remuneration, oꝛ reward. And the labou- 
rer demanded what he would haue, the ſerpent ſaid, 

I demand of theenothing , but only that to mozrow 

in the moꝛning thou ſend me adiſh full of milke by 

ſome of thy childꝛen. And then the ſerpent ſhewed 


the labourer the hole ol his dwelling , and ſaid vnto 


him, Tell thy ſonne that hee bzing the milke piper, 


but fake heve fo that the other, while A fold thee 
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that thou beleeueſt not him to whom thou haſt done 
euill. And anon after, when theſe things were ſapd, 
the labourer went homward, and In the moꝛning 


he tooke his ſonne a diſh full of milke, and he carryed 


it to the ſerpent, and ſet it befoze the hole; and the ſer- 
pent came out, and ſlew the child with his venome. 


And when the labourer came to the field, paſſing by 


the hole of the ſaid ſerpent, he found his ſonne lying 
dead vpon the ground. Then the labourer began to 
cry with a loud vopte, as one full of ſozrow oz hea⸗ 
nineſſe, ſaping: Ba curſed 4 euill ſerpent, benimous 
and falſe traytor, thou haſt deceived me. A wicked 
and deceitfull beaſt, full of contagious euill, thou haſh 
ſlaine my lonne. And the ſerpent ſaid vnto him, J 
will well that thou know that J haue not ſlaine him 
ſozrowfully, ne without cauſe, but fo2 to auenge me 
ofthe hurt that thou hatdone to me without cauſe, 
and haſt not amended it. Nemembꝛeſt thou not how 
oft J haue (aid vnto thee, that thou ſhouldeſt not be- 
leene him vnto whom thou haſt done euill? Remem- 
ber it now that J am auenged of thee. This Fable 
ſheweth. how men ought not to beleeue oz give any 
credit to them to whom they haue done ſome harme 
in time paſt. Foz old hatred is ſon tenued, and malice 
will not be ſatisfied without wozking euill. 


e Oſthe Fox, the Wolfe and the Lyon. 
He that hath beene endamaged by another, ought 
not to take vengeance by the tongue, in giuing 
iniurious woꝛds, becauſe ſuch vengeance is diſho⸗ 
neſt, as this pꝛeſent fable following ſheweth. — 
ime 
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fime there was a loxe that ate ſiſh in a riner. It hap. 
ned that the wolle came that way, and when he (aw | b. 
the fore which ate with ſo great appetite, he began 

to lap, mp bzother gine me ſome fiſh. And the ore 
anſwered him, Alas my Lozd, it behoueth not that 
ve eafethereliefe ol my table, but foz the wozHhip of 


pour perſon I ſhall connſell pon well. Doe ſo mach 


as get yor a baſket, and I ſhall teach you how yee 
(hall take fiſh, to the end that ye may alwates fake 
ſome when ye be hungry. And the Molle went into 
the ſtreet, and ſtole a baſkef,and bzought it with him, 
and the fore tooke the baſket, and bound if with a coz» 
at the wolles taile, and when if was well bound, the 


fore ſaid to the wolle, goe you into the river, & Jſhall 


take heed fo the baſket. And the wolfe did as the fore 
bade him, and as the wolle was going within the was 
ter, the fore by his malice filled the Baſket full of 
ffones, and when the baſkef was full, the fore ſaid 
to the wolle: Certainely my Lo2d, J map no moze 
lift, ne hold the baſket ſo full: fo2 it is full of fiſh: 
and the Molfe wening that the fore had ſaid truth, 
ſaid, J render thankes to the gods, that J once may 
ſee and learne the excellent art of fiſhing. And then 
the fore ſaid to him. Py Lo2d, abide you heere, and 


| Afhall fetch ſome to helpe vs foz to take thefiſhout of 


the baſket. And in ſaying theſs wozdes , the lors 
ranne into the ſtreete, where he found diners men, fo 
whom he laivein this manner: What dos you here: 
why ſtand ye idle? Ses vonder is the Wolfs which 
ate your ſheepe, your Lambes and your beaſts⸗ and 
now he taketh your fiſh ont of the riuer, and eateth 


it. And then all the men tame fogether, ſome with 
f ſlings, 


ſtings, and ſome with bowes, and other with ſtaues 
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to the riuer, where they found the wolle, whom they 
beat ontragiouſly. And when the posze wolle (aw 
himſelfe thus oppꝛeſſed and beaten with ſtroakes, he 


began with all his ſtrength and might to dzaw, and 


ſuppoſed to haue carryed away the fiſh, but ſo ſtrong⸗ 
ly hedzew, that he pulled his taile from his arſe, and 
very hardly ſcaped with his life. In the meane time 
it happened that the Lyon which was king oner all 
beaſts, was ſoze ficke, and the wolle thinking to bes 
quit with the fore, went foz to (& him as his Lo2d: 
And when he came there, he ſaluted the Lyon, ſay- 
ing vnts him thus: My King I ſalute you, pleaſeth 
it you to know that A haue gone round about the 
country and Pzouince, and in all places of it, foz to 
(#ke medicines pzofitable fo: you, fo2 to reconer 
your health, but nothing haue A found good foz your 
ficknefe. but onely the ſkinne of Reynard the fore, 
fierce, pzoude and malicious, which is to your body 
medicinall, but he dildaineth to come hither and ſes 
por, but ye may call him to counſell, and when he is 
come, let his ſkinne be taken from him, and then let 
him run whither he will; and that faire (kin which 
is ſo wholeſome, vee ſhall cauſeit to be bound vpon 
your body, and within few dapes after, it ſhall make 
you in as good health as euer you wers. And when 
he had ſaid theſe wozds, hee departed from the Lyon 
and tooke his leaue: but euer he ſuppoſed that the 
forehad heard him, and ſo hee did, foz hee was within 
atariar nigh vnto the plate, where he heard all the 
pꝛopoſition of the Wolfe, to the which he did p20- 


aide a remedy,and great pzeſeruation; Foz as * 
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as the UWolfe was departed from the Lyon, the For 
went into the fields ; and in the high way he found; 
great dunghill, within the which he put himſelle. 
And when he ſappoſed himſelfe to be defiled and dag 
ledenough , he came thas arrayed vnto the lodge df 
the Lyon, whom he ſaluted as his ſoueraigne Lon 
ſaying to him in this manner: Dir Ring, God gin 
you good health, and the Lyon anſwered, God ſay 
thee inp ſweet friend, come neere and kiſſe mee, am 
after J ſhall tell thee ſome (ecret , which J won 
not that euerꝑ one ſhould know. To whom the fore 
ſaid in this manner, ah ſir Ring be not diſpleaſed, fo; 
J am foule arrayed and all to dagled, by reaſon of the 


great way which J haue gone, ſeeking all about fo; 


ſome good medicine to belpe you, wherefoze it behoos 
ueth me not to be ſo neere your perſon, foz the ſttnks 
of the dung would grieue pour perſon , and moleſt 
the great ſickneſſe which vou haue? but deare Dir, if 
if pleaſe you , ere euer Jcome neere to your ropall 
maieſtp, I ſhall bathe and make mecleane, and then 
I chall come againe, and pꝛeſent my ſelfe befoze thy 
noble perſon : notwithſtanding all this, let it pleaſe 
thee to wit and know, that Jcome from all the coun. 
tries hereabout , and from all the realmes adiopning 
to this pꝛouince, foꝛ to ſee if J could finde ſome good 
medicine needfull fo2 thy ſickneſſe, and to recouer thy 
health: bat certainly Jcan finde no better counſell, 
then the counſell ol an ancient Gꝛeeke with a great 
long beard, a man of great wiſedome and experiente, 
who told me that in this pꝛouinte is a wolle withont 
a taile, the which hath loft his taile by vertae of the 
medicine that is in him, foz the which thing it is very 

need - 
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needfall and expedient, that ye make this Molle to 


tome befoze you, that by him you map reconer your 


fozmerhealth:; and when he is come, diſſemble and 
tall him ta counſell, and ſay that it ſhall be much foz 
his wo2lhip and p2ofit ; and as he ſhall beneere vnto 
you,calt vpon him your armed feete, and as ſwiftly 
as pe may, pull the (kinne fcom the body of him, and 
keepeit whole, ſaue onely pe ſhall leaue the head and 
feete, and then let him goe his wap to ſeke his fo2- 
tune: and fozthwith, when ye haue the ſkinne hotte 
and warme, ye ſhall bindit about your body, andere 
long time be paſſed , your health ſhall be reſtozed to 
you againe, and you ſhall be whole as you were be- 
foze- And then the For toke his leaue of the King, 
and departed thence againe vnto his tarrier. Boone 
after came the wolle to ſ& the Lyon, and incontinent 
the Lyon called the wolfe to counſell, and faſtened 
ſoftly his foote on him, and diſpoiled the Wolfe of 
allhisſkinne , ſane only his head and feet, and alter 
theLyon bound it all warme about his belly, and the 
wolle ran away ſkinles;wherefoze he hab not enough 
fodefend him from the flyes, which vered him very 
ſoꝛe, and fo2 the great diſtreſſe that he felt becauſe of 
the Flyes that ate his fieſh, ha was wod, and ran 
bnder a hill vpon the which the For was. And when 
the For ſaw him, hee began to laugh and mocke at 


the Molke, ſaping aloud, Mho art thou that paſſeſf --. 


there with ſuch a faire hood on thy head? and with 
right faire glones on thy hands, and ſhoves on thy 
fete > Stay, ſtap a while and harken' what A ſhall 
fay fo the. Uhen thou wenteſt and cameſt be- 


foze the Kings houſe , thou wert bleſſed of the _ 
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and when thou walſt at the Court, thou hadſt many 
good woꝛds, and good talking of all the wozld. And 
therefoze my golſip, be it euill o2 good, thou muſt let 
all paſſe, and haue patience in thine aduerſitie. This 
fable ſheweth vnto vs, that if any be hurt, oz enda- 
maged by ſome other, he malt not auenge himſelle 
by his tongue, fo: to make any treaſon, ne fo to 
ſay of them any harme oz blaſphemy,toz we ought to 
conſider, that whoſoener maketh the pit ready fo; 
his bzother , oft it hapneth , that he himſelte falleth 
in the ſame,and is beaten with the ſame rod he made 
foz another. | 
Ofthe Wolfe which let a fart. 


]Tis folly to thinke moꝛe then a wan ought to doe, 


foz whatſoeuer a foole thinketh , it ſeemeth to him 
that it ſhall beſo: As it appeareth by this fable, ofa 
UWolfe, which ſometime roſe early in the mozning, 
and after he was riſen from his couch, he retched him 
ſelfe and let a great fart, and began to ſay to himſelle, 
Thanked bee the gods fo2 theſe good tidings , this 
day I ſhall be foztunate and happy, as mine arſe ſin- 
geth tome. And then he departed fcom his lodging, 
and began fo walke abzoad. And as he went on his 
wap, be found a ſacłk full of Tallow which a woman 
had let fall, and with his foote he turned it vpſide 
downe, ſaying to himſelfe, J chall not eate thee, fo; 
thou ſhouldeſt hurt my tender ſtomake, J ſhall fare 
this dap moze delicious, and farre better J know it 
well,foz mine arſe did ſing ſo to me. And with thele 
wozds he went his way, and anon after he found a 
great piece of Bacon well ſalted, which hee turned 
vpſide downe, and when be had turned and * 
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it enough. he ſaid, J diſdaine to eate of this meate, 
becauſe it would make me dzinke too much, fo2 it is 
falt: and as mine arſe ſang to me lately, Iſhall cats 
This this day better and moze delicious meate: and then 
— he began to walke further,q as he entred into afairs 
mlelle © meddow,he ſawe a Mate and her foale with her, and 
laid to himſelfe. render thanks vnto the gods, foz 
the goodneſſe that they ſend me, foz well J wiſt, and 
was certaine,, that this day J ſhould find ſome pꝛe- 
tions meate. Then he came neere the Mare and ſaid 
to her, Cerfainely ſiſter I muſt eate thy child. And 
the Mare ſaid, Doe my bzother what ſhall pleaſs: 
the, but firſt I pzay thee doe me one pleaſure, 1 
haue often heard ſap,thaf thou art a good Surgeon, 
therefoze I deſtre thee that thou wilt helpe my foot, 
fo as A paſſed yeſterday though the ſbzreff, a thozn 
entred into my foot behind, which grieueth me very 
loze, A p2ay thee therefoze befoze thou eats my foale, 
to pull the ſame out of my foote:And the Molle ſaid, 
That ſhall Igladly doe, good Siſter, ſhew me thy 
foot : and as the Pare ſhewed the Wolfe her foote, 
che gane him ſuch a ffroake betwirt the eies, that he 
n his was aſtouied, and fell flat tothe ground, ai by this 
wa meanes was her foale ſaued ; and a long time after, 
PP 3 was the Molſe lying vpon the earth foz dead, and 
* 2 || whenhe was come againe to himſeile, and that he 
22 could ſpeake, he ſaid: I care not foz this miſhap, foz 
a ele weil A wot that yet this day I ſhall eate and be well 

ae | filed with delicious meat: in vttering theſe wsd 
0", de liter vp himlelfe; and ſo departed. And haning 
1 walked a ſpace, he found ( by chance) a couple of rams 
a | fohtingina A with their hoznes _ 
tat 
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each other. Then the Molle ſayd within himſelle: 
Bleſſed be God that now J ſhall be thꝛoughly (atiſf- 
ed. He then came neere the two Kammes and ſaid, 
Certainly, 4 ſhalleate one of pou. And one of them 
ſaid vnto him, y Loꝛd, do all that pleaſeth you,but 
firſt yon muſt giue vs a ſentence of a p2oceſſe of law 
which is betwixt vs: And the Molfe anſwered, That 
with right good will he would doe it: And alter ſaid 
vnto them, My Koꝛds, tell me pour caſes, that J may 
the better gine ſentence of pour difference and que · 
ffion. And then one of them began to ſay, Py Lo2d, 
Mhis meddow was belonging to our Father,and be- 
cauſe he died without making any oꝛdinante oz fe- 
fament,we be now in debate and ſtrife foz the par- 
ting ofit; wherefo:e we pzay the that thou wouldff 
make an accosd betwixt vs, ſo that peace may be on 
either ſide. And then the Wolfe demanded of tho 
Rammes, how their queſtion might be acco2ded ?. 
Right well, ſaid one of them by the way that J ſhall 
fell thes, if thou wilt heare me. Me will be at the 
two ends of the meddow, and thou ſhalt be in the 
midſt of it, and from the end of the meddow we both 
ſhall run toward vou, t he that ſhall firſt. come to you, 
ſhalbe Lo2d of this meddow,and the laſt ſhalbe thine. 
Mell, ſaid the Molfe, Thine aduice is good, and well 
pꝛopoſed: Let vs ſe now who ſhall come ſtrit to me. 
Then went the two Mams to the end of the med- 
do, e both at once began to run toward the Molle, 
and with all their might tame and gaue two ſuch ve⸗ 
hement ſtrokes, both at once againſt both his ſides, 
that almoſt they bꝛake his heart within his belly. and 
there fell downe the poꝛe Molle all — 
| ms 
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rams went their way. And when he was come a- 
gaine to himſelle. he tooke courage, and departed,ſay- 
ing thus vnto himſelle, Yet ſhall Jthis day eate ſome 
good dainty meafe. Ye had not long walkedbut he 
found a Dow and her ſmall pigges with her, and in- 
continent as ſoone as he ſaw her he ſaid : Thankes 
be fo the gods that I ſhall this day eate and fill my 
belly with goev meat, and ſhall haue good lucke: and 
in ſaying that, he appꝛoched to the Dow, and ſaid to 
her, v ſier,J muſt eate ſome of thy young pigges : 
and the Sow ſaid to yim, Py Lozd, J am content, 
eate what ſhall pleaſe yon, but ere you eate, J pꝛaꝝ 
that they may be baptized, and made cleane in 
pare and faire water: and the Wolfe ſaid, Shew 
ms the water, and J will waſh and baptize them wel: 
then the Dow led him fo a river where was a faire 
mill, and as the wolle was vpon a littie baidge ofthe 
ſaid mill, and that he would haue taken a pigge, ths. 
Sow thꝛuſt the Wolfe into the water with her head, 
and fo2 the (wiftneſſe of the water, he muſt needs 
aſſe vnder the wheele of the ſaid mill, bur God 
nowes whether the wings of the mill did beat him 
well oz not, pet as ſoone as he might, he ranne his 
way, and as he ran he ſaid to himſelfe, I care not fog 
ſo little ſhame, ſith A ſhall eate my belly full of deli- 
tious meate, as mine arſe did ſingearly to me. And 
as he paged though the ſtræte he ſaw ſome ſheepe, 
and as the ſherpe ſaw him, they entred info a ſfable, 
and when the Wolfe came there, he ſaid vnto them 
in this manner, God laue you my ſiſtets, A mult eate 
one ol von, to the end that my great hunger may bee 
fully — Then ſaid Rr vnto — 
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my L02d,you are welcome to Malle, lo; we be come 
hither to hold a great (olemnitie, and therefoze we - 
veſtcs you that pou pontifically would ſing, and after 
the Deruice compleate and finiſhed, do pour pleaſure 
with one of vs. The Wolfe fo; vaine-glozie, faining 
to be a P;clate,began fo ſing and howle aloud be- 
foze the ſheep ; and when the men ofthe towne heary 
the voice of the wolfe, they came into the table with 
great ſtaues, and ſo lapd vpon the Molle that he 
could hardly goe : neuertheleſſe, he eſcaped and went 
vnder a great free, bpon which tree food a man 
that hewed downe the boughes thereof. The wolle 
then began to ſigh ſoze, and to make great ſozrow. 
foz his enill hap, and ſaid: Ya Iupiter. Bois many 
guils haue J had and eſcaped? But A know it is 
long of my ſelfe and by mine owne meanes and p2oud 
thoughts; foz this day in the mozning J found a ſack 
fall of Tallow, which J diſdained, and anon after 
that a peece of bacon , which J would not eate foz 
feare of great thirſt, and becauſe of. fooliſh con- 
f teit: ſo that the euill that happeneth to me, is rightly 
f beſfowed. Py Father was neuer Phyſician, noz 
19.14 Leach, neither haue J euer ſtudied oz learned the 
NA. Science ot Phyſicke, therefoze if there hapned any 
e nill to me when J would haue dꝛawne the thozne 
10 but ol the Mares foote, it is well imploped. Alſo my 
** Father was neither patriarke no2 biſhop, noz ener 
11 knew any letter in the booke, and pet J pꝛeſumed & 
tooke vpon me fo doe ſacrifice, and to ſing befoze the 
| | gods faining my ſelfe a Pzelate ; but after my deſer- 
' ning J was well rewarded: alſo my Father was ne- 
nerLawper no2 Juſtice, and pet J would take vpon 
mes 
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me to be a great Juſtite. But J knew neuer neither 
A. nes . and therefoze the euill that is come to me 
is moſt right. O Iupiter, J am wozthy of a very 
great puniſhment foz my offences. Send thou now 
to me from thy high thꝛoane a ſwo2d, oz other wea- 
pon, wherewith J may ſtrongly puniſh and beat my 
ſeife by great penance, fo2 well woꝛthy J am to re- 
ceine a greater puniſhment. Pow the good man be- 
ing vpon the tr, and hearing all theſe woꝛds of the 
Woiſe,ſaidnothing. And when the Wolfehad made 
an end of his ſighings and complaints, the goods want 
tooke his are wherewith he had cnt away the dead 
bzanches of thetr&,andcaft it vpon the wolle, and it 
fell vpon his backe in ſuch manner, that the Wolfe 
turned vpſide downe with his fte vpward, in ſuch 
lot that he lay as it he had beene ſtarke dead. And al. 
ler her was reuined againe, he looked vp foward 
heauen, and began thus to cry out, Ba Jupiter, A 
nolv ſee well that thou haſt heard my pzayer.fAnd by 
eaneſtly looking vp, he eſpiedthe man which lat in 
the tree, and thinking him to be Iupiter, he pʒaſentiy 
fled foward the fozrelt as faſt as he could, being very 
ſoze hurt and wounded: euer alter he became moze 
mieke and humble, then befoze he was flerce 4 pꝛoud. 
By this fablo men may ſe, that many things fall out 
which a foole th inketh not on. And it ſheweth to vs. 
that when any little good hap falleth vnto vs, wee 
oughtnot to refuſe it in hope of better loꝛtune:it likes 
wiſe ſheweth, that none are to take vpon them to vo 
that which they haue no ſkillto doe. 
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44 Of the enuious Dogge. | 
NZ man ought to haue ennp at other mens good 
, AX foztune, as appeareth by this fable of an enut. 
ons dogge which went into a Cable of Dren, . be- 
cauſe that they ſhould not enter in foz to eate of the 
hay.And then the Dren ſaid vnto him, Thou art e. 
uill and peruerſe to haue enuy of other mens good, 
the which is to vs needfall e p;ofitable, fo: thy kind 
is not to eate hay. And thus he did ol a great bong 
which he held in his mouth. he would not leaue it, 
becauſe of the enuꝑ of another dogge being heard by. 
This fable therefoze teacheth vs, that it behooueth 
every one fo keepe humſelfe from the company ofan 
nutous perſon. 


Of the Wolfe and the hungry Dogge. 
ert be ſome that thinke to winne, which often 
dappen to leeſe, foꝛ it is commonly ſaid, that as 
— ſpẽdeth the niggaw as the liberall, as it appea- 
reth by this fable, ofa man which had a great flocke 
ol cheepe, and alſo he had a dogge fs2 to keepe them 
fromthe Molues. To this dogge he gaue no meats 
fo2 the great avarice that he had, and therefoze the 
Molle on a day came fo the Dogge, and demanded 
of him the reaſon why he was ſoleane, and ſaid vnto 
bim, J ſce well that thou art ready ta ſtarne thzough 
hunger. by reaſon d thy maſter gineth thee no meate 
by hio ſcqrcity, but if thon wilt beleeue mee, I thall 
giue thee good counſell. And the Dogge ſaid to him, 
Certainly Jlacke greatly good counſell-; Then the 
Molle ſaid to him, This ſhalt thou doe, Let me take 
a Lambe,and when I ſhall haue if, I ſhall runne a 
wap, 
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abap, and when thou ſeeſt me, make ſemblance fo 


run after me, and faine thy ſelfe that thon canſt not 
onertake me foz lacke and fault of meate, which ma- 
keth ther ſo feeble. And thus when the ſhepheard 
ſhall ſes that thou maieſt not run becanſe of thy great 
febleneſſe,and debilitie of body, he ſhall tell thy Loꝛd 
that thou mateſt not recouer the lambe becauſe thou 
art ſo leane hungry, and by this meane thou ſhalt 
haue thy belly fall of meate. The dogge then accoz- 
ded with the Wolfe,and each of them did as above 
ſaid. And when the Shepheard (aw the dogge kall, 
he ſuppoſed well that hunger was the cauſe of it, foz 
the which canſe when he came home he told his mas 
ſter. c when he vndexſood if, he (aid as a man wꝛoth 
foz ſhame, I will that from hencefoꝛth you gine him 
bzead enough, and then euerp day the ſame dogge 
had ſoppes of bꝛead and dy bzead enough, whereby 
he got ſtrength and vigour againe. Af hapned with- 
in a while after, that the Molfe came againe to the 
Dogge, and laid to him, J perceive well that J gane 
ther good counſell. And the dogge ſaid tothe Molke, 


y bꝛother thou ſaieſt truth, wherloze J thanke thee 


a 


much, fo2 of it J had great neede. And then the Mole 


ſaid to him, If thou wilt, J ſhall giue thee pet better 
tounſell. And the Dogge anſwered him ,TUith a vr- 
ry good will J ſhall heare it, and if it be good J ſha/l 
doe afterit. Then ſaid the Molfe to him, Give mer 
leaue to take another Lambe, and doe thou runne at- 
ker me fo2 fo haue it from me, and to bite me, and 4 
ſhall violently ouerthzow the with thy leete vp- 
ward, as he that hath no puiſſance and ſtrength, and 
pet — all 5 J will not w_ — 
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beltens mi hardly, and good ſhall hap fo thee. Any 
when thy maſters ſeruants ſhall haue ſene thy dilt- 
gence, they ſhall ſhew thy maſter, how that thou 
thalt k&pe full well his fold, if thou be well nouri- 
ſhed. And then the dogge anſwered the wolfe, that 
he was content. And as it was ſaid, right ſo it was 
done, and both of them made good diligence : the 
wolſe ranne away with the Lambe, and the dog ran 
after and ouer-fooke him, and bit him faintly,and the 
Wolke over-thzew the Dogge vpſtde downe to the 
ground. And when the Shepheard (ſaw the wolle 
gine (ach ſtrokes vpon the Dogge, the Shepheard 
ſaid, Cerfainely we haue a good dogge, we muſt tell 
his diligence to our maſter, and how he bit the wolfe, 
and how he was ouerthzowne, and pet ſaid certain- 
ly, ifhe had euer meate enough, the Wolfe had not 
bozne away the Lambe. Then the Lo comman- 
ved fo giue him plenty of meate,whereof the dogge 
fooke againe all his ſtrength : And within a while 
after, the Melle tame againe fo the Dogge, and 
faid vnto him in this manner, Py brother, haue J 
not ginen to thee good tounſell? And the dog ſaid, 
Certainly thou haſt, fo2 which J thanke thee. Then 
tue Molle ſaid to the Dog, A p2ay thee mp b2other, 
that thou wilt pet giue me another Lambe. And the 


dag ſaid to him, Certainly my bꝛother it may ſuffice 


thee to haut had two of them. Then ſaid: the wolfe, 
At the leaſt thou maieff let me haue one foz my labour 
and ſalary. That ſhalt thou not, ſaid the Dogge. 
haſt thou not had good ſalatie fo2 to haue had two 
Lambes ol my Maſters ? And the wolle anſwered 
to him againe, Py bꝛother, gine it mee il it — 
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ther. And the dogge ſaid,Nay A willnof, and if thou 
takeſt it again my will, I pꝛomiſe thee, that neuer 
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afterthis time thou ſhalt eate any moze. And ths 
Wolfe ſaid, Alas my bzother, A dye ſoz hunger, tell 
mee foz Gods lone what ſhall J doe. Then the dogge 


ſaid to hun 4 ſhall counſell thee well; a wall of my 


maſters celler is fallen downe, goe thou thither this 
night and enter into it, there thou maieſt both eate 
and d2inke at thy pleaſure, fo2 both bzead, fleſh and 
wins ſhalt thou finde there in great plenty. Then 
the wolle ſaid to the dogge, Alas my b2other, beware 
IApꝛap the that thou accuſe me not, ne deceive me. 
And the dogge anſwered, J warrant thee, but looks 
thou dee thy feate ſo pꝛiuily that none of my fellows 
knaw of it. And the wolle came at night and entred 
into the celler, and ate and danke, at his pleaſure, 
inſomuch that he wared dzunke, and when he was 
dzunke, he ſatd to humſelfe, Mhen the villaines be 
filled with meates,and that they be dꝛunke, they fing, 
and wherefoze ſhould not I ſing And anon he be- 
gan to cry and howle. Then the dogges heard his 
boyce and began to barke g howle, and the ſeruants 
which heard them, ſaid, It is ſurely the Wolfe which 
is entred within the celler. and they all together went 
thither and killed the Wolfe. TWherefo:ze, moze diy 
ſpendeth the niggard then the bountifull, foz coue- 
fouſnefſe was neuer good; fp3 many there be which 
dare not eate and dzinke as nature requireth, but ne- 
nettheleſſe,euery oneonght to line pzudently, of all 
ſuch goods as pleaſeth God to ſend them. This ta- 
ble cheweth alſo to vs, that none ought to do againſt 
his kind, as the Wolfe, which waxed dzunke, = 15 
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which cauſe ho was ſlaine. 
Of the Father and his three children. 
H E is not wiſe which loz to haue vanitie and his 
pleaſare, maketh debate and ſktife: As it ap- 
peares by this fable. There was a man which had 
the childꝛen, and at the hours of death he be. 


- queathed and gane them his heritage, that is to wit, 


a Pearefr&,a Goate, and a Pill. And when the la. 
ther was dead, the bzethzen aſſembled themſelaeg 
together, and went befoze the Judge, fo; to part the 
liuelihood, and ſaid fo the Judge, My Lozd, Our Fa- 
ther is dead and hath bequeathed to vs thzee Bꝛe. 
thꝛen all his heritage, and one ſhould haue as much 
of it as the other. And then the Judge demanded 
what was their livelihood : And they anſwered? A 
Pearetre, a Goate, and a Mill. And then the Judge 
ſaid to them. That he that ſhould ſit and deuide equal 
your parts, ſoꝛ the one to haue as much of it as ano- 
ther, ſhould haus a ver hard matter to doe, but by 
your 6wne aduice how would you haue if? And then 
the eldeſt of the thz& bzethzen ſpake and ſaid, J ſhall 
take from the Pearetre all that is crooked and right, 
And the ſecond ſaid, I ſhall take from the Pearetra 
all that is greene and dzy. And the third ſaid, J ſhall 
haue all the roofe, the pill oz maſt, and all the bzan- 
ches of the Pearetre. And the Judge ſaid to them, 
He that then ſhall haue the moſt part ol it, let him be 
Judge, foz neither J no2 any elſe can vnderſtand 0} 
know who ſhall thereby haue the moſt o2 leaſt part 
ok it. and therefoze he that can pꝛooue openly,that he 
hath the moſt part, ſhall be Lo2d of the whole fre. 


Then the Judge demanded of them, how their — 
8 | ther 


; of Eſops Fables. 127 
ther had demiſed to them the Goate? and they ſaid 
to him, Be that ſhall make faireſt pꝛaper and requeit᷑ 
muſt haue the Goat. And then the firſt bꝛother made 
his requeſt and ſaid, would God that the Goate were 
now ſs great that he might dꝛink all the water which 
is vnder the cope of heauen, and when he had dzunke 
it he ſhould be yet moze thirſtie. The ſecond ſaid, A 
ſuppoſe that the Goate ſhall be mine, foz a fairer de⸗ 
mand and requeft then thine: is J ſhall now make: 
I would that all the Wempe and Flare, and all the 
wroll in the woꝛld were made into one th:ed alone, 
and that the goate were ſo great, that with the ſame 
thzed men might not binde one of his legges. Then 
ſatd the third, The Goafe ſhall ſarely bee mine,fo2 1 
would that he were ſo great, that.if an Tagle were 
at the vppermoſt part of heanen, he might occupie 
and haue there as much place, as the Eagle might 
, looke on in height. length and bzeadth: And then the 
Audge ſaid, Which ol you thꝛte haue made the faireſt 
pꝛaper, Certainty neither J noz any other can giue 
the iudgement, and therefoze the Goate ſhall b& fo 
him that of it ſhall ſay the truth. And the Pill, how 
was if aduiſed by your Father fo be parted among 
you thꝛee? They anſwered the Judge, Ye that ſhall 
be the moſt lyar, moſt euill, and. moſt low, ought to 
haue it. Then ſaid the eldeſt ſonne: Jam moſt foths 
full, foꝛ many yeeres paſt J haue dwelled in a great 
bouſe, and lap bnder the conduits ol the ſame, where 
ſell vpon me all the fonle waters: as piſſe, diſh-wa- 
ter, and other filth, that moſt wonderfally ſtanke, 

inſomuch that all my fleſh was rotten thereof, and 


mine eyes blind, and the durt dnder my bucke was 
a foote 
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a foot high. and pet by Cloth A had rather abide there 
then to riſe vp. The ſecond (aid, Suppoſe that the 
Mill all be mine, fo2if I came to a table conered 
with all manner of delicate meates whereof. J might 
tate il I would take ofthe belt, J am ſoflothfull that 
I map not eate, without one ſhould put the meate in 
my mouth. The third ſaid, The Pill hall be ming, 
fo: Jain pet a greater lpar, and mozelothfull then 
any of you both fo if J had thirf vnto the death, and 
if A found then my ſelfe within a faire water vp te 
the necke,J would rather die then mooue my lelfe to 
dainke one dꝛop thereof. Then ſaid the Judge, Ye 
wot not what pd ſay, foz neither J. noz any. other 
may well vnderſtand pou- but the cauſe I remit a- © wood: 
mongyou. And thus they went withoat any ſen- when 
tencs, foz to a faoliſh demand, belongeth a fooliſh || godfa' 
anſwer; and therefoze they be fooles that will pleads mom 
in ſach ſozt one againft another, foz to a ſmallmate de hat 
ter,belongeth a ſmall plea. great 
Ofthe Wolfe and the Foxe. 

One may be maſter, except firſt he haue beens 

a diſciple. As it appeareth by this fable of a fox 
which came to a wolle. and ſaid fo him, Py Lo2d, 1 
pꝛap pe that pe will be my goſſip. And the wolfe an- 
ſwered, Jam content. And the fox fooke him his ſonne 
pzaving him that he ſhould learne his ſonne good do- 
arine, the which the wolle tooke, and went with him 
vpon a mountaine, and ſatd fo the little Fore, when 
the beaſts come to the flold, call me. And the Foxs 
went and ſaw from the top ofa high hill how all the 
beaffes were comming to the field, wherefo2e hes 
called his Godfather and laid, Py — 2 

ea 
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bealts come into the field. And the Molle danaun- 
ded of him what beaſts they were. The Fore anſws- 
red, Thore be both kine andſwine together. Mell 
ſaid the Wolfe, A care not foz them, let them goe, foz 
the Dogs be with them. $oons after,the Foxe looked 
onthe other ſide, and perceined a Pars which went 
tothe fields, and he went to his Godfather and (aid, 
Godfather, a Pare is gone fo the fields. And the 
Wolfe demanded of him, whereabont is ſhee? and 
the For anſwered. ſhe is by the fozreſt:and he Molle 
laid, now go we fo dinner: and the Wolfe with his 
godſon went info the Fozreſt, and came to the Pare 
and perteiued apoung Colt by her. Then the Molſe 
tooke the Colt by the necke, and dzow him into the 
wood,and denonred him befweene them both : and 
when they had well eaten, the godfonne ſaid to the 
godfather, Py Godfather, A commend von ko Ged, 
ind much IJ thanke pon oz pyonr good doctrine, foz 
ye haue taught me well, infomnch thatnow J am a 
great clark, and now J willgoe to my mother. Then 
the Wolfe ſaid to his godſonne,Py godſonne, it thon 
goelt away, thou ſhalt repent the, foz thou half not 
ret kill ſtudied, neither knoweft thou ver thy ſpllo⸗ 
giſimes. a my good godfat her, ſaid the Foxe, Jknow 
well all. Then the Wolfe ſaid fo him, Sith thou wilt 
ads goe, to God J commend thee. And when the 
Fix was tome to his mother,the ſais to him, ſurety 
thou halt not udied enough, and then he ſaid to his 
mother, A am ſo great a Clarke, that Jean caſt hs 
fors [{divell from the clift. Come let vs goe chaſe, and y# 
the ball ſe whether A can doe ought oz nought. And 
= the young Fox would haue done as his e — 

8 Wo 


ſa the Kine and the S wine goe to the fields, the 


'dinner:and heentred into the wood, and after wonld 
' fooke the Pare by the necke, but the Pare tqoke 


+ begreatClarkes,that can doe nothingclarkly. 
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Wolfe did, & ſaid fo his mother, Make a good watch, 
and when the beaſts ſhall come to the field ; let mee 
haue knowledge thereof. And his mother ſaid, well 
fo ſhall J doe. She made good watch, and when ſhee 


ſaid vnto him, y ſonne, the Kine and wine goe 
together into the fields; and he anſwered : My mo⸗ 
ther,fo2 them A care not, let them goe, foz the Dogs 
kepe them well: and within a ſhozt while after, the 
mother ſaw the {Pare come next vnto the wod, and 
ſaid vnto her ſonne, y lonne, the Pare is neere 
vnto the wood: and he anſwered, Pp mother, thels 
be good tidings, abide pe here, foz Jgoe to fetch our 


doe as his godfather had done befoze, and went and 


him with her teeth and bare him fo the Shepheard, 
and the mother cryed from the toppe of the hill, p; 
fonne, let goe the mare and come hither againe, but 
he might not, fo the Mare held him faſt with he 
teeth and as the Shepheard came fo2 to Kill him, 
tho mother cryed, and ſaid weeping: Alas my ſonne, 
thou didſt not learne well, and haſt bene too little a 
while at Schoole. wherefoze fo2 thy fooliſh pꝛeſump⸗ 
tion, thou malt now dye miſerably ; and the Shep- 
heard tooke and ſlew him. Ulhich fable ſheweth, 
that none ought to make himſelfe learned, except he 
haue firſt well ſfudied,foz ſome thinke themſelues to 
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Oſa man, the old Lion, and . 
his 


E that refuſeth the god doctrine of his Father, 

if euill happe come vnto him it is both right and 
reaſon, as this Fable rehearſeth vnto vs: Df a La⸗ 
bonrer which ſometime liued in a Deſart by his cul⸗ 
turing labour. In this Deſart alſo liued a Lion that 
waſted and deffroped all the Sede that euerp day 
the ſaid labourer had ſowed: and alſo this Lion de⸗ 
ſtroped and ſpoiled his tres. And becauſe he did to 
him ſo great harme, he made a hedge, to the which he 
ſet cozde and nettes to take the Lion. And on a ter- 
taine time, the Lion came to eate cozne, and entred 
vithin a nette, and was taken; and then the labou- 
rer came thither, and beat him ſo wonderfully, that 
ſcarcely he could eſcape away with life. And becauſe 
that the Lion ſaw that he might not eſcape the ſab- 
tilty of the man, he tooke his young Lion and went 
and dwelt in another Region. And within a while 
after, when the young Lion was growne, and was 
fierce, and ſtrong, he demanded of his Father, and 
laid; By Father, be we of this Region? Nay, ſapd 
the Father,fo2 we be fled away fromour Land. And 
the poung Lion demaunded of him whercf22e? and 
the Father anſwered him, foz the great ſubtilty and 
crafty denices of the Pan. And the young Lion ve⸗ 
manded of him, what man it was? And his Father 
anſwered and (ayd vnto him: he is nothing ſo great, 
no2 ſo ſtrong as we be, but he is farre moze ſubtile 


tingenions than we be, making ſnares to take _ 
nd 
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And the lonne anſwered to the Father, J ſhall got 
auenge me on him. And the great N ion ſaid to him, 
Goe not, foz if thou goeſt thither, thou ſhalt repent 
the thereot, and ſhalt doe like a Fole. And the ſonne 
anſwered the Father, By mine head I ſhall goe thi: 
ther, and (@ what he can doe. And as he went to 
find the man, he met an Dre within a meddaw, and 
an hoꝛſe whoſe backe was al flaine andſoze.te whom 
be ſaid in this manner, Who is he that hath leb von 
hither, and that ſo hath hurt yon? And they ſaid to 
him, It is the man. And he laid to them, Certainly 
this is a marucilous thing, J pzay you that ye will 
let ie ſ& him. Then they departed and ſhewed him 
the Labourer as he cared the earth, and the Kyon 
without vttering any woꝛds paſſed foward the man, 
to whom he ſpake in this maner: Ha man, thou hall 
done ouer many euils both to me and to my father, 
and likewiſe to our beaſts : Therefoze I fell thee, 
that to me thou muſt doe right. And the man ſaid, 7 
avunſe the to take hede,foz and if thou commeſt tos 
neare me, J ſhall kill thee with this great club, and 
after with this knife J ſhall flea thes. And the Lion 
ſaiv,Come befoꝛe my Father, and he as king ſhall de 
fo vs good tuſtice. And the man ſaid, J am content, 
ik thou wilt ſweare to me, that thon wilt not touch 
nie, vntill we be in pzeſence of thy Father, and allo 
Ichall ſwrare vnts ther, that I ſhall goe with tha 
into the pꝛeſence of thy father. Thus the Lyon 
and the men beganne fo goe together by the way 
Where his cozds and nefs had biene ſet : and as they 
, theLyon tell into a coꝛd, and by the fats 
was taken, ſo that he could go no further; _ — 


—_ 
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ſaid fo the man, © J pꝛax ther that thou wilt heipe 
me, foz Imap not goe. Ans the man aniwered to 
him, J may not, fo; Jhaue (wozne vnto the that 4 
will not touch the vatill we come befoze thy father. 
And as the Lyon ſuppoſcd to haue vnbound him- 
lelle ſo2 to ſcape, he fell into another ſnate. And then 
he began fo cry after the man, ſaping, O good man, 
Ipzay the vnbind me. But the man began to ſtrike 
him vpon the head: and when the Lyon ſaw that her 
might not eſcape, he ſaid to the man, J pꝛay thee 
that thou ſmite me no moze vpon the head, but vpon 
the eares, becauſe J would not heare the counſell of 
my father. And the man began to ſmite him at the 
heart and flew him. Therefoze we (&, that vnto diſ- 
obedient childzen,many times mil-foztune belſalleth. 
* 


Of the Knight and his ſeruant which 
. found the Foxe. 

Any there be that foz their great leafing ſup⸗ 
Apoſe to put vnder all the TWozld, but euer at 
the laſt their leaſings be knowne, as appeareth 
by this fable, of a knight which went with an 
Archer ol his thzough the land, and as they rode they 
lound a Fox, and the Unight ſaid to the Archer, In 
good ſooth I ſ& a great Fox. And the Archer laid, y 
Lozd, maruell you thereat « J haue bane in the res 
gion whereas the Fores be as great as Oren. And 
the Knight (aid, Jn good ſooth their ſkins were good 
to make mantles with if ſkinners might haue them. 
And as thep were riding they fell into many woꝛds 
and deuices, and becauſe the Knight perceiued well 
theleaſing of the Archer, hee began to make * 
B 9 
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fo the gods foz ts make his Archer afraid, and ſaid 
in this manner, O Iupiter thou great god, J pzay 
the that this day thou wilt keepe vs from leaſing, 
ſo that we may paſſe ſafe this great riner which is 
here befo2e vs, and that we may ſafelycome to our 
houſe. And when the archer heard the pꝛaper of his 
Lozd,he was greatly abaſhed, and demanded of his 
Lozd, wherefoze he p2ayed ſo denovtly. And the 
Knight anſwered, Motteſt thou not well that thou 
mult ſoone paſſe a great riuer, & that he who all this 
day ſhall haue inade one leaſing,if he enter in, he ſhall 
neuer come out againe? Df which wo2ds the archer 
was very dꝛeadlull. And when they had ridden a lit 
tle wap, they found a little riuer. Wherefo2e the ars 
cher demanded of his Lozd, Js this the flood which 
we muſt paſſe Noſaidthe night, it is greater. 
my Lozd, J ſay ſo, becauſe that the Foxe which you 
ſaw, might well haue (wimmed oner this little wa. 
fer. And the Loꝛd ſaid, care not therefoze. And af- 
der they had ridden a little further, they found ano. 
ther little riuer, and the archer demanded of him. Js 
this the flood that ye ſpake of? ap ſaid he, fo2 it is 
greater x bzoaver .And the archer ſaid againe fo him: 
$PyLozd, A ſay ſo, becauſe the Fore of the which ! 
ſpake fo day,was no greater then a Calfe: and then 
theKnight hearing the dilllmulation of the archer, 
anſwered not: and ſo they rode fozth along, til they 
found pet another river. And then the archer deman- 
Bed of his Lo2d is that the ſame?Nay ſaid the knight, 
but ſoone we ſhall come thereto. O my Lozd, quoth 
he, A aſke, becauſe that the fore whereof I ſpake to 
you this day, was no greater then a ſheepe;and = 
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ther had ridden fill euening, they found a Riner of 
great bzeadth,and when the Archer ſaw it, he began 
to ſhake fo feare, and demanded of his Lozd, Pp 
Lo2dis this the Kiuer? Yea laid the Knight, O 


my Lo2d,(aid he, J aſſure you on my faith, that the 


fox ofthe which I ſpake to day, was no greater then 
the fore which we ſaw to day, wheretoze A confeſſe 
to you my ſinne. And then the Knight beganne to 
ſmile,and ſaid to his archer in this manner:this riger 
alſo is no woꝛle then the rivers which we ſaw befoze 
and haue paſſed thꝛough. Then the archer was aſhas 
med, becauſe he might no moze couer his leaſing. 
Wherefoze it is good euer to ſay the truth, and to 
pꝛactiſs honeſt dealing both in wozd and dend, fo; the 
falſe ſp&ches of alyar pꝛocure his owne ſhame and 
contempt among men. ; 
Of the Eagle and the Rauen. 
One ought to take vpon him foz to doe a thing 
which is perilous, except to know himſelfe to 
be able to doe it, as appeareth by this fable. An Ca⸗ 
gle by flying tooke a Lambe, whereof the Nauen had 
great enup, and ſaid to himſelfe, Wherfoze ſhould not 
Jtakea Lambe as well as the Cagle? And ſhoztly 
after, as the Rauen ſaw a great flocke of ſhepe paſſe 
along by him, he deſcended very pꝛoudly and outra- 
gioufly on them, and in ſuch manner (mot a weather 
that the clawes abode in the fleſh, by reaſon whereof 
hecould not flye away. Then the Shepbeard came 
and bzake his wings, and tooke him, and aflor bare 
him to his childzen to play withall, and they deman- 
ded of him what bird he was. And the Nauen anſwe- 
red to them, Jſuppoſed fo haue bene an Cagle, 
0 B 3 and 
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and by my ouer-wening, Jthought fo haue fakey 
a Lambe as the Eagle did. But now J know well 
that Jam a Raven. TUherefoze the fzeble ought not 
to compare with the ſtrong, foz ſometime when he 
ſuppoſeth to doe meꝛe then he map, he falleth there. 
by into great diſhonog, as appeateth by this pꝛeſent 
fable of the Nauen, which ſuppoſed hiwlelle to be as 
ſtrong as the Eagle. 
Otthe Eagle and the Weſill. 

O man what might ſoener he hath, ought fo 

diſpꝛaiſe another, as appeareth by this pꝛeſent 
fable, of an Cagle which chaſed ſometime after an 
Hare, and becauſe that the Bare might not reſiſt a- 
gainſt the Eagle, he demanded apd and helpe of the 
Weill, which tooke her into her keeping: and becauſe 
the Cagle ſaw the Weſill ſo little, he diſpzayſed her, 
and by foꝛce tooke away the Hare. whereat the Me⸗ 
fill was wzoth, and went and beheld the neſt ofthe 
Eagle which was vpon an high tree, and ſ&ing it, 
cligmed vp into the tre and caſt downe the pons Ta- 
gles, whereof they dyed. And fo2 this cau the Ca- 
gle was angry, and went with Tupiter, pꝛaping him 
that he would find him a ſure place where he might 
lay his egges and his little chickins, and Ivpiter did 
grant it. and withall gaue him ſuch a gift, that when 
the time of childing ſhould come, he ſhould make 
her pong ones within his boſome. Mhen the Me- 
fill knew this, ſhe gathered together a great quanti- 
ty of oꝛdure oꝛ filth; and thereof made a high hill, fo; 
to let her ſelfe fall from the top of it ints the boſome 
of Jupiter, and when Iupiter felt the ſtinke, he be⸗ 


ganne to ſhake his boſome, and both the Meſil and 
| the 
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egges of the Eagle fell downe fo the ground, and 
thus were all the egges bzoken and loſt: And when 
the Eagle knew it, he made a vow that ſhi would 
neuer make any Eagle, vntill the were thereof aſſy- 
red. And therefoze none, how mighty and ſtrong ſoe- 
ner he be, ought to diſpꝛaiſe another, foꝛ there is none 
ſo imple, but that he may auenge himſelfe either one 
way oz other. * 
Ofthe Foxe and the Goate. 
E which is wiſe, onght to conſider the end be⸗ 
1 foze he begin any wozke, as appcareth by this 
fable of a Fox and a Goat which ſometime de+ 
ſtended into a deepe Mell fo2 todzinke, # when they 
had dzunke, becauſe they could not come vp againe, 
the Fox ſaiv fo the Goate, My friend, if thou wilt 
helpe me, we ſhall be ſoone both out ofthis Mell: foz 
it thou wilt ſet thy two feete againſt the wall, J ſhall 
well leape vpon thee, and then J ſhall leape out cf 
the well; and when J ſhall be ont: of it, thou ſhalt 
take me by the hand, and J ſhall dꝛaw thee out of the 
well. And vnto this thing the Goate acco2ded, and 
ſaid J will. And then the Goate lift vp his feete a- 


 gainfithe wall, and the for did ſo much as by his ſub- 


tilty that he got ont of the well, and when hee was 
out, he began to looke downe vpon the Goate which 
was within the well. And the Goate ſaid vnto him, 
Helpe me now as thou haſt pzomiſed. But the Fore 
beganne to laugh at him, ſaying: O maſter Goate, 
if thon hadſt biene wiſe, accozding to the grauity of 
thy faire beard, thou wouldeſt ere euer thou haddeſt 


entred into this well, haue taken h&d how thon 


Houldeſt come fozth of it againe. Wherefoze he — 
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will wiſely gonerne himſelfe, ought euer to fake 
perde to the end of the wozke, 
Of the Cat and the Chickin. 
E that is falſe by nature, and hath begunne to 
deceive others, will vſe his craft ſtill; as it ap- 
peareth by this pꝛeſent fable. A Cat there was that 
ſometime fooke a Chickin, the which he began very 
greatly to blame, onely that he might picke a quar- 
rell and eate him, ſaping bafo him after this mane: : 
Come hither, little Chitkin.thou dooſt no good but 
cry all the nightz and kepeſt me thereby from lee- 
ping. And the Chickin anſwered, J doe it foz thy 
great pꝛoſit. Then the Cat ſaid to him, Yet which is 
woꝛſe. thou art an inteſtuous leacher,fo2 thou know - 
eff naturaliy both the mother and the daughter: and 
the Chicken ſaid, J doe it that my waſter may haue 
egges foz his eating, and my maſter fo2 his p2ofit, 
gave tome both mother and daughter fo2 to multi⸗ 
ply the egges. Then the Cat ſaid to him, By my faith 
goſſip thou haſt excuſes enow, but neuertheleſſe 
thou ſhalt paſſe thzough my th2oate, fo2 J purpoſe 
not to _— day foꝛ all thy woꝛds. Thus it is of 
him which is accuſtomed to liue by ranine,foz he 
cannot abſtaine from it, foz all the excules that may 
be mad. 
— Of the Fox and the Buſh. 
MA En ought not to agke helpe of them that bee 
moꝛe accuſtomed fo dee euill then good, as it 


| appeareth by this Fable. There was a Fore which 


foz to eſcape the perill to be taken, fread vpon a 
thoꝛne which did hart him ſoꝛe, wherefoze weeping 


be ſayd to the buſh, J am teme fo the as my 
refuge, 
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fake | refuge, and thou haſt hurt mer: And the buth laid to 

him, Thou haſt erred and beguiled thy ſelfe, koz thon 

| ſuppoſedſt to haue taken me as thou doeſt hens and 

e to | chickins. And therefoze men ought not to helpe them 

t ap- which be accuſtomed to doe eull, but ought rather fo 
that hinder them. 


very Ofthe Man and his Idoll. 
ar- F theeuill man ſometime commeth p2ofit to 
ner: ſome other, though it be contrary to his will, 


but as appeareth by this fable: of a man which had in 
lee ⸗ bis bouſe an Jdoll, which he oftentimes adozed as 
thy his God, and the moze he pꝛaped to him, the moꝛe 
ch is he failed and became poze, wherefoze the man was 
ow. angry at his Jdol,and tooke it by the legs, and ſmote 
and the hear ol it ſo ſtrongly againſt the wal, that it bꝛake 
have All to pieces, out of which Idoll iſſued a great trea- 
,ofit, ſure, wheteof the man was glad and ioyfull. And the 
mlti⸗ man ſaid fo the Jdoll, Now know J well that thou 
faith | it wicked, enill and peruerſe, foz when J wozſhip- 
-leffe pes thee thou didſt nought fo2 me. Mherefoze when 
poſe |} cvillmendoe good. it is againſt their will. 
is of Of a Fiſher. 
2 O Nee a Fiſher piped foz to make the fiſh dance: 
and when he ſaw that foz no ſong he could pipe 
they wonld dance, he wared angry, and caſt his 
nets into the water, and tooke great ffoze of fiſh; and 
t bee | Whenhehaddzawn his nets to land, the fiſh began to 
1s it leape and dance, and then he ſaid vnto them: Cer⸗ 
phich tainly it appeareth now well that ye be very euill 
on a beaſts, foʒ now when ve be taken, ye leape and dance,. 
ping and befoꝛs when J piped on my Bagpipe, J could 
my not get von to dance. Therefoze it appeareth well 
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tvat tyofe things which be done in ſeaſon, be well 
done, and by good adnice. 
ö Ot the Cat and the Rat. 

He man that is wiſe and hath once bene begul⸗ 

led, will no moze truſt him that hath begui⸗ 
jed him, as rehearſcth this fable, of a Cat that went 
into aheuſe bihere many rats were, which he did eate 
one aitet auucher. And when the Rats perceined the 
fiercencſe and crucicp of the Cat, they held a coun- 
ſell togethec,wi:ereas they determined with one con- 
ſent that they ſhould no moꝛe come vpon the lower 
ground. UWWherefoze one of them molt ancient, laid 
to all the other, Þybzethzen, pee know" againf 
whom we may not reſiſt, therefoze we maſt needs 


hold our ſclues vpon the vpper balkes,to the end out 
enemy map not take vs: of the which wozds the o⸗ 


ther Rats were wel content, and agreed to his coun- 
ſell. And when the Cat knew the counſell of the 
Rats, he hung himſelfe by his two feete behind, dpon 
a pin ofy2on which did kick in a balke, faining him. 
ſelfe to be dead. Then one of the Kats looking down- 
ward,and ſæing the Cat ſo hanging, began to laugh, 
and ſaid to the Cat, O my friend, il J knew that thon 
wert dead, J would come downe, but J know the 
fobefalſe, and doeſt but hang lo counterfeiting thy 
ſelfe to be dead, therekoꝛe J will not goe downe. By 
which we learne, not to truſt him the ſecond time, 
which hath deceiued vs once. 
Of the labourer and the Pielarge. ; 
He which is taken with the wicked and enill, 
ought to ſaffer like paine and puniſhment. As 
it appeareth by this Fable: Of a Labourer which 
| ome- 
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ſometime dꝛeſſed and ſet gins fo2 to take the Geeſe, 
and alſo the Cranes which did eate his Co2ne. If 
hapned that once in a moz2ning he tooke a great ma⸗ 
ny of Geeſe 4 Cranes, anda Pielarge among them, 
which earneſtly pꝛaped the Labourer to let him goe, 
ſaying that he came not thither to doe any harme. 
At theſe wozds the Labourer began to laugh, and 
ſaid to the Pielarge, Af thou hadſt not beene in their 
fellowſhip, thou hadſt not entred into my nette, noz 
beene taken, but becauſe thou art found and taken 
with them, thou ſhalt be puniſhed as they be. UWhere- 
foze none ought to keepe company with ſuch as doe 
euill,vnleſſe he be willing to be puniſhed as they be 
foz thei bad conditions. 

Of the child which kept the ſheepe. 

T De man which is accuſtomed to make leaſings, 
ſhall not bee beleeued when he felleth the truth, 
as reheatſc th this pꝛeſent Fable, of a child which 

ſometime kept ſhcepe, the which cryed oft without 
cauſe, ſaying, Alas foz Gods loue ſuccour mee, foz 
the Wolfe will cate my ſheepe. And when the La- 
bourers that cultured g eared the earth thereabouts 
heard his cry,they came fo him, and did ſo very of- 
ten and found nothing, and as they ſaw that there 
was ns Molues, they returned againe to their owne 
labour. Rot withſtanding, it hapned on a day that 
the Wolfe came indeed, and the childe cryed as hee 
was accuſfomed to doc, and becauſe that the labou⸗ 
rers had beene oftentimes deceived, they kept their 
wozke ſill, and ſuppoſed that it was not truth, by 
reaſon whereofthe Wolfe ranne away with one of 
the ſheepe. Thus we ſee, that men will not lightly 

eleeue 
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beleene him that is knownefoz a lyar. 
Ofthe Ant and the Columbe. 
None ought fo be ingratefull foz the benefites 
which he receiveth of another, as rehearſeth 
this Fable, of an Ant which came fo a Fountaine to 
dzinke, and as ſhe would haue dzunke, ſhe fell into 
the Fountaine, wherein ſhe thought ko haue bene 
downed without helpe, andthe Columbe fooke « 
b2anch of a free, and caſt it to ſane her ſelfe, and 
then the Ant went anon vpon the bzanch and lauer 
herſelfe. Then came the falconer which would haug 
taken the ſatd Columbe, and the Ant ſeeing the Fal- 
coner pꝛeparing his Nets, cams to his foote, and ſo 
faſt pꝛicked him, that ſhee canſed him fo ſmite the 
earth with his foote, and therewith made ſo great a 
noiſe that the Columbe heard it, and withall flew 
away befoze the ginnes and nets were (ef. Where- 
foze none ought to foꝛget the benefit which he bath 
received of ſome other:foz ingratitude is a great ſin. 
Of the Bee and Iupiter. 
1 enill that a man ſheweth to another, com. 
meth to himſeife, as appeareth by this fable, of a 
Bee which offered vnto Tupiter a piece of Honp, 
whereof Tupiter was much toyfall, and ſaid to. the 
Bee. Demand of me what thou wilt, and IJ ſhall giue 
it thee. Then the Bee pꝛaped him in this manner, O 
Topiter, J p2ay thee that thou wilt grant mee that 
whatſoener ſhall come toꝛ to take away my Monp, if 
I ſting him, he may ſuddainely die. And becauſe that 
Tupiter loued the humane linage, he ſaid to the Bee, 
Let if ſuffice thee, that whoſoeuer ſhall fake thy ho⸗ 
ny.it᷑ thou ſting 02 pꝛicke him, incontinent thou ſhall 
dye: 
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dye: and thus her requeſt was turned to her owne 
harme.WWherefoze men ought not to demand of God 
gny thing that is vnhoneſt oꝛ vniuſt. 

Of the Carpenter and of Mercury. 

B how much God is mozs mercifull and benigne 

to the good and holy, ſo much the moze he puni- 
ſheth the wicked and eniil, as we may (& by this fas 
ble,ofa Carpenter which cut wood by a riuer to2 fo 
make a Temple fo the gods. And as he cut wood, 
his Axe fell into the water, wherefoze he beganne to 
wirpe, and to call to the gods foz helpe: and the 
god Mercury foz pity appeared to him, and agked 
him wherefoze he wepf, and ſhewed to him an Are 
of gold, and aſked.of himifthat were the Are which 
he had-loff. And he ſaid nap: then the god ſhewed 
him another Axe of ſiluer, and he ſcmblably ſaid: 
and becauſe Mercury ſaw that he was good and true, 
hedzew his Axe out ofthe water, and gaue it him, 
and much good beſide hee gaue him. And the Car- 
penter fold this ſtozy to his fellowes, of the which 
one of them came to the ſame place to cut as his fel- 
low did befo2e,and let fall his Are info the water and 
began fo weepe, and fo demand helpe and ayde of 
the gods. Uhereupon Mercury appeared befoze 
him, and ſhewed to him an Axe of gold, and deman⸗ 
ded of him ſaying, Is this ſame it that thou haſt loft 2 
And he anſwered to Mercury and ſaid, Yea fayze 
Sir and mighty god, that ſame is it: and Mercury 
ſeeing the malice of the villaine; gane to him ney- 
ther the one noꝛ the other, but left him weeping foz 
his owne Are. Thus god which is good and iuſt, 


rewardeth all good men in this wozld,euery one after 
his 
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his veſerning,and puniſheth the euill and vninff. 
Ofthe young theefe and his mother. 
He child which is not chaſkiſed in the beginning 
Tu p20one euilland perueiſe in the endꝛas wa Bl * 
may perceiue by this Fable. Where was a pong 
child which in his youth began to ſteale, and all that 
he did ſteale he bzonght to his mother, the mothe 
tooke it gladly c would in ns wiſe cozrec him, and 
after he had ſtollen many things, he pas taken am 
condemned to be hanged, and as meft led him fo the 
Juſtice, his mother followed him and wept ſoze : And 
then the child pzayed the Juſtice that hee might (ay 
ſome-what to his mother, and hating leaue, he ap 
pꝛoched tc her, making as though he would ſpeake 
Ii to ber in her eate, with his teeth he bit off her noſe: 
1 fo2 which when the Judge blamed him, he anſwe- 
(4.7 fl red in this manner, My Lo2d, ſhe is the cauſe ofmy 
N death, foz if ſhe had well chaſtiſed mee, J had not 
1 tome to this ſhame. By which fable we map learne, 
75 that i is better fo2 parents to chaſtiſe their childꝛen 
TP | 18 * being young, then to be grieued by them when lhey 
| 


| are old. 8 

iP Of the Flea and the man. 

WT Uerp little cuill is to be puniſhed, as appeareth 
8" ng  £-by this fable. There was a man which tooke a 
EL. - fllea that bi: him, to whom he ſaid: Flea why bi⸗ 
| teſt thou me. and wilt not let me leepe ! And the flea 
anſwered, Jt is my kind to doe (0. Mherefoze I p2ay 
| | thet put me not to death. And the man began to laugh 
1 and ſa d Thou t anſt not hurt me greatly, nenerths- 
b leffe, onely fo2 biting mee, thou ſhalt die. Therefoze 
4 mall euils ate not to be ſuffered. Fun 
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Ofthe Husbandman and his two Wiues. 
Othing is wozle to a man then a woman, as 
appeareth by this fable. There was a man of 
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meane age that had two wines that is to ſay, an old 


and a young, which were both dwelling in his houſe, 
and becauſe that the old deſired to haue his lone, thee 
pulled the blacke haires frcm his head, becauſe he 
ould be the mo2elike to her: and the yonng woman 
on'the other fide pulled ont all the white haires, fo 
the end that he ſhould ſceme the younger, moze faire 
in her ſight. And thus the good man abode without a- 
xy haire on his head. And therfoze it is great folly foz 
an ancient man to marry againe: 02 fo2 any man to 
place hiz affection on two women at once, and to ſiek 
lo pleaſe them both. 
Of the Labourer and his Children. 

E that laboureth continually. is likely to beg 

rich in ſubſtance, as appeateth by this Fable: 
There was a labouring man which bad diligently 
wzought all his life time, and was thereby waxen 
tich, e when he ſhouid die, he ſaid to his childzen, 
Py freaſare J haue left in my Wine, And after that 
this good man was dead, his childzen ſuppoſing that 
his treaſure had heene hid in his Wine. did no⸗ 
thing all day but delue, and it bare moze fruit then if 
did befoze :foz who ſo fravelleth well, he hath ener 
bead enongh fo2 to eate, and hee that wozketh not, 
dyeth foz hunger. 


Hereendeth the fubtile Fables 
of Eſop- 


Here 


* 
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Here beginne the Fables of Auian, 
right plea ſant to reade. 


The firſt Fable is ofthe old Woman 
land the Wolfe. 


D Uery kind of ſpirit is not fo. be bela 


— 1 
1 


7 ued by vs, as appeareth by this Fas 
& ble, of an ols woman, which ſaith vnto 

6 4 her child becauſe it wept: Certainly 
I | 2 if thou werpeſt anp moze, A ſhall make 
te Wolle to cate the. The Molle 
hearing this old woman lay ſo,abode ſtill at the gate, 
and ſappoſed to hauethe child to eate, and, when the 
Molle had tarryed there ſo long that hee was hun. 
gry, he returned againe to the wood, and the thi 
Molfe demanded of him, Nh halt thon bzought 
me no meate? and he anſwered, The old woman hath 
beguiled me, which pꝛomiſed me her child to eate, and 
at the lat J had it not. Thereloꝛe men ought not to 
put any great confidence in a womans ſpecches. 


The ſecond Fable is of the Torteſſe 
and of the other Bird. 

E that exalteth himſelſe moze then he ought to 

doe, ſeldome cometh to good, as appeareth by 
this Fable, of a Tozteſſe which ſaid to the birds. J. 
ve lift me vp very high from the ground into the aire, 
I ſhall! chew to you great plenty of pꝛecious ſtones. 
Then the Cagle tooke her, and bare her ſo high that 
ſhe might not ſe the earth, and ſaid to her, @hew — 

no 
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now the pzecious tones that thou pꝛomiſedſt foſhew 


me: and becauſe the Tozteſſe might not ſ& the earth, 
and that the Eagle knew well that he was deceived, 
he thzuſt his clawes into the Tozteſſe belly, and kil- 
led him. By which fable we learne, that he which 
will haue wozſhip and glozy,may not get if without 
great labdur ; therefoꝛe if is better and moze ſure foz 
aman to keepehimſelfe lowlp, then fo eralt himſelfe 
an high, and after to dis ſhamefully : foz if is a com- 
mon ſaying, Whoſo mounteth higher then he ſhould, 
falleth ſuddenly lower then he would. 
The third Fable is of the two Creuiſſes, 

12 man which will vnderfake fo teach other, 

ought firſt to examine & co2rec himſelle, as it ap⸗ 

peareth by this fable of a Creuiſſe which would 
haue chaſtiſed her owne daughter, becauſe that ſhe 
went not right, and ſaid to her. My daughter, it plea⸗ 
ſeth me not that pee goe thus backward, foz thereby 
thou maiſt come to ſome harme. And the daughter 
ſaid to her, p mother, J ſhall gos right and fozward 
with a good will, if ye will goe befoze to ſhew me the 
wapc But the mother could goe none otherwiſe but 
after her kind, wherfoze the daughter ſaid fo her, Þy 
mother, learne firft pour ſelfe foz to goe right and foz- 
ward and then ye may teach me. UWherefoze he that 
will teach other, ought firſt to ſfhew good example 
himſelfe, fo2 great ſhameit is ſoz a Doctoz to haue 
his obne faults accuſe him. 

The fourth Fable is ofthe Aſſe 
and the Lyons skin. 
One ought to glozy in the goods of ofher, as 
rehearſeth this * of an Alle, which ome 
me 
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time found the ſkinne of a Lyon, which he did wean 
on hiin, but he could neuer hide his eares therewi h, 
And when he was (as he ſuppoſed) well araied with 
the ſaid ſkinne, he ran into the fozreſt, and when the 
wilde beaſts ſaw him come, they were fearefull any 
began to flye,foz they thought it had beene the Lyon, 
And the maſter of the Alle ſonght his Alle vp and 
downe in euery place, and when he had long ſonght 
him he thought he would goe to the koꝛreſt, and as he 
was in the tozreE, he met his Aſſe araped as is beſo 
ſaid. But his maſter which hav ſought him ſo long, 
ſaw his eares ,whereby he knew him well, and anon 
be tooke him, and ſaid in this manner: Da ha maſter 
Alte, are pe clothed with the Lyongſkin thou ma- 
keſt the beaſts afraid, but if they knew th as well 
as J doe, they would not feare thee, but J aſſurg 
thee that well I ſhall beate thee fo2 this. Then hv 
tooke from him the (kinne of the Lyon and ſaid fo 
him, Lyon thou ſhalt be no moze, but Aſſe ſhalt thon 
ever be, and his maſter ſo beat him with a cudgell, 
that ener after he remembzed if. Therefoze hy 
which aduanceth himſelfe of other mens goods, is 4 
very foole, foz as men ſay commonly, he is not 
well araped, which is clothed with * mans 
gowne. 


The fift Fable is of the Frogge 
and the Foxe. 
ITI is great folly foz anꝝ man to attempt to doe that 
which he cannot doe, as by this fable appeareth. 4 
Frogge ſometime came out of a ditch, and pꝛeſa⸗ 
med to leapebpon a high Pountaine, and — 
g 


1 
» 
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wean ſhe was vpon the high mountaine, ſhe ſaid to the o⸗ 
ewith, ther beaſts, Jam a Miſtreſſe in medicine, and can 
d with gue remedy to all manner of ficknes by my art and 
en the ſubtilfy, and thall render you good health, whereof 
ull and I ſome beteeuedher. Then ihe Fore which perceives 
Lyon, the feoliſh belgefe ofthe beaſts, began to laugh and 
bp and Nl (av to them. Pooꝛe beafts, how map this foule and 
ſonght venimous beaſt which is ſick and pale or colour, ren⸗ 
d 89 bt der and give to vou health? ſoz the Leach that wilt 
befozs heale ſome other, ought firſt to helpe himſelle; foz 
long, W manycounterfeit the Leach, which cannot a wozd of 
d anon the Science of medicine, from the which J pzay God - 
maſter I to kerpe. 


u ma- The 6. Fable is of che Dogge. 
is well E that is vaineglozioug of that which ſhould 
aſſure humble him, is a very foole, as by this Fable 


hen ho WU mo: plainely appeareth. | Zhere was a man 
aid to which hav two dog.;, of the Which one without bar- 
It thon king vſed to bite the folke, and the other backed, but 
adgell, W did not bite. And when the -maſter of the houſe per⸗ 
oe bv Il cejued the malice of the dogge which barked not, hee 
, is bung about his neck a bel, to the end that men chould 
is not beware of him: Myerekoze this Dogge was very 
mans pꝛoud hereot and began to diſpꝛaiſe all other dogges: 
lo the which one of the moſt ancient ſaid vnto him, 

O fooliſh beaſt, now perteiue J well thy folly and 

great madneſſe, in thinking that this Bell is giuen 

tho koꝛ thine owne deſert and merife, foz certainly it 

de that is not lo, but it is taken to the fo2 demerite, and be- 
eth. A cauſe of thy ſhzewvnes and great treaſon,fo2 to ſhew 
pꝛeſu- I thatthou art falſe, and a traptour. hereby we 
when arne, that none ought to be iopfull of that thing; 
ths * where- 
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© whereof he ought to be ſozrowfall, as many fooles 


be:fo2 a great foole were that thefe, which being 
led to be hanged,with a coꝛd of gold about his necke, 
il he ſhould,make toy thereof, although the coꝛd were 
verp rich and coſtly. 
The ſeuenth fable, is of the Cammell 
and of upiter. 
Uery creature ought to be content with that that 
God hath giuen him, without taking the inheri⸗ 


' tance of others, as appeareth by this fable of a Cam⸗ 
moll which ſometime complained fo Iupiter, of the 


other beaſts that mocked him, becauſe he was not 
beautifull as they were, wherfoꝛe inſtantly he pzaied 
fo Iupiter in this manner ;Faire ſir and mighty god, 
Apꝛap the that thou wilt giue me hoznes, that J 
May be no moze mocked. Iupiter then begunne to 
laugh, and in ſtead ofho2znes, he tooke from him his 
eares, ſaping, Thou haſt moze good then if behoo- 
ueth thee to haue, and becauſe thou demandell that 
which thou oughteſt not to haue, J hane taken from 
the that which thou onghteſt to haue: Fc2 ns man 
ought to deſire moze then he ought to haue, leff he 
thereby leſe that which he hath. 
Fable viii.of two fellowes. 
En ought not to hold fellowſhip with him 
which is accuſtomed to beguile other, as aps 
peareth by this pꝛeſent fable of two fellowes 
which ſometime held feilowſhip together, to got 
both by mountaines à vallies: and fo; to make bet- 
ter their voyage, they were ſwozne each to other, 
that none of them bothſhould leaus other vntil death 
chould part them. And as they walked in a * 
they 


— 
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they met with a great wild Beare, and they both ran 
away, foz teare of the which, one of them climed vp 
into a tre z and when the other ſaw that his tellow 
was gone and left him, he laied himſelfe down on the 
earth, and fained him to be dead. Jnconfinent the 
Beare came foz to eate him, but becauſe the gallant 
plaid well his game, the Beare went foozth on his 
way and foucht him not: and then his fellow came 
downe frow the tree and ſaid vnto him, J pzay thee 
tell me what the Beare laid fo the: and his fellow. 
ſaid, Ne taught me many faire ſecrets, but among all 
other things he ſaid to me, That Jſhoald never truſt 
him which hath once deceined me. 


Fable ix. oftwo Pots. | 
epooze ought not fo take the rich fo2 his fel- 
low, as appeareth by this fable of two Pots, of 
which one was of copper, ⁊᷑ the other of earth. the 
which did meete together in a river, and becauſe tha 
the earthen pot went ſwifter then did the copper pot, 
the copper pot (aid, J pzay thee let vs goe together, 
and the earthen pot anſwered, J will not goe with 
thee, fo2 if thou chouldeſt chance to hit me, thon 
wouldſt bzeake me in pieces. Theretoze the pooꝛe is 
afoole that comparoth himſelfe with the rich, foz bet. 
tet it is to lius in pouertp, then to die villainouſlꝑ and 
be oppzefled of the rich. 


Fable x. of —__ and the 
Bull. 
me ſorueth not a man alwaies to reuenge him⸗ 
ſelle vpon him t hat * done him any jniury: 
2 Is 
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as appeareth by this pzeſent fable, of a Bull which 
ſometime fled befoze a Lyon, and as the Bull would 
haue entered into a tauerne foꝛ to ſanehim, a Goate 
came againſt m to let him that he ſhould not enter, 


to whom the Bull ſaid: It is not time now to auenge 


me on thee, foꝛ the Lvon chaſeth me but the time ſhall 
come that J ſhall finds the gut. TWWherefoze that 
man is not wiſe, which to be pzeſently reuenged on 
his enemy, will bzinghimſelfe into moze perill and 
danger. 

The 11. F. ble is of the Ape and his ſonne. 

Here is no greater folly then fo a man to pzaile 

himnſelfe,as rehearſeth this pꝛeſent Fable, of Iu- 
piter Chiefe of the gods, which made all the beaſls 
and birds foz to be aſſembled together foz to know 
their kind. Therewith came foozth the Ape, which 
p2eſentedhis ſonne to Iupiter ſaying thus: Faire ſir, 
and mighty god, looke and ſeg here the kaireſt beaſt 
that euer thou createdſt in this wozld. Yereat Tupi- 
ter began to laugh, ſaying vnto him: Thou art a faule 
beaſt thus foz to pꝛaiſe thy ſelfe. Foz none ought to 
p2aife himſelfe, but ought to doe good and vertuous 
wozks,fo2 the which other wen may glue him pꝛaiſe 
and commendation, 

The 12. Fable is of the 
Peacocke. 

Dough a man be neuer ſo \rceltent in any ſci· 

ence, yet it is folly in him to pꝛayſe himſelle, as 
appeareth by this fable, of a Peacocke which ſome- 
fime made adinner to a Crane, and when they had 
eaten and dzunken enough, they had much talke 


together: whereloꝛe the Peacocke ſaid to the _ , 
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Chou haſt not ſo faire a foʒme, no2 ſo faire feathers 
as A haue. To whom the Crane anſwered 4 ſaid, It 
is trath:nenerthelee,thou haſt not one ſo good and 
faire a vertue as I haue. Foz albeit that J haue not 
ſo faire feathers as thou haſt, pet J can flpe better 
then thou thy ſelle canſt, foz with thy faire feathers 
thou muſt ener abide on the earth, but J can flye e- 
uen where it pleaſeth me. Thus every one ought to 
be content with that gift which nature hath beſtow 

ed on him, without making any vaine boaſt thereof. 
Fable 13. of the Hunter and | 

the Tyger. 

Fare wozſe is the ſtroake of a tongue, then the 
wound ol a ſpeare, as appearcth by this pꝛeſent 
Fable: Of a Hunter which with his arroweg 
hart the wild beaſts in ſach wiſe that none eſca- 
ped him:to the which beaſts a Tygre fierce and hardy 
aid in this manner. Be not afraid ſo,foz J ſhall keepe 
you well And as the Tygre came to the wood, the 
hunter was hid within a buſh, and when he ſaw the 
Tygre pafſe befoze him, he ſhot at him an arrow 
and hit him in the thigh, whereof the Tygre was 
greatly abaſhed,and weeping and ſoꝛe ſighing, ſaid 
to the other Beaſts, A wot not from whence this 
tommeth vuto me. And when the For ſaw him ſo 
greatly abaſhed, all laughing he laid vnto him, a 
ha Tygre,thou art wonderfull mighty and ſtrong. 
Then the Tygre ſaid to him, Pp ffrength auaileth 
me not at this time,fo2 none may keep himſelfe from 
treaſon. And therefoze ſome ſecret is heere which 
Iknew not befozo. Pet notwithſtanding, this J 
may well auouch, that there is no — — 
L 3 af 
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that hurteth a man moze then the arrow that is ſat 
from an euill tongue. Fo2 when ſome perſon p2ofte. 
reth oz ſaith ſome wozd in the fellowſhip of ſome ho · 
neſt men of good life, all the fellowſhip ſuppoſeth that 
that which this euill tongue hath ſaid; is true, al- 
beit that it be but leaſing. But notwithſtanding 
the good man ſhall euer be wounded of the ſame ar- 
row, which wound ſhall be vncurable. And if it were 
the ſtroake of a ſpeare, it might bee with a Surgion 
healed, becanſe that incontinent as the woꝛd is ſpo- 
ken, he that {aid it, is no mdze maſter of it. And fo; 
this cauſe the ſtroake ofthe tongue is moſt dange- 

rous and vncurable. 


Fable xiiii.of the foure Oxen. 

En ought not to bzeake their faith with their 

good friend, noꝛ to leaue his fellowſhip, as it 
appeaveth by this fable of foure Oren which wer: 
all in a faire grene meddow. And becauſe that they 
tuer kept them together, none other beaſt durſt aſſaile 
them, and alſo the Lyon dꝛeaded them much. The 
which Lyon on a day came fo them, and by his de- 
ceincable woꝛds thought fo2 fo beguile them, and fo 
take them the better made them fo be ſeparated tach 
from other: and when they were ſeparated, the Ly- 
on went and fooke one of them, and when the Lyon 
wotftb haue ſtrangled him, the Dre ſaid vnto him, 
Goſſip, hee is a fole that belenethfalſe and deceiue- 
able wo2ds, and leancth the fellowſhip of his good 
fciend; fo; if we had beene euer together, thou hadll 
nut taken me: and therefozehe which is ſafe 4 ſtan⸗ 
deth well and ſure, onght to looke to himſelfe * 
k 
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ho kall not thꝛough his owne folly. . 
Fable xv. of the Buſh and the Auber tree. 
Ons foz his beautꝝ ought to diſpꝛaiſe any other, 
fo; ſometime ſuch a one as is faire,ſoone wareth 
foule,and from high falleth low, as it appeareth by 
this Fable, ofa faire tree which mocked and ſcozned 
alittle buch, and ſaid : Steſt thou not the faire beau- 
ty ofm&?UWWith me men edifie and build faire houſes, 
palaces, caſtles,galleies, and diners other ſhips foz 
to ſaile on the ſea, thus he aduanced and pꝛaiſed 
himſelfe. Then came there a Labovrer with his axe 
foz to hew and ſmite him to the ground. And as the 
Labourer (mote vpon the faire tres, the buſh ſaid,Cer- 
tainly wp bꝛother, it thou wert as little as J am,men 
ſhould not hew ne (mite thee to the ground. UWhere- 
foze none ought to reioyce himſelfe of his Wozſhip, 
fo2 he that is now in great honour and wozthip,here- 
after may fall into as great ſhame and diſhonoz, 


Fable xvi.of the Fiſher,and the 
little Fiſh. | 
En aught not to leaue the thing that is ſure 
& and certaine,in hope of the vntertaine, as to 
bs rehearſeth this Fable, of a Fiſher which with 
his line tooke a little fiſh ; which ſaid to him, Pp 
friend, Jpzay thee that thou wilt not put me to 
death, foz now Jam taught to eate, but when 4 ſhall 
be greater if thou tome hither, of me thou ſhalt haue 
moze good, fo then J ſhall ſerue the a good while. 
And the fiſher ſaid, Sith that Jnow haue the, thou 
ſhalt not ſo eſcape from mee, foz great folly it were 
in me to ſ&ke the hers * time. Foz men — 

4 is 
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not to let goe that whereby they be ſure, hoping to 
haue afterward that which is vncertaine. 
Bable 17. of Phœbus, the auaricious and 
the couetous Man. 
One ought to damage himſelk, to the end he map 
. hurt another the moze, as it appeareth by this 
fable of Iupiter which ſent Pl. bus into the earth, to 
haue all the knowledge of the thought of men. This 
Phoebus chanced to met with two men, of the which 
one was enuious, and the other right couetous. 
Phœbus demaded of them what their thought was, 
Alle think, ſaid thep, to demand of thee great gifts. To 
the which Phoœebus anſwered, Demand now what pe 
will, foz all that pe ſhall aſke mee, I ſhall grant it 
vou; and of that which the firſt ſhall aſke, the ſecond 
ſhail haue double, oz as much moze againe. And then 
the auaricious ſaid, J will that my fellow aſke what 
he will firſt: whereof the enuious was well content, 
and ſaid vnto Phoebus, Faire ſtr, I pzay the that J 
mayleſe one of mine eyes. TWherefoze Phoebus be- 
gan to laugh, and departed againe to Iupiter, and 
told him the great malicc of the enuious, which was 
toyfull and glad ofthe harme and damage of another, 
and how he was content to (uifer paine, foz to day 
mage (ome other. 


Fable 18.of the theefe = the child 
that wept. 
E is a foole that putteth his goods in ieopardie 
to be loſt, in hope to get moze ; as appeareth by 
this Fable, ofa theefe which ſound a child weeping 
beſides a Mell, of * the theefe remanded why 
he 
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he wepf. And the child anſwered, J wepebecauſe 
J haue let fall into this Mell a bucket of gold. And 
then the thefe tooke off his clothes, and laid them 
on the ground, and went downe into the Well: and 
when he was downe, the child tooke his clothes and 
went awap, leauing him in the Mell. Wherefoze 
none ought to leaue that which he hath, in hope foz 
to get that which hehath not: and thoſe things nc 
ger come to good, which are gotten by bad meanes. 


Fable 20,ofthe Lyon ard the Goate. 


I man is wiſe which can keepe himſelle from 
the wily and falſe, as appeateth by this Fable: 

DfaLyon which met with a Goate which was 
bpon a Pountaine:and when the Lyon ſaw her, hee 
ſaid to her in this manner, fo2 to giue her occaſion 
to tome downe from the hill, to the end that he might 
tate her. My ſifter, why conimeſt thou not hither in- 
to this faire greene meddow, fo2 to cate of theſe faire 
hearbes 02 graſſe? And the Goate anſwered him, 


Albeit that thou ſapeſt truth, yet neuertheleſſe ſith 


thou ſpeakeſt it not neither keʒ my good noz profit, 
but onelp that thou mighteſt cate and deue ure me, A 
meane not to truſt thy faire ſp&ches : foz many times 
Ihaue heard lap of my damme, Ye that is well, let 
him not ſeke to amend himſelfe : and her which is 
in a ſure place, is a foole if he gos łrom it, and put 
— in danger and perill, in hope of better foz- 
une. 


Fable 
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The xxi. Fable, of the Crowe 
wich was athirſt. 

Etter is wit then fozce,as rehearſeth this Fable, 

of a Crow which came to dzinke out of a bucket, 
and betauſe that ſhe might not reach to the water, 
the filled the Bucket with ſmall ſtones, inſomuch 
that the water came vpwards. whereof the did dzinke 
at pleaſure. Whereby we vnderſtand,that wiſedomy 
is moze to be commended then any wozldly might, 
and by @aptence men may reſiſt great evils. 


The xxii. Fable,of the villaine, and of the 
| youg Bull. | 

HE which is of an euill nature, all haue great 
paine fo amend his conditions,as appeareth by 
this fable, of a villaine which had a young bull, the 
which he might not bind, becauſe that ener he (mote 
With his hoznes, wherefoze the villaine cut off his 
hoꝛnes. But when he would haue bound him, the 
Bull caſt his feet from him, in ſuch wiſe that he ſuffe- 
red no man to come ntere him. And when the villaine 
perteiued the malice ofthe Bull, he ſaid vnto him, J 
ſhall chattiſe ther well enough, fo; A chall put thee in⸗ 
to the Butchers hands: and then the Bull indeed was 
thaſtiſed. Thus ought men to doe with wicked and 
rebellious people, which giue themſelues to all kinde 
of euill, namely, to put them into the hangmans 
hands, and to let him be their butcher fo rule them, 
fo2 otherwiſe their attuſtomed conditions will moze 
and moꝛe ſpꝛead, to the cozrupting ol better diſpoſed 

pexſons among whom they liue. 1 
e 
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The xii. Fable, is of the Palmer 
| and of the Satyre. 
Mer ought to beware of them which beare both 
1*Lüre and water, as rehearſeth this fable. Of a 
Pilgrime which walked in the Minter thozow a 
great Fozreft, and becauſs that the Snow had ca- 
uered all the wapes,he wiſt not whither he went. A⸗ 
gainſt whom came a wadwoſe named Satpꝛe, be- 
cauſe he ſaw him cold; which appꝛoached to the Pil- 
grim, and bzought him to his pit: and when the Pil⸗ 
grim ſaw him, he had great dzead, becauſe that a 
wood woſe is a monſter like a man. And as this Sa⸗ 
tyꝛe led this Pilgrime into a pit, the Pilgrim did 
blow his hands foz to heate them, foz he was ſoze a- 
cold:x the wood woſe gaue him hot water to dzinke, 
and when the Pilgrim would haue dꝛzunke if, he be⸗ 
gan to blow it. And the woodwoſe demaunded of 
him, why he did blow it. And the Pilgrime ſaid, I 
blow it to make ſomewhat moze cold. The wood- 
woſe then ſaid fo him, Thy fellowtfhip is not good fo; 
me, becauſe that thou bcareft both fire and water in 
thy mouth: Therefoꝛe goe hence from mp pitte, aud 
neuer returne againe : foꝛ the fellowſhip of the man 
which hath two congues is naught. Whereſoze ths 
man that is wiſe, ought to flie the fellowſhip of flatte- 
rers,fo2 by flattering and adulation,many haue bene 
deceiued. 
The xxiii. Fable is of the Oxe aud 
of the Rat. 

L- ought to loue their ſubieas, foz he which 

is hated of his tenants and ſubieds, is e — 


— 
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his lands. As it appeareth by this pꝛeſent fable, of 
an Oren which ſometime was withina ſtable, and ag 
the Dren on a time would faine haue ſlept, a Katte 
tame t bit him by the thighes, and as the Dre would 
haue ſmitten him, he ranne away info his hole. And 
then the Dre began to menace the Kat, and the Nat 
ſaid to him, J am not afraid of thee, albeit J amlit. 
tle, Imap impeach thee. And if thou art great, thank 
thy parents becauſe thereof and not thy ſelfe ; and 
therefoze the ſtrong oaght not to diſpꝛaiſe the little, 
but to loue him, as the chiefe 82 head ought to lone his 
limmes:fo2 he that loueth not, ought not to be loued: 
and therefoꝛe the Lozd muſt lone his (abies, if of 
them he would be loned. 


Fable 24. of the Gooſe and 
her Lord. 


E that ſeeketh to get moze then he ought, off- 
times getteth nothing, as ſaith this fable, of u 
man which had a Gooſe that laide every dap an 
egge ol gold. The man, ot couetouſneſſe commanded 
her that euerp day ſhe ſhould lap two egges. And ſhe 
ſaid to him. Certainly mp maſter J may not. Mhere⸗ 
foze the man was w2oth with her, and flew her: by 
meanes whercofhe loſt his fozmer p2ofit , and after- 
ward waxed very ſozrowfull: Yowbeit it was not 
time fo ſhut the Cable deze when the hozſes be gone: 
and he is not wiſe which ouer-raſhly doth any thing 
whereof he ſhall repent him afterward, noz he that 
hurteth himſelfe to be auenged on ſome other. Foz 
becauſe he ſuppo'ed to win all. he loſt all. 7 
Fable 


thi. 
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Fable 25. of the old Ape and her 
two children. 


E that ſomefimes the parents dolh diſp2aife, 

oftentimes pꝛooueth the beſt child, as appea⸗ 
reth by this Fable, of an Ape which had two 
childzen,ofthe which ſhe hated the one and loued the 
other, and that the loned ſhe tooke in her armes and 
fled befoze the dogges. And when the other ſaw 
that his mother left him behind, he ran and leapt on 
her backe, and by reaſon that the little Ape which ſhe 
held in her armes hindered her flight, ſhe let it fall to 
the ground, and the other which the mother hated, 
held faſt on her backe and was ſaued, the which from 
hencetoꝛth kiſſed and emb2aced his mother, and ſhe 
then began greatly fo loue him. Wherefoze many 
times it hapneth, that thing which is diſpzaiſed and 
hated, is better then that thing which is loued and 
pꝛaiſed. And many times the childzen which be p2at= 
ſed and loued, doe leſſe good then they which be dil⸗ 
pꝛaiſed and hated. 


Fable 26. ofthe Winde and the 
earthen Pot. 


1 man that ouermuch eralteth himſelfe, ſhall 
be abaſed, as appeareth by this fable, of a Pof- - 

ter which made a great pot of earth, which he ſet 
in the ſun, that it might the better bzy, and againſt 
this pot there came a great wind. And When the 


wind ſaw the Pot, he demaunded, Who art thou? 
+ and 


— — 
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and the Pot antwered, J am a pot the beſt made 
that can be found, and none may impeach me. ow 
ſaid the Minde? Thou art pet all ſoft, and haſt nei⸗ 
ther vertue ne fozce, and becauſe 4 know thy great 
pꝛide, A ſhall bꝛeake the in pieces, to the end that 
thou maiſt haue knowledge ol thy great pꝛide. And 
therefoze the feeble ought to be make, and humble 
himſelfe,and chew obeiſance to his Lo2d, and not to 
exalt himſelfe moze then he ought, to the end IO he 
be not abaſed. 


Fable xxvii.of the Wolfe and 
the Lambe. 


Of two enils men ought ener to eſchew the 


wozlk, it any of them may be eſchewed, as it 
appeareth by this fable, of a Molſe which ran af- 
ter a Lambe, the which Lambe fled into the houſe 
whereas the Goates were;and when the Molle ſaw 
that he might in no wiſe take the Lambe, he ſaid fo 
him by ſweet woꝛzos.Leaue thy fellowſhip,and come 


with me into the fields: fo2if thou come not, thou 


ſhalt be taken with them, and being taken, ſhalt be 
_ ſacrificed to their gods. And theLambe anſwered 


tothe Wolfe, J had rather to ſhed all my blood foz the 


loue ofthe gods, and to be ſacrificed to them, t hen to 
be beaten and deuoured of thee. And therefoze he is 
full of wildome and pzudence, who ol two great e- 
utls, may eſcape the greateſt of both. 


Here end the Fables of Auian- 
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Here follow the pleaſant Fables 
of Alfonce. 


The firſt Fable isof the exhortation of 
Sapience and loue. 


Nabe of Lucane ſaid to his ſonue in 


K<) <4 
2 RSA 


tis manner: Pp ſonne, beware that 
2 N the Ant be no moze pꝛudent then thy 
eile, lohich gathereth and allembleth 
ctgethber in the Summer al he needeth 
to haue in the winter, g beware that 
thon lleepe no longer then the Cock doth, which wat⸗ 
cheth and awaketh early in the mozning, and that 
he be not wiſer then thy ſelfe, which ruleth and go⸗ 
nerneth nine Hennes. But it ſafficeth that thou 
rule and gouerne one well: and alſo that the dogge 
be not moze noble then thy ſelfe, which fozgetteth 
not that good which is done to him, but euer he re- 
membzeth it. Beſides, my ſonne, ſuppoſe it not a 
mall matter to haue a good friend, but doubt not to 
haue a thouſand friends. And when Arabe would 
dre, he demanded this queſtion of his ſonne, ſay- 
ing: Þy ſonne, how many good friends halt thou: 
And the Bonne anſwered his Father, and ſaid, Py 
father, A haue as J ſuppoſemany to be my friends. 
Chen ſaid his father, Account none to be thy friends 
bnleſſe thou haſt well aſlaied and pꝛooued them be⸗ 
fae. — J allure thee, J haue lined longer in this 
bold then thon haſt, and pet J haue gotten ſcarte⸗ 


ly halte a Friend, wherefoze a maruaile much — 
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thou haſt gotten (a many friends. And then the ſony 
ſeeing the admiration oz wonder of his Father, de. 
manded of bim, :Þy father, J pꝛap you giue me 
your counſcl!, how 4 thall now aſſay my Friend, 
And his father ſaid to hun, Gs thou and kill a Calle, 
and put it in a lacke all bloby, and beare it to thy fi 
Friend, and ſay to him, At is a inan which thou haſt 
flaine, and deſire him foz the loue which he beareth 
to thee, that he will keepe thy miſd@ds ſecretly, and 
bury it, te the end that thou maiſt be ſaued:this coun- 
ſell his ſonne followed : to whom his friend ſatd, Re- 
turne againe, foꝛ within my houſe thon ſhalt not en- 
ter, if thou haue done euill, J will not beare the pe- 
valty of it. And thus one after anther he afated all 
his friends, and euery one of them anſwered him as 
the firſt ; whereofhe was greatly abaſhed, +refurned 
againe to his father, and told him how he had (ped: 
and his father ſaid, Many be friends in wo2ds, but 
few in deds,bat I ſhall tell thee what thou ſhalt doe. 
Goe thou to inp halle friend. g beare to him thy calfe, 
and thou ſhalt. heate what he will ſap to thee. When 
the ſonne came to the halfe friend of his Father, hee 
ſaid to him as he did fo the other. And when the halſe 
friend vnderſtood the matter, he tooke him ſecretly 
into his houſe, and led him into an obſcure place fo: 
to bury his dead calfe, whereby the Sonne knew the 
truth of the halfe friends lone. Then the ſonne of the 
Arabe turned againe to his Father, and told him all 
that his balfe fciend had done to him. Then the Fa- 
ther ſaid to his ſonne, that the Philoſopher ſaid, 
that the true friend is found in extreme neede: Then 
demanded the ſon of his Father, Saweſt thou neuer a 
man 


and w 
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man which in his life time did get a whole friend ? 
And his Father replyed and ſayd, J neuer ſawany, 
but A haus heard ol ſuch a one: and the Sonne an- 
\wered, My father, JI p2zay the that thou wilt te- 
ueale it to me, to the end that by aduenture J may 
get ſuch a one. Then the father ſaid vnto his ſonne 
after this manner: Py Donne, ſometime J haus 
heard of two Perchants which neuer beheld each c= 
ther, the one was of Egypt, and the other of Bal- 
docke, but they had certaine knowledge each of o⸗ 


ther by their Letters, which they wzote friendly. one 


to the other. At ſo befell that the Merchant of Bal. 
docke came into Egypt to cheapen g buy ſome ware, 
whereof his friend was glad, and went to met him, 
and bzoaght him louingly to his houſe. And after he 
had ch&red and refreſhed him by the ſpace of foure- 
teens dayes,the ſame merchant of Baldocke became 
very ſicks,wherofhis friend was rightly ſozrowfull, 
and incontinent (ſent foz the belt Phyſicions and 
Leaches that were in all Egypt, to retouer his health: 
and when the Phyſictons had ſene and viſited him, 
and well regarded his vine, they ſaid that be had no 
bodily ckneſſe,but that he was rauilhed with loue: 
and when his friend heard theſe woꝛds, he came vn; 
to him, and ſaid, Py friend, J pzay tha that thou 
ſew me thy ſickneſle: then his friend ſaid to him, 1 
pzay thes that thon wilt bzing hither all the women 
and maidens that be in thy houſe, to ſe if he that my 
heart moft deſireth be amongſt them: And anon 
his friend b2ought befoze him, both his owne daugh⸗ 
ters, and all his ſernants, awongſt whom was a 
latre young Maiden which he had nouriſhed fo; his 
| PD pleaſurs- 


= 


—— — nn IN nat, _ 
— — — —ä6 — — Ae 


176 The Fables of Alfonce. 


pleaſure. And when the ſtcke man ſaw her, he (ayd 
to his friend, This (ame ts ſhe which may be the one- 
ly cauſe of my life o2 death : which his friend hea- 
ring, gaue her vnto hun to be his wife, with all ſuch 
good as he had of hers ; whom hee wedded, and re- 
turned vnto Baldocke, with great iop. But within 
a while after, it foztuned ſo that this Perchant of 
Egypt fell into great poverty, and to haue ſome con- 
ſolation oz comfozt, he tooke his iourney towards 
Baldocke,and ſuppoſed to goe and (& his friend, and 
euen about one of the clocke he arriued in the cittie; 
and inſomuch as he was not well arrayed, he was 
aſhamed by day light to goe into the houſe of his 
friend,but went and lodged him within the Temple 
nigh to his friends houſe. It hapned then that on the 
ſame night that he lap there, there was a man llaine 
befoze the gate of the ſame Temple: whereſoze the 
neighbours were ſoꝛe troubled, and the people moo. 
uod therewith, went info the Temple, where they 
found no body ſaue onely the Egyptian, the which 
they tooke, and demanded of him Whether he bad 
faine the man which lap dead befoze the Poztall of 
the Temple. De then ſ&ing his miſ-foztune and po- 
nertie, confeſſed he had killed the man, fo2 becauſe ol 
his euill chance,. he would rather die than liue:wher. 
upon he was led befoze a Judge, and was condem- 
ned to be hanged. And as men led him towards the 
gallowes,his friends ſaw him and knew him, and be⸗ 
ganne to weepe, remembꝛing the benefits that hee 
had done vnts him: foꝛthwith he went vnfo the Ju- 
ſlice. and ſaid: Py Lo2d, this man did not the mur. 
der, fo2 it was my ſelfe that did it, and _— = 
ould 
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thould do? great ſinne, ik pou doe put this guiltleſſs 
man todeath. And anon her was taken to be had to 
the gallowe ß. And the Egyptian ſaid, Py Lozd 
he did it not, And therefoze cuil ſhould you doe to put 
him to death. And as the two fcierids would haue 
bene hanged each fo2 other, hee which had done the 
murther indeede, came and confeſſed there openly 
the fact, and addzeſſed hiinſelſe betoꝛe the Juſtice and 
ſayd, My Lozd, none of them both haue done the 
deede, and thereloꝛe puniſhnot theſe innooents, fo2 
J alone ought to beare the paine. Whereat the Ju- 
Cice greatly maruelled,and foꝛ the doubt which ther- 
in was great, the Juſtice tooke them all thz&e, and 
led them befoze the Ring. And when they had re⸗ 
hearſed to the King all the manner, after enqueſt 
thereupon made, and that he knew the truth of it, 
he granted his grace to the murtherer, and ſo all the 
thꝛee were delivered. Then the friend bzought his 
friend to his houſe, and reteiued him topfully, and 
after gane vnto him both ſiluer and gold, and the 
Egyptian returned againe to his houſe. And when 
the Father had rehearſed all this, his ſonne ſaid fo 
him, Þy father, J know well that he that map get a 
good friend is happy, and with great labour J ſup- 
poſe J ſhall finde luch a one. 


The ii. Fable is of money delivered 
to keepe. 
\ Spaniard arriued ſometime in the Land of E- 
gypt, and becauſe that he feared fo be robbed 
— 4 the deſart of Arabia, he thought in 
himſelfe, that it were wiſely 2. to deliuer his mo⸗ 
ney 
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n:y to ſome true man, tokepe vntill his refurne &- 
gaine.And becauſe that he had heard ſome ſap, that 
within the City was a true man, he went anon vn- 
to him, and tooke fo him his ſtlaer foꝛ tokepeit. And 
when hee had done his boyage, hee came againe to 
him, and demanded of him his ſiluer: and hee ans 
ſwered him in this manner: My friend, J know not 
who thou art, foꝛ J neuer ſaio thee befoze that J wot 
ot, and if thou ſayeſt oꝛ ſpeakeſt any moe words, 4 
ſhall make thee tobe well beaten. Then was the 
Spaniars ſozrawfull and w2oth, and therecfhe made 
a complaint to his neighbours, and the neighbours 
laid vnto him, Certainely we be greatly abaſhed of 
that pe tell vs, foꝛ he is among bs all reputed & bot- 
den koꝛ à good man and a true, and therefoze returns 

againe vnto him, and with faire woꝛds demand of 

him that he may render vnto thee thy copne againe: 
the which thing he did. And the old man anſwered 
him mo2e ſharply and moꝛe rigozouſlp then hee had 

done befo2e, wherewith the Spaniard was wonder- 

ſally w2oth': and as he departed out ofthe old mans 

Houſe, he met with an old woman, the which de- 

manded of him the cauſe why hee was ſo troubled 

and heauie. And after he had told her the caufe why, 

the old woman ſaid vnto him: Make good cheere, fo2 

if it be as thou ſaieſt, I ſhall giue the counſell how 

thou ſhalt recouer thy ſiluer Then hedemanded of 

her. how it might be done:ſhe replied vnto him, bꝛing 

Hitherts me a man of thy Country whom thou tru- 

Reft,and cauſe faire cheſts to be made, and fill them 

all with ſtones, and by thy fellowes thou ſhalt cauſe 

them fo be bozne into his houle, and to him they ſhall 

(ay, 
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ſay,thata Parchant of Spaine ſent them vnko him 
foz to keepe ſurely:and when the cheſts ſhall be with- 
in his houſe, thou ſhalt goe againe and demand of 
him thy ſiluer. Which thing he did, and as the ſaid 
cheſts were boꝛne into his houſe, the Spaniards went 
with them that bare them, and ſaid vnto the · old man 
in this manner, Py f:iend, theſe koure cheſts bee all 
full of gold, ſiluer, and pꝛecious ſtones, which we 
bꝛing to you, as to the truſtieſt and faithfulleſt man 
that we know. fo2 to keepe them ſurcly, becauſe that 
we feare the theeues that be in the deſart. After the 
which wo2ds ſaid, came he which the old woman 
had tounſelled, and demanded of the old man his 
ſilver. And becauſe that the old man feared that the 
fpaniard wonldhaue diſp2aiſed him, he ſaid, Thou 
art welcome, J marueli why thou tarriedſt ſo long 
ere thou cameſt,4 incontinent he reſkozed to him his 
ffluer : and thus by the connſell of the old Moman 
which he greatly thanked, he had his goods againe, 
and returned into his owne countrep. 


The iii. Fable ſpeaketh of the ſubtill innention 
of a ſentence, giuen vpon a darke 
and obſcure cauſe. 
Fa time it befell, that a good man a Labourer 
died, leauing nothing to his ſonnes, but onelp a 
houſe, the which Donne lined by the labour of his 
hanos very poozely. This young man had a rich 
neighbour, which demanded of him ik he would ſell 
his houſe. But he ſaid no, becauſe if was come ta 


him by inheritance. Wherefoze the ſaid rich man his 


neighboz,conuerſed onght with him to deceine him: 
DP 3 but 
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but the young man fled his company as much as he 
might. And the rich man perteiuing that the young 
man fled his company, he bethought himof a great 
deceit, and\cequeſted of the pwze young man, that he 
would let to him part ofhis houſe fo delue and make 
a Celler, which he would hold of him fo2 pearclp 
rent: + the pooze man let it him. And when the Cel- 
ler was made, the rich man bꝛought into ik tenne 
tunnes of Ople, ofthe which ſiue were full of Ople, 
and the ot her fine were but halfe full: and he made a 
great pit in the earth, and put the five tunnes that 
were halfe full in it, and the other fine vpon them; 
and ſhut the dooze of the Celler, and deliuered vp the 
key fo the pooꝛe young man, and requeſted him ( frau⸗ 
dulentip)te kœve well his Ople:but the pooꝛe poung 
man knew not the malice and falſhood of his neigh- 
bour, wherefo2e he was content to keepe the kep. And 
within a while after, as the Dyle became deare, the 
rich man tame to the pooze man, and aſked of him his 
goods, and the young man gaue him the kep. This 
rich man ſold to the Marchants, his Ople, ind war- 
ranted each Tunne full. And when the Perchants 


meaſured the Dyle, they found but five ofthe tenne 
funnes full, whercof the rich man remanded of the 


pooze young man rcltitution. Aud fo2 to haue his 
bouſe, he made him tome befoze the Judge. And ſo 
when the pooꝛe man was come befoze the Judge, he 
demaunded time and ſpace foz to anſwere, foz hee 
thought that he had kept well and truly the Dyle : 
and the Judge granked him a dap. And then went 
he to a Philoſopher which was Pzocurafour foz the 
pooe people,q y2ayed him fo; charity that he would 
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giue fo him good counſell at his neede. And he rehear 
ſed and told vnto him all his caſe, and ſwoze vpon 
the holy Euangeliſt that he tooke none of the rich 
mans Dyle. And then the Philoſopher anſwered 
to him in this manner, My ſonne, haue no feare, foz 
the truth may not faile: and the next mozrow af- 
ter the Philoſopher went with the pooze man be- 
foze the iudgement ſeate, and the lame Philoſopher 
was conſtituted by the Ring fo2 to giue the iuſt ſen 
tence ol it. And after that the cauſe had beene well 
defended, and pleaded of both parties, the Philoſo« 
pher ſaid, This ſame rich man is of good renowne, 
and J ſuppoſe nof that he demanded moze then he 
ſhould haue. Alſo J beleeue not that this pooze man 
is guilty ofthe blame which he putteth on him: but 
notwithſtanding, foꝛ to know the truth of it, J 0z- 


daine and giue this ſenfence, that the Ople pure and 


cleane of the fine Tunnes which are full be meaſu- 
red, and alſo the Lees thereof, and after that the pure 
and cleane Ople of the flue Tunnes which be but 
halfe full, be alſo meaſured, with the Lees thereof, and 
then looke if the Les of the fine Tunnes but halfe 
full, be equall to the Las of the other five Tunnes 
which were wholy full; and ifit be ſo by meaſuring 
trulp, that leſſe be found within theſe veſſels which 
he but halfe full, then in the other, it ſhall be thereby 
ſufficiently pzooued, that no Dple hath bene taken 
out of them: but if there be konnd as much Les in 
the one as in the other, the pooze man ſhall be con- 
demned. And of this ſentence the pooze young man 
was well content, 4 by meaſuring as afo2eſatd the 
froth was knowne : Wherefoze the pooꝛe man was 
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quit, and the rich man was condemned, his great 
malice and falſhood knowne, foz there is no ſinne 9; 
miſded done, but that once it ſhall be manifeſted. 
Fable iiii. of the ſentence giuen vpon the 
money which was found. 
A Kich man ſometime went by a citie,and as he 
\ walked from one ſide to another, a great purſe 
fellfrom him, wherein were a thouſand crownes, 
the which a poozeman found, and tdoke them to his 
wife to keepe, whereof ſhee was full glad, and ſaid; 
thanked be God foz all his goodnes which he ſendeth 
to vs, ifhe ſend now the great ſumme, keepe it well. 
And vpon the mozrowAter, the rich man made to 
be cryed thozow the citie, that whoſoener had found 
athouſand crowns in a purſe, he ſhould reſtoze them 
fo him againe,anb that he ſhould haue fo2 his reward 
à hundꝛed of them. Ano when this pooze man heard 
the cry, he came incontinent fo his wife, and ſaid to 
her, My wife, that which we haue found muſt be re- 
Nozed againe, fo2 it is far better to haue a hundꝛed 
crownes without ſinne, then a thouſand w2ongfn]- 
Iy:and though that the woman would haue reſiſted, 
vet inthe end ſhee was content. And thus the pooze 
man reſtozed the thouſand crownes to the rich man, 
and demanded of him his hundꝛed crownes : But 
the rich man full of falſhood ſaid to the pooze man, 
thou rendꝛeſt not to me my gold which thou didſt 
find, fo2 of it I lacke foure hundzed pieces of gold, 
and when thou ſhalt bzing me againe the ſame fonre 


hundzed pieces of gold, thou halt haue of mee the 


hundꝛed crownes which J pꝛomiſed thee. The poeoze 
man anſwered, J haue bzought thee all that 1 haut 
ound; 
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found,wherefoze they fell into great ſtrile, infomuch 
that the cauſe was bzought befoze the King to bee 
decided. Wherefoze the King called beſoze him a 


great Philoſopher, which was Pzocuratour foz the 


people. And when the cauſe was will diſputed, the 
Philoſopher mooued with pitty,called the pooze man 
and ſaid vnto him, Come hither, my friend, By thy 
faith haſt thou reſtozed all the money which thou 
foundeſt in the purſe ? And the pooꝛe man anſwe⸗ 
red, Yea fir by my faith. Then the Philoſopher ſaid 
beſoze the aſſiſtance; Sith this rich man is true and 
faithfall, 4 that it is not tobe thought that he would 
demand moze then he ought to haue: and cu the o- 
ther part, nen muſt beleeue that this pooze man is 
knowne foꝛ an honeſt and true man: thereſoze this 
is my ſentence, That thon fir King take the thous 
ſand crownes, and that thou give a hundzedof them 
to this pooze man which found them,and after, when 
he that hath loſt them thall come, thou ſhalt reftoze 
them to him: and if it happen that another finde the 
thouſand foure hundzed crownes, they ſhall be ren⸗ 
dꝛed againe vnto this good man which is here p2e- 
lent, which ſaith that he hath loſt them. The which 
ſentence was agreeable and pleaſing fo all the com- 
pany. And when the rich man (aw that he was de- 
teiued by his owne folly, be deſired mercy and grace 
of the Ming, ſaying : Dir, this povze man that hath 
found my purſe, hath truly reffozed fo me all that J 
ought to haue, buc certainelp J would haue decet- 
ned him; wherefoze J p2ay thee that thou wilt take 
pittie one me. And then the ing had mercy on him, 
and the pooze man was well confented and paide, 
and 
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and all the malice of the rich man was knowne. 
The fift Fable is of the faith of 
three fellowes. 

O it hapneth, that the enill which is pꝛocured 

to other, commeth vnto him which pꝛocureth 
it, as it appeareth by thz& fellowes, of the which 
twaine were 3Burgeſſes, and the third a Labourer, 
the which being allumed fogether fo2 to goe to the 
holy Sepulcher, theſe thꝛe fellowes made great 
pꝛouiſion of floute fo2 their pilgrimage, in ſuch wile 
that it was all conſumed, ercept onely foz to maks 
one loafe. And when the Burgeſles ſaw the end of 
their flonre, they ſaid, A we finde not ſome meaneg 


great eater, we ſhall ſurely die foꝛz hunger; wherefoze 
we mult deuiſe a way that we map haue the Loafe, 
which ſhall be made of all our floure. And therefoze 
they concluded together, and ſaid, When the Koale 
ſhall be put into the Duen, we ſhall goe and lay vs 
downe ende and he that ſhall dꝛeame beſt, the 
loafe ſhall be his. And becauſe that we both be ſub · 
till and wiſe, he ſhall not dzeame ſo well as we ſhall, 
wherefo:c thelsafe ſhall be ours: Whereofall th:ce 
were wellcoatent,and all began foſlepe. But when 
the Labourer perceiued all their deceit, and ſaw that 
his fellowes were aſlepe, he went and dzew the 
taafe out of the aDuen, and ate it, and alter he fained 
himſelte to be aſlepe : and then one of the Burgeſſes 
role vp, and laid to his fellowes, J haue dꝛeamed a 
wonderkull dꝛeame, foꝛ two Angels haue taken and 
boꝛne me with great iop befoze the dinine Paieſtie. 
And the other Burgeſſe awoke, and ſaid, Thy dzeame 
is 


foz to beguile this villaine, becauſe that he is a right, 
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is wonderfull, but I ſappoſe that mine is farre fairer 
then thine is: foz I dꝛeamed that two Angels dzew 
me on hard ground, foz to lead me intohell. And 
after they did awake the villaine, which as dꝛeadtu ll 
ſaid , who is here:? and they anſwered, le bee thy 
ſellowes. And he ſaid to them, how be peſo ſoong 
returned? and they ſaid, we departed not pet fiem 
hence. And he laid to them, by my faith J dꝛeamed 
that the Angels had led one of pou into heaven, and 
the other into hell. Wherefoze J ſuppoſed that pon 
ſhould neuer haue come againe, and therefoze J a- 
roſe bp from flepe, and becauſe J was hungry, J 
dꝛew the loafe out of the Ouen and ate it. Thus oit 
it hapneth, that he which ſuppoſeth to beguile ano- 
ther, is beguiled hunſelfe. 


The xi. Fable is of the Labourcr 

and the Nightingale. | 
e was ſometime a Labourer which had a 
garden that was very pleaſant, into the which 
he oft went to2 his diſpozt and pleaſure, and one day 
at euen, when he was weary, and had trauailed ſoze, 
(02 to take his recreation, he centred into his garden, 
and ſet himſelfe downe vnder a tree, where he heard 
the ſong cf the Nightingale. And foz the great pleas 
(ure and toy which he tooke thereof, he ſonght,and af 
the laſt found the meanes to take the Nightingale, 

tothe end that be might haue greater ioy and plea- 
ſure of her afterward. And when ſhe was taken, ſhe 
demanded of the Labourer, UWherefoze haſt thou 
taken ſo great paine to take me? foz well thou wot⸗ 


fell thou maieſt haue no great p2ofit by me. And the 
Labous 


| red,foz no good will J ſmg while J am 
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Labourer anſwered thus to the Nightingale, (oz (f;aveſt gri 


heare thee ſing I haue taken thee, and the Nightin. 
gals anſwered, Certainly, in vaine thou haſt labon. 
in pꝛiſon. 
Then the Labourer anſwered, if thou ſingeſt not 
well, A ſhall eate thee. And then the Nightingale 
ſaip, I thou put me within a pot foz to bee ſodden, 
little meate ſhalt thou haue of my body : and if then 
ſetteſt me to be roſted, there ſhall be lee, and there. 
loʒe bopled no2 roſted thou ſhait not fill thy belly of 
me; but it᷑ thou let me file I ſhall do thee great good; 
fo2 thꝛee things I ſhall teach thee, which thou ſhalt 
loue better then thꝛee fat Kine. Then the Labourer 
let the Nightingale flie. And when ſhee was out of 
his hands and that ſhe was vpon a free, ſhe ſaid to 
the Labourer, Pp friend, J haue pzomiſed thee that 
Iſhall teach thee thzee things, whereof the firſt is 
this, that thou beleene nothing which is impoſſible: 
the ſecond is, that thou keeps well that is thine:and 


the third is, that thou take no ſo2row fo2 the thing 


loſt, which may not be recouered. And ſoone after the 
Nightingale began to ſing, ein her ſong ſaid thus: 
Bleſſed be God which hath deliuered me out of the 
hands of this villaine oz churle, which hath net 
knowne, ſeene no: touched the pzecions Diamond 
which A haue within my belly : fo2 if he had found it 
he had beene right tich, and from his hands J had not 


eſcaped. And the Labourer which heard her ſong, 


began to complaine and to make great ſozrow, and 

after ſaid, J am vnhappy that A haue loſt ſo faire a 

freaſure. And the Nightingale ſaid fo the Labon- 

rer, Now know J well that thou art a foole, fo: — 
| | take 
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takeſt griefe foz that which thou ſhouldſt haue none: 
ind ſoone thou halt fozgofen my doctrine , becauſe 
thou ſuppoſel that in my belly there ſhould be a pze- 
cious ſtone, moze heauy than Jam, and J told and 
have taught to the,thou ſhouldſt neuer beleene that 
thing which is vapoſſible : and if that ſtone were 
thine, why haſt thou loft it? and il thou haſt loſt it, and 
canſt not reconer if, why takeſt thou ſozxow foz it ? 
Therefoze it is vaine to chaſtite oz teach n foole, that 
will neuer belene the doctrine and inſtrud ion that is 
taught him. 
Fable vii. of the Rhetorician and the 
crooke-backed. 
Philoſopher ſaid once vnto his ſonne,that when 
he were fallen by chance info ſome dammage oz 


out of it, to the end that afterward he ſhould be no 
moze bered therewith, as it appeareth by this fable. 
Ok a certaine Rhethozician, which once demanded 
Joka Ring, that all of them which ſhould enter into 
the City, hauing ſome kind of fault in their bodies. 
as crooked 02 counterfeited, he might haus of them 
at the entry ofthe gate a penny. The which requeſt 
the King granted, and made his letters to be ſealed, 
and wzitten vnder his Signet. And he kept them ill 
at the gate, and ol euery one that was lame, ſcabbed, 
02 had any defozmitp on their bodies. he tooke a pen- 
ny. It hapned on a day, that among the reſt a crook⸗ 
backed and defozmed man would haue enfred with- 


vpon his backe a faire Pantle, and afterward came 


perceined 
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perill, as ſoone as he might he ſhould deliver him 


in the city, without gining any penny, and did put 
to the gate. And when the _ beheld him, hes 
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perceiued that he was goggle eyed, and ſaid bntg 
him: Pay me my duty. And the goggle eyed would 
pay him nothing, wherefo2e he tooke from him his 
mantle ; and when he ſaw that he was crookebackey, 
he ſaid vnto him, Thou wouldſt not befoze pay nie a 
penny, but now thou ſhaltpay me twaine. And ag 
they ſtriued together his Mat fell off of his head z the 
Pozter which law his ſcabbed head, ſapd vnto him, 
Sw ſhalt {hou pay thꝛee pence vnto me. And then 
the Poꝛtet yet againe ſet his hands vpon him, and 


felt that his body was all ſcabbed. And as they were 


thus wꝛeſtling together, the crookebacked fell to the 
ground, and hurt himſelle ſoze vpon the legges. And 
then the Poꝛter ſaid vnto him thou ſhalt pay me fine 
pence, foz thy body is all counterfeited. Uherefoze 
thou ſhalt leaue here thy mantle : and if thou hadſt 
paide a penny at the firſt, thou haddeit gone on thy 
way fra and quiet, without any further moleſtation. 
Thereloze he is wile that papeth that he oweth, to 
the endthat thereof come not to him greater da- 
mage- 
Tne ſeuenth Fable maketh mention 
of a Diſciple and a ſheepe. 
Here was ſometime a Diſciple which tooke his 
pleaſure to rehearſe and fellmany Fables. The 
Dilciple pꝛaped his maſter to tell him a long fable: 
the Bafſfer anſwered, Beware it happen not vnt 
bs as it appeareth by this pzeſent Fable, of a Ring 
and of his Fabulatoz. And the Diſciple ſaid to his 
Maſter; J p2ay thee tell me how it befell. And the 


Maſter ſaid vnto his diſciple, There was ſometime 


a King that had a fabulatour, which rehearſed vntq 
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vnto | him oft times when he would fleepe, fine Fables to * 
ould teiopce o2 make the Ning merry, and to make him | 
1 hig | fall aCcepe. But it hapned on a dap, that the King 
key. | being heavy and ſad, could in no wiſe fall afleepe. 
ne a And after the ſaid Fabulatoz had rehearſed his fiue 
d as Fables, the King deſired to heare moze. And then 
t the the ſaid Fabulatoz rehearſcv vnto him thzce ſhozt 
him, Fables. And then the King ſapd vnto him, That he 
then | would heare one moze longer, and then ſhail I lleepe. 
and And the Fabulatoz thenrehearied vnto him ſuch a 
vere Fable as heere ſhall be ſhewed, of a rich man that 
the vent to market oz faire to buy Shcepe, and which 
Ind man bought a thouſand Sheepe. And as he was re- 
fine turning from the faire, he came to a Riner; and be. 
e cauſe oł the great water he could not paſſe over the 
at bzidge: neuertheleſſe, he went ſo long to and fro on 
thy the rinage of the ſaid Riner, that at the laſt he found 
on, a narrow way, vpon the which might paſſe ſcant 
to thꝛee ſheepe at once; and thus he paſſed, and had them 
da- | over one after another. And hitherts rehearſed of 
this Fable, the Fabulato2 fell aſleepe:and anone af. 
fer the King awoke the Fablatoz, and ſapd to him 
thus: J pꝛap thee that thou wilt make an end of 
his the Fable which thou haſt begunne fo tell me: and 
he | the Fabulatoz anſwered him in this manner: Dir, 
e: | fheRiner is great, and the ſheep are little; WWherfoze 
fo let the Merchant dꝛiue oner his ſheepe, and after 1 
1g | Hall make an end ol my Fable. And then was the 
is | King pacified. And therefoze be thou content with 
he that J haue rehearſed vnto thee, foz there be people 
ie | fo curious in ſpeech, that they cannot be contented 
g with few wozds. 
it The 
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Fable ninth,of the Wolfe, the Fox,and 
the Cheeſe. 

ere was ſometime a Labourer, which could 
not rule his zDren,becanle they (mote with their 
feete ; wherefoze the Labourer (aid to them, A pꝛay 
God the Wolfe may deuoure you vp all. 
wozds when the Wolfe had heard, he hid himſelf 
neere thereabout, and then came to eate them. And 
when night was come, the Labourer vnbonnd hu 
Oren, and let them goe into his houſe. And when 
the molle ſaw the Labourer comming towards him, 
he ſaid, O thou Labourer, many times in the day 
thou diddeſt giue me thy Dren, and therefoze kepe 
thy pꝛomiſe. Then the Labourer ſaid to the Wolfe, 
I p:omiſsd thee nought at all. And the Molle ſayd, 
Ichall not let the paſſe vntill thou perfozme thy pzo- 
miſe. And as they thus ſtroue and contended both 
fogether, they committed the cauſe tobe pleaded be- 
foze a Judge: and as they went to ſ&ke a Judge, they 
meta Fox, to whom they declared the cauſe of their 


_ Acife. Then ſayd the For vnto them J ſhall gine on 


pour cauſe a god ſentence; but J mult ſpeake with 
each of peu apart, and they were content : and the 
For ſaid vato the Labozer,Thoun ſhalt giue me a god 
fat henne, and another to my wiſe, and J ſhall make 
it ſo, that theu and all thins Oren ſhall goe freely to 
thine houſe. Perewith the Labourer was well con- 
tent, and after the For ſaid to the Wolfe, J haue well 
laboꝛed foꝛ the,foz the Labourer ſhall giue vnto the 
agreat Theſe, and let him goe homes with his Dr- 
en; and the Molle was well content. And after the 
Fox ſaid vnto the Wolfe ; Come thou with ma, 
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and Jſhallleade the where the chaſe is: and then 
he led him ts and fro, here and there, vntill ſuch time 
that the moone did ſhine full bꝛightip, and when they 
came to a Well,the Fox leapt vpon it, and ſhewed 
vnto the Wolfe the ſhadow of the Poone, which re- 
juced in the Well, and ſapd to him, Looke new gol⸗ 
ſip how that Cheeſeis faire, great, and bꝛoad: halte 
thee therefoze and go downe, take the faire cheeſe, 
Then the Wolfe ſaid tothe For, Thou muſt be the 
firſt of both that ſhall go downe, and if thou mayeſf 
not bꝛing it vp with ther becauſe ofthe greatnelle, J 
then ſhall come to helpe the; andthe For was con- 
tent, becauſe there was a couple of buckets, of ths 
which one went downe,and the other came vp; and 
the Fox entred into one of the buckets and deſcended 
into the Mell, and being downe, he called vnte the 
Molle, ſaying : Goſſip come hither and helpe, fo; 
the Cheeſe is ſo bigge that cannot bears it. Then 
the Wolfe being afraid that the For would eate the 
Cheeſe,entred haſtily info the other backer, and ag 
faſt as the Wolfe went downe, the Fox came vp; 
and when the Wolfe perceiued the For comming, he 
ſaid vnfo him: Py goſſip, ye goe hence: Thou ſaiſt 
true, ſaid the fox, foz thus it is with the wozld, as 
one commeth downe, the other goeth bp. Thus the 
for thꝛough his ſubtilty departed, and left the wolle 
in the Mell:ſo loſt the Wolfe both the Dren and the 
Cheeſe. It is not good thersfoze fo leaue that which 
ls certaine, foz that which is vncertaine, foz many 
be in like ſoꝛt deceined by the falſhood and deceit of 
Aduvcates and Judges. | 
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The tenth Fable, is of the busband, the 
mother, and the wife. 

TI was a merchant that married a young wo⸗ 

man which had her mother pet aliue. It hapned 
that this Merchant went onte into a farre Coun. 
treꝝ fo2 to buy ſome wars ; and as he was going, hee 
tooke his wife vnto his mother, to kepe and rule her 
honeſtly fitlhe came againe. His wife then by the 
conſent of her mother, enamourcd her ſelfe on a faite 
young man, which gaue her mony to buy good chere, 
And as thep thꝛee made merry, the huſband came a- 
gainefrom the faire, and knockt at the dooze, where⸗ 
at they were adaſched. Then ſapd the Pother vnto 
them, Feare not, but doe as Iſhall tell you, and cars 
not: then ſaid ſhe to the young man take this ſwozd 
and goe fo the gate, and beware pou ſay no woꝛd to 
him, but let me alone: ; as the huſband would haue 
entred into the houſe, ſeeing the young man holding 
a naked ſ iu, he was greatly afraid: and then the 
mother ſaid to him; Py ſonne, thou art welcome, be 
not afraid of this man, foꝛ thꝛee ranne after him fo 
to haue ſlaine him, and by chance he found the dooze 
open, and this ts the tauie why he came hither to ſaue 
his life. Then the hulband ſaid to them, Pee haue 
done well, and Icon pou great thanke. Thus went 


the poung man his way ſafely by the ſubtilty of the 


mother and the daughter: to the which truſt not thy 
ſelfe, ik thou be wiſe. 
Fable xi. of an harlot or bawde. 
12 was ſometime a Gentleman hich. had 
a chaſfe wife, and wonderſull faire, this gentle- 
man would haue gone on pilgrimage to Rome, = 
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teft his wife at home,becanſe that he knew her foz a 
good and chaſte woman: It hapned on a dap as ſhe 
went into the towne, that a faite young man was 
enamoured on her, and tooke on him hardineſſe, and 
required her or lene, and p2omiſed her very many 
faire gifts. But ſhe was good, à had rather. die than 
conſent thereto:whereloꝛe the yong man almoſt died 
loꝛ ſ(o2row, to the which fellow came an old woman 
that demannded of him the cauſe of his ſickencſle. 
And the young man diſcouered vnto her all the mat- 
ter,aſking helpe and counſel! ot her. And the old wo- 
man being wily and malicious, ſaid vnto him; Be of 
good courage, and feare not, foz 4 fhall ſo bzing a- 
bout this feat, that thou chalt haue thy will fulftlled. 
And after this, the olde bawde went home vnto her 
owne houſe, and made a Cat which ſhe had at home 
to kaſt thzee dates one after another and alter that 
tooke ſome bzead, with a great quantity of muſtard 
vpon it, and gaue the ſame vnto her Cat foz to eate. 
And when the Cat ſmelled it, ſhe began ſoz to weepe 
and cry. And the oid woman went unte the houſe of 
the young woman, and bare her little C at with her, 
the which good and young woman, receiued and wel⸗ 
tommed her very honeſtly, becauſe that all the towne 
held her fo2 a godly woman: and as they were talk- 
ing together, the young woman hadpitty of the Caf 
which wept, and demanded of the old woman what 
the Cat apled. And the old woman ſaid to her, Ya 
my faire daughter, renue not my ſoꝛrow; and ſaying 
theſe wozds,ſhe began to weepe,and ſaid, My friend, 
ſoꝛ no good will A tel thee the canſe why my cat wes 
peth ; and the young woman laid, V. good mother, 
N 2 Ipzap 
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J pꝛay pou that you will tell me the canſe wherefoze 
pour Cat wepeth. And the old woman ſaid to her, 
Py friend, J will, if thou wilt ſweare that thou ſhalt 
neuer rehearſe it to any body. To the which pꝛomiſe 
the good and true young Nloman accozded her lelfe, 
ſuppoſing thal it had bene all good, and ſaid, J will. 
And then the old Woman ſaid to her in this maner, 
My friend, the (ame Cat which thou ſerſt vonder, 
was my daughter, which was wonderfull faire, gra- 
cions and chaſte, which a young man loved much, and 
becauſe ſhe refaſed him, he dped fo2 loue; wherefoze 
the gods hauing pity on him, have turned mp daugh. 
ter to this Cat. And the young woman, ſuppoſing 
that her old mother had ſaid truth, ſaid to her in this 
manner, Alaſle my faire mother, J wot not what J 
ſhall poe,fo2 ſuch caſe may weli happen to me. Foz 
in this towne is a young man which almoſt dyed fo; 
the loue ot me. But fo2 the loue of my Yuſband, fo 
whom J ought to.keepe my ſelſe chaſſe, J have not 
granted to hun, neuertheleſſe, J ſhall doe that that 
thou ſhalt counſell me. And the old woman ſaid to 
her, Þy fciend, haue pitie vpen him ſo ſoone 2s thou 
maieſt, left it befail to the as it did to my danghy 
fer. The young woman then anſwered fo her, and 
ſatd, If he require me any moꝛe, IJſhall acco2d with 
him, and if he require me no mo2e pet will J p2oferre 
my ſelfe to him. and fo the end J offend not the gods, 
I ſhall accomplifhit as ſoone as J may. The olo wo- 
man then tooke leaue of her, and went to the young 
man, and rehearſed to him alltheſe tidings, whereof 
his heart was iopfull, and anon he went to the pong 
woman, and with her fulfilled his deſire. Thus we 
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m ay (ee, what euils may be done by bawdes, wheres 
foze A would toGodthey were all burnt, 


The xii. Fable is of a blinde man and 
his Wife. 

eee ſometime a blinde man which had a 
faire wife, of whom he was iealous, wherefo:e 

he kept her ſo that ſhe might goe no where, foz ener 
he held her by the hand. In the end, ſhe was ena. 
moured of a poung youth, but they could not finde 
the meanes to fulfill their will: notwithſtanding the 
eUoman which was ſubtile and ingenious, counſel- 
led her friend that he ſhould come to her houſe, and 
that he ſhould enter into the garden, ond clime vp in- 
to a tr the did as ſhe bad him, and hauing made 
their enterpꝛiſe, the Moman came againe into her 
houſe, and ſaid vnts her huſband, Mr friend, J be⸗ 
ſ&ch you that you will gos into the garden foz to di- 
ſpozt vs a while there. And the blind man was con⸗ 
tent, and ſaid to his wife Mell my friend, J am con- 
tent, let vs noe thither : and as they were vnder the 
Peare tre, ſhe ſaid fo her Yuſband, Py friend J 
pꝛay the let me goe vp into the free, and J will ga- 
ther foz vs both ſome faire Peares. Mell my friend 
ſaid the blind man, doe ſo? and when ſhe was vpon 
the tree, ſhee began to ſhake the Peare tree at one 
ſide, and the young man at the other other de: when 
the blind man heard the Peare free ſhake thus hard, 
and the noiſe they made, he ſaid, Ah ill woman, albeit 
A ſee thee not. Nenertheleſſe J feele and vnderſtand 
thee, but I heartily beſeech the gods to ſend me my 
fight againe: and as ſoone as he had made his pzay- 
1 er, 
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er, Iupiter reſtczed to him his ſight. TUhen he ſaw 
that pageant vpon the tre, he ſald to her, Ah vnhap- 
py Woman, J ſhall neuer haue top with the. And 
foz that theyopung woman was ready in ſperch, and 
very ſubt ill withall . ſhe replyed pꝛeſently in this ma⸗ 
ner, My Friend, thou art beholding to mer fo2 thy 
fight, fo2 J neuer teaſed day ne2 night to p2ay vnto 
the gods, that they would render vnto thee thy ſight; 
Uherefo2e the goodeſſe Venus biſibly ſhewed her- 
ſclke to me, and (atd, That it J would doe ſon:e plea» 
ſure to the ſaid young man ſhe weuld reffo2e to theo 
thy ſight: and thus am Jthe cauſe of it. Then the 
good man ſaid to her, My right deare wife and good 
friend, J cry the mercy, and thanke th& greatly, fo; 
thou haſt done right to — and J great wz2ong to 

the. | 

Fable x111. of tha Taylor, the ſteward 
and his ſervants. 

An ought not to doe pnto others, that which 
he would not haue done vnto himſrite, as it 
appeareth by this pꝛeſent fable, of a ſteward which 
bad a Tayloz, which was a good wozkeman, as a⸗ 
ny was in thoſe dapes, which Taploz had mony 
ſeruants, whereof one was called Medius, that ſur- 
mounted all the other in ſhaping o2 ſowing; wherc- 
toze the Steward commanded his fcruants, that 
the ſayd taploꝛ ſhould alwapes fare well when they 
were at his houſe, and eate and dzinke of the beſt. It 
hapned on a day that the Steward ganc vnto them 
very delicions meate, in which was ſome hony, and 
betauſc that Medius was not there, the Steward 
ſaid vnts the teſt, that they ſhould keepe ſome of that 
meate 
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meate foꝛ him. Then the maſter taploꝛ anſwered, 
He muſt haue none, fo2 if he were here, he would not 
eate of it, loʒ he did neuer loue honey. And as they 
had done, Medius tame, and demanded of his fel⸗ 
lowes, dUhy kept ye no part of this meate foꝛ mc 2 
Then the Steward anſwered, Becauſe that thy ma- 
ſter ſaid, Thou neuer didſt eafe any bony, and there; 
loꝛe no paxt ol the meate was kept fo2 thee. And Me · 
dius anſwered neuer a woꝛd, but beganne to thinke 
how he might quite his maſter. Upon a day as 
Medius was alone, the Steward demanded of him, 
if he knew no man that could wozke ſo well as his 


. maſter? And Medius ſaid nay, and that it was great 


pittie of a ſickneſſe that he had. Then the Steward 
demanded what ſickneſſe it was? and Medius ans 
ſwered, Pp Lo2d, when he isentred into his fren- 
zie 02 Woodnelle, there tommeth vpon him a rage. 
And how ſhall J know it, ſaid the Stewarde Cer- 
tainly,my Lozd, ſaid Medius, When yer ſhall ſee that 
he ſhall ſit at his wozke,and that he ſhall looke here 
and there,and ſhall nite vpon the bozd with his fiſt, 
then map pe know that his fickneſſe commeth vpon 
him. And then, without pe take him and binde him, 
and alſo beate him well, he ſhall doe great harme and 
damage. And the ſteward ſaid fo him,Care not there 
foze,my friend,foz well J ſhall beware of him. And 
the next moꝛning the ſteward came fo ſee the Tay. 
lozs. And then Medius, which knew well the cauſe 
of his comming, tooke away ſecretly his Paſterg 
ſheres, and hid them, and anon his mafer began 
to looke fo2 them, ſearched all about here and there, 
and ſmote with his fit vpon the booꝛzd. And then the 
N 4 maſter 
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Pater Steward began to looke on his manners, 
and ſnddainely made him to bee taken and holden by 
his ſeruants, and after made him to be bound & well 
beaten. Then was the Paſter Mayloz all abalhed, 
and demanded of him, Pp Lozd, Wherefoze doe vou 
beate me ſo truelly? What offence haue J done, that 
J muſt be bound and thus beaten? And then the ſte. 
ward ſaid to him in this manner, becauſe Medius told 
me that thou art franticke, and if thou be not well 
bound and beaten, thou wouldeſt doe great harme. 
And the maſter came to his ſeruant Medius, and ri- 
go:ouſly ſaid vnto him,. Ha thou bad boy, full of euill 
wo2ds, when ſaweſt thou me mad ? And his ſeruant 
p2oudly anſwered him, My maſter, When diddeſt 
thou ſ&@ that Jateno honny? Therefoze A th:ew 
to the one bone foꝛ another. And the maſter Ste⸗ 
ward and all his ſeruants began to laugh. & ſaid that 
he had well done. Wherefoze men ought not to doe 
vnto others, otherwiſe then they would ſhould be 
done vnto themſelnes, 


Here followeth the Fables of Poge 
the Florentine. 


The firſt Fable,is of the ſubtilty ofa woman for 
to deccine her husband. 

12 falhood of women is maruellous, as it 
appeareth by this fable. Of a Perchant that 
was neiolp wedded onto a faire young wo- 

man, which Perchant went ouer the Ses to bup 

and ſell, and fo2 fo get maintenance whereby to 


liue honeſtly; and becauſe that he ſtaped very long, 
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his wife ſuppoſed that he was dead, and therfoze ths 
enamoured her ſelfe of another man that did vie her 
company, and did her much good - (oz be cauſed her 
houſe to be new built, which hab great nerd of repa⸗ 
ration, and much goods alſo he bzought into the ſame. 
And along time after the departing of the ſaid wer. 
chant, he came againe to his houſe, which he ſaw 
buttded,and ſaw divers diſhes, pottes, pannes, and 
ſuch other houſhold⸗ſtuſſe, wherefoze he aſked of his 
wife, how ſhe had found the meane to haue repaird 


ſo ſoundly his houſe? And ſhe anſwered that it 


was by the grace of God. And hee ſaid, Bleſſed be 
God fo21t, And when he was within the Chamber, 
he ſaw the bedde very richly couered, and the walls 
well hanged, and demanded of his wife as he had 
done befoze,and ſhe anſwered as befoze. Foz which 
he thanked God as he had done befoze. And as her 
was ſet at dinner, there was bꝛought befoꝛe him vn- 
to his wiſe, a child of the yeares of age, oz therea- 
bout, whereof he demanded of his wife to whom 
this poung child belonged : and ſhe ſaid God of his 
godneſſe hath ſent it me. Then ſaid the Perchant 
to his wife in this manner, I render nothankes fo 
God fo2 this, foz he hath taken too much paine vp- 
on my wozke, and Jwill not that in any wiſe her 
meddle any moze therewith, foz ſuch things belong 
onely to me, and not to him. 


Ihe ſecond Fable, is of the woman 
and the hypocrite. 
Be generation oz birth of the hypocrite is dam. 
nable and enill. As it appeareth by this — 
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which Poge rehearſeth vnto vs, which faith : that 
ſometime he found himſelle in a good fellowſhip, 
where he heard a fable rehearſed, the tennoz whereof 
falloweth;and the (aid Poge laid, That of all the gods 
ofthe woꝛld the hypocrites be poſſeſſozs. Foz how. 
beit that an hypocrife hath ſometime a will to helpe 
a pooze man, pet he hath this commodity in him, that 
he had rather ſer a man lie at point of death, then ſaue 
his lile with a halfe-penny ; and his pꝛeſumption is 
called hypocriſte, as pe ſhall heare by the fable fol- 
lowing, the which ſaith : that ſometime the cuſtome 
ok all the pooze was, that they went befoze folkes 
dooꝛes without ſaying any wozd. It hapned at that 
time,that a pooze man, honeſt and of good life, went 
to get his liuing from one dooze fo another: and bpon 
a day among other, he went and (ef himſelle vpon 
a great Fone befoze the dooze of a Middow, which 
widdow was accuſtomed euer to gine ſomewhat. 
And when the good woman knew that he was at the 
dooze, ſhe bꝛought him his poztion as ſhe was accu- 
ſtomed; and as ſhe gaue to him the meate, ſhe looked 
on him, and ſering him ſo faire and well made of bo- 
dp, ſhe then filled with carnall concupiſcence, and 
burning in the fire ol lone, required & inſfantly pꝛap⸗ 
ed him, that he would refurne thither within theer 
dapes, and pꝛomiſed to him that ſhe would giue him 
à right good dinner: and the pooze man ſaid vnto her 
that he would: And when hee came againe, hee ſet 
hiinſelfe befoze the dooze of the Middowes houſe, 
and the woman well knew when hee ſhould come, 
twherefo2e ſhee came to the gate 4 ſaid, Tome in, good 
man, foz we thall dine together: whereto the pooze 
man 
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man allented, and entred into the houſe, and the wid- 
pow cane to him good meate and good dzinke. And 
when ther had well dined, the ſaid widdow p2aiſed 
the good man greatly, and aſter ſhe kiſſed him, tcqui- 
ring him that ſhe might haue the copy of his love: 
and then the pooze man all aſhamed, knowing her 
thought and will, anſwered thus to her: Certainely 
my good miſtreſſe J dare not, but neuerthelelle, J 
would faine doe it. And the WMiddow ail infiamed 
with lone, pꝛaped him moꝛe and moze.And when the 
pooꝛe man (aw that he might ret excuſe himielie, he 
ſaid to the widdow in this manner: My friend, ſith 
thou deſireſt me to doe ſo great an euiiß J take God 
to my witnelle that thou ait cauſer of it: foꝛ J am 
not conſenting to the ded ; but ſaying theſe words, 
he yeelded to her will. 

Fable iii. of the young woman which accuſed 

her husband of defect. 

JOge the Flozentine ſaith, that ſometime there 
mas a man named Nexus Depacis, which of his 
age was among the Flozentines right ſage and 

wile. This Nerus had a faire daughter the which tee 
maried to a faire pong man and a rich,q ofa good pa- 
tentage:the which young man, the next dap after the 
feaſt ofthe wedding, did leade her into his Caſtle, a 
little wap without the city of Flozence. And within 
few dayes after, this young man bꝛought his wife a- 
gaine to Floꝛence, vnto the houſe of her father Ne- 
rus : who made them a feaſt, as it was accuſtomed to 
doe all that time, in ſome place, eight dates after the 
wedding. Mhen the new married woman was come 
againe to her fathers houſe, ſhe made not _— 

chere, 
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cheere, but ener ſhe looned downeward fo the earth; 
all ſad and melancholious. And when her mother ſaw 
her daughter ſo ſozrowfull, and of mourning coun- 
fenance, the called her into a Chamber, whereas no 
body was but they two,andaſked of her the cauſe 
of her ſoꝛrow, ſaying : How fare pee my daughter? 
Uhat want pe, Yaue pe not all things comming to 
you after pour deſtre 2 Wherefoze take pe fuch hea⸗ 
uineſſe? Then the Danghter weeping ſaid vnto her 
Mother, Alas my mother, Ye haue not marryed mg 
to a man, foz of ſuch a thing as a man ought to haue, 
he hath neuer a deale, ſauing a litle part of the thing 
foz which wedding is made. And then the Mother 
right ſozrowfull and wꝛoth of this euill foꝛtune, went 
to her huſband Nerus, and fold him ok the euill hap 
ok her daughter, whereof he was greatly wzoth and 
ſoꝛe troubled. And ſoone after this foztune was fold 
among all the linage of Nerus, whereof they were all 


ſo2rowfull,to hearethat ſo faire and comely a young 


man, endned with ſo many good gifts and graces, 
beſtdes riches and renomne, was faulty of the thing 
fo2 which marriage is made. Nevertherleſſe, the ta- 
bles were ſet and covered, and when time of dinner 
came,the young man came into the honſe of Nerus, 
with diners of his frients and his parents, and in- 
continent they ſet them all downe at the table, ſome 
with heaup and ſozrowfull harts, ę ſome with merry 
mindes and iopfull countenances. And when the 
young man ſaw, that his friends made good cheere, 
and that all the friends of his wife were heaup and 
fad, he pꝛaped and beſought them, that they would 
tell him the cauſe ol their heauinefe and ſozrow, but 
g nont 
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Inone of them all would anſwer him. Neuerthe- 
leſſe, he beſought them againe; and then one of them | 
full of fozrow, and moꝛe fozward in ſpeech then any 1 

the reft,ſaid, Certainely my faire ſonne, thy Wife rad 
hath told vs that thou art no perfeaman. At theſe . 
woꝛds the pong man began to laugh, and ſaid with | 
an high vopce, that all that were there might vnder- 
ſtand him, Py Parents and my friends, make good 
cheere, foz the cauſe of pour ſozrow ſhall ſoone be 
appeaſed ; and then he being cloathed with a ſhozf 
gowne, vntyed his hoſen, and tooke his member 
zut with his hand, which was great and very ſnffi- 
cient,and laid the ſame vpon the table, ſothat all the 
company there pꝛeſent might ſ& it. Wherefo2e all 
the fellowſhip were very toyfull and glad, many of 
the men wiſhing themſelnes the like, and divers of 
the women deſiring that their huſbands had ſuch an 
inſtrument. And then ſome of the friends and Pa- 
rents of Nerus daughter, went to her and ſaid, t hat 
the had done great w2ong to complaine of her Puſ- 
band, fo: he had wherewith ſhe might be wellcon- 
fented, and blamed her great folly. To whom the 
anſweredfn this manner, ſaying, My friends, why 
blams you me? Jcomplaine not without a cauſe: 
Fo2 our Aſſe which is a bzute Beaſt, hath a member 
as great as mine arme, and my husband which is a 
man, his member is ſcarce halle ſo great: wherefoꝛe 
theflmple and voung damſell weend, that men ſhould 
haue their members as great oz greater then Afes- 
Cherekoꝛe it is off ſaid, that much lacketh he of that 
that a fools thinketh oz weeneth, : 


The 


—— — — 


I EE 
- - - * 


The Fables of Poge. 
The fourth Fable of hunting 
and hawking. 

Oge a Flozentinerehearſeth to vs, how once he 

was in fellowt{hippe whers men ſpake of the ſq. 
perfine cure of them which gonerne the dogs and 
Hawkes: Whereof a Millanois named Paulus be- 
gan tolaugh,and required of Poge that he would re. 
hearſe ſome fable of the laid Yawkes, and foz loue of 
the fellowſhip hæ laid in this manner. Dometime 
there was a Phylicion which was a Millauois. This 
Phyſicion healed foles of all manner of folly , andin 
what manner he healed them J ſhall fell pou. This 
Lech had within his houſe a great garden,and in the 
midſt of it was a great and deepe pit, which was full 
of ſtinking watec;and within che ſaid pit the Phyſt. 
tion put the foclcs after the quantity of their fooliſh⸗ 
nelle, ſome vnto the kne, and other vnko the bellie. 
And there he bound them to a poſt, but none he put 
der per then vnto the ſtomacke, foz doubt of farther 
inconuenience. It hapned then that among other, 
one was bꝛought to him, which he put into the ſaid 
water vp tothe thighes. Mhen hee had beene the 
ſpace of fiftcene dapes within the ſaid water, he be- 
gan fo be peaceable and had his wit againe. And that 
he might take ſome diipozt and conſolation, he requi⸗ 
red his keeper that he might walke about the Gar- 
den, pꝛomiſing not to depart.thereout. The keeper 
that kept him, vnbound him from the take, and had 
hin out ofthe water. And when he had beene many 
dayes out of the pit, he went n&re vnto the gate of 
the Garden, but durſt not goe out, leſt he ſhouls bee 
put againe within the ſaid pit. Npon a time he went 
: vuto 
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vnto the gate, and as hee looked all about, he faw a 
faire young man on hozſebacke, that bare a Spar- 
ehe | bawkeon his fit, and had with him a couple of faire 
ſq. Spaniels; whertat the foole was all abaſhed, and bee 
ind | cauſe of nouelty, he called the laid pong man, ſaying, 
be. 4 Þyfriend, J pꝛar the thou wilt tell me what that 
re. | is thon art ſet vpon. And the young man ſaid. It is a 
e of | bo2ſe, which doth p2ofit me to chaſe and beate mee 
me where I pleaſe. Then he aſkedof him, What is that 
thou beareſt on thy fiff, and whereto is it good? and 
in | the young man anſwered him, It is a ®parhawke 
his | Which is good to take Partriches and Nuailes. Pet 
the | *gaine did the foole demaund of him, Þy friend, 
ati what are thoſe that doe follow thee, and wherefoze 
{. are they good? Then the young man anſwered him, 
h- | tbey be Dogs, and are good to ſearch and find Par- 
triches c Nuailes ; and when they haue raiſed them, 
ut | my Sparhawketakes them,whereof pzoceedeth bn- 
er | fomegreatioy and pleaſure. And the foole deman- 
| ded agatne,Uhat p2ofit ſhall all that they cake in 
id the whole peare bzing thee? And the young man 
be laid vnto him, Foure o2 fine crownes, oz therabouts. 
e. | What,nomoze,ſaid the foole > And how much hall 
at ther diſpend ther in a yeere? And the young man an⸗ 
i- | (\wered, Fo2ty oꝛ fifky crownes. And when the foole 
r. | beardtheſe wo2ds,he ſaid againe to the young man, 
x [| © my friend, J pꝛay thee that ſoone thou wilt depart 
from hence, foz if our Phyſicion come, he ſhall put 
the into the ſame pit, becauſe thou art a foole: 4 
f was put in it vpto the thighes, but he will ſurely 
0 put thee therein vp to the chinne: foz thou doſt com- 
t mit the greateſt folly that euer I heard ſpoken * 
; nd 
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And therefoze the ſtudy of hunting and hawking is 
a ſlothfull cure, and none ought to dee it without hee 
were very rich, and a man cf linelyhood, and pet it 
ought not to be done often but ſometime foz to take 
dilpozt,and to dꝛiue away melancholy. 
The v. Fable is ot the recitation of 
ſome monſters. 
Oge of Flozence reciteth how in His fime one 
named Hugh, Paince of the Medices, ſaw a Cat 
that hab two heads, and his legges befoze and be- 
hind were double, as they had bene toyned together. 
Alſo abone the marches of Italp, within a meddow 
was ſometimea Cow, which bzonght fozth a Ser- 
pent of maruelleus greatneſſe. right hideous and 
fearefull ; fo firft he had the head greater then the 
head of a calfe. Secondly, he had a necke of the length 
of an Alſe,and his body made after the hkeneſſe of a 
Dogge and his taile was wonvzous thicke and long 
withont compariſon. And when the Tow ſaw that 
ſhe has made ſuch a birth, and that within her belly 
the had bozne ſo humble a beaſt, ſhe was very feare- 
kull, and lifted her ſelfe vp, and ſappoſed fo haue fled 
away ; but the Serpent with his long kaile enlates 
her two hinder legges, and then the Serpent began 
to ſucke the Cow, 4 ſucked ſo long till that he found 
ſows milke. And as ſoone as the Cow could eſcape 
krom him, the fled vnto the other kine, but incon⸗ 
finent het paps. and her hinder legs, and all that the 
Serpent touched, was all blacke a great time after. 
And ſoone after, the laid Cow made a faire Calle, 
the which marnaile was anonched fo the ſaid Poge, 
he being at Ferrara. And pet againe ſoone after that 
thers 
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ig is | there was found in a rivera monſter mariner of the 41 
t hee Sea, ok the koꝛme v2 likeneſſe as followeth, Fitſt he | 
ef it had from the nauell vpward the likeneſſe of a man, x 
take from the nauell downward, like the lozine oz mas 

king ofa fiſh,the which pact was gemine, that is to 

ſap, double. Secondly he had a great head, and he 

had great hoznes aboue his eares- Alſo he had great 
one | paps,and a wondertull great 4 hozrible month, and 
Cat | his hands reached into his intrailes oz bowels, and 
be- | at both his elbowes he had wings right bꝛoad and 
ther, great ot fiſhes mailes, wherewith he ſwummed, and 
dow { onely he had but the head out of the water. It hap- 
Bec. | ned then, that as many women waſhed cloathes at 
and I the ſato riger,that this hozrible and dzeadfall Beaſt 
| the | foz defauit of meat came ſwimming toward the ſaid 
agth woman. Dfthe which he tooke one by the hand, and 
of a {| ſuppoſed to haue dzawne her into the water, but ſhe 
long was ſtrong and well aduiſed, greſiſted the ſaid mon⸗ 
that | fer, and as ſhe defended her lelfe, ſhe began to cry 
'elly | With a high voyce,Yelpe,helpe, whereupon five woe 
are. men ranne vatoher, and by hurling of ſtones they 
fled ew the laid monſter. Alſo Poge ſaith, that being 
ices at Ferrara, he ſaw the ſaid Monſter, and ſaid, that 
gan | divers young childzen were accuſtomed foz to wath 
und and bathe themſelues in the ſaid rider, but they came 
ape | not all home againe, wherefoze the women waſhed 
ons | their clothes nomoze at the ſaid Pozt: fo2 the folke 
the | ſuppoſed that the Ponſter killed and deuoured the 
fer, | young childzen which were dzowned. Aldo, within 
lte, | alittle while after it befell about the marches of J- 
oe, faly, that there was a child bozne which had two 
hat | beads, and two viſages, beholding one another. 
ers D | ang 
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and the armes of each other embꝛated the body, the 
which body from the nanill vpward was iopned, 
ſaue the two heads, and from the nauell downward, 
the lims were all ſeparated one from another, in ſuch 
wiſe, that the lims of generation were ſhewed mani. 
feſtly. Df the which childe, tydings came vnto the 
perſon of Poge at Rome. 


Fable vi of the Parſon,the dogge, and 
the Biſhop. 


Coen cauſeth all things to be done, vnto the hal- 
lowing againe of a place, which is pꝛophane oz 
inter dict. As pe ſhall heare by this p2eſent fable, of a 
P2ieft dwelling in the counttie, which ſometime 
had a dogge which he loued well, the which Pꝛieſt 
was very rich. This dogge by pꝛoceſſe of time died, 
and when he was dead, he buried him in the church- 
yard, becauſe of the great loue wherewith he loued 
him. It hapned ſo, that the Biſhop knew hereof of 
the aduertiſment of ſome other, wherefo2e hee ſent 
fo2 the (aid Pꝛieſt, 4 ſuppoſed to haue of him a great 
ſum of gold, oꝛ elſe he weuld make him to be ſeuere- 
ly puniched. and he wꝛote a letter to the ſaid Pꝛieſt, 
of which the teno2 contained cnely, that he ſhould 
come and fpcake with him. And when the Pꝛieſt had 
read the ietter, he vnderſtood well all the tauſe, and 
thought in himſelfe that he would haue of him ſome 
ſiluer, foꝛ he knew well enough the condition of the 
Biſhop: and foꝛthwith he tooke his bꝛeuiar g a hun- 
dꝛed ccownes with him, and went foz to ſpeake with 
his Pꝛelate, and when he came befoze him, the Pre- 
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lafe beganne fo ſhew him the enoꝛzmitp of his mil⸗ 
deede:and the Pꝛieſt anſwered, Right reuerend Fa- 
ther, il ye knew the ſoneraigne pꝛouidence wherewith 
the ſaid dogge was filled, ye wonld not maruell iſ he 
hath wel deſerued fo be buried honeſtly and wozſhip- 
fully among men: he was all filled with humane 
witte,as wellin his life,as in the article of his death, 
And then the Biſhop ſaid, Vow may that be? Re- 
hearſe tome then the whole manner of hts life. Then 
the Pꝛieſt ſaid, Certainelp, right reuerend Father, 
ye ought right well to know, when he was at the ar- 
kicle of Death, he made his teſtament, and the dogge 
knowing your nee and indigence, bequeathed pon 
a hundꝛed crownes of gold: the which J b2ing now 
bntoyou. And the Biſhop fo2 lone of the money al- 
ſovled the pꝛieſt, and alſo allowes the ſame ſepulture. 
And therefoꝛe ſiluer cauſeth all things to be granted 
oz done. 


The vii. Fable, is of the Fox, the Cocke, 
and the dogges. 
A the reward of them that mocke other, is fo 
be mocked theinſelues, as appeareth by this 
pꝛeſent fable, ofa Cocke which ſometime ſaw a fore 
come foward him (oze hungry; which Cocke ſuppo- 
ſed that he came toward him but foz to eate ſome of 


his hens,fo2 which cauſe the cocke made all his hens 


to fly vpon a tree. And the fore began to cry toward 
the Cock good tydings good tydings, and after he ſa- 
luted the cock right reuerently, and demanded of him 
thus, O Goſſip, what doeſt thou here ſo high, and 
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tydings wozthy and p2ofitable foz vs? and then the 
Cocke full of malice anſwe:cd to him, Nay verily 
goſſip,but J pꝛay the tell them vato vs. Then ſaid 
the Foxto the Cocke,Certatnly goſſip, they be the 
beſt that eucr pe heard, koꝛ y may go and talke and 
commune among all beaſts without any harme oz 
damage, and they ſhall doe pou beth pleaſure and all 
ſeruice to them pcſzible. Foz thus it is concluded and 
alſo confirmed by the great councell of beaſts, that 
none be (6 hardie, to vere 02 let in any wiſe none o⸗ 
ther, be it neuer ſo little a beaſt; foz the which good 
tydings, J pꝛap thee that thou wilt come downe, to 
the end that we may ſing Te Deum laudamus fo 
top. But the Cocke knowing well the falſcneſſe of 
the Fore, replycdin this manner, Certatnely my 
b2other and good kriend, thou haſt bzought vnto me 
right good tydings, whereof moze then a hundzed 
times J thanke thee: and ſaying theſe wozds, the 
Cockelift vp his necke t lockt ſarre from him, and 
the fore laid, What golſtp, whereabout lookeft 
thou? And the Cock ſaid, Cectainely my W2other, 
J ſe a couple of Dogs comming hither with open 
mouth, which as J ſuppoſe, come fo2 to b2ing vs 
the tydings thou haſt told vs. And then the for ſhocke 
fo2 feare offhe dogges, and ſatd fo the Cocke, God 
be with you my friend, it is time that J depart hence 
| beſoze the dogges come neerer: and ſaying theſe 
wo2ds,he ran away as faſt as he might; and then ths 
Tockecryed after him, ſaying : Goſſip, wby run. 
neſt thou thus: if the peace be accozded, thou ough- 
teſt to doubt nothing. Ha goſſip, ſaid the fore, J 
doubt that theſe two dogs haue not heard ofthe de⸗ 
cre 
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credo the peace. And thus when a beguiler is be- 
gailed,hereceiueth the ſalarie oz paiment which he 
ought to haue, wherefoze let every man kepe him- 
ſolfe there - from. 


Ogius rehearſeth, that there were two Momen 

in Rome which he knew, of diuers age 4 fozme, 
which came to the Curtiſan to get ſomewhat foz 
their bodies; whom he receined, and it happened, that 
he knew the faireſt of them both twice, and the other 
once, and (o departed. Afterward when they ſhould 
depart, he gaue to them a piece of cloth, not telling 
how much each of them ſhould haue fo2 their part: 
and in paifing ofthe ſaid cloth, there fell betweene 
the women a ſtrife, becauſe one of them demande 
two parts, after the exigence of her wozhe, and the 
other the halfe, each of them ſhewing theirreaſone, 
the one ſaying, that ſhs had ſuffered him twiceto doe 
his pleaſcire, and the other pꝛetended that ſher was 
ready, and in her was no default, and ſo from bꝛaw- 
ling they fell to fighting. And their husbands not 
knowing the cauſe of their ſtrife, each of them defens 
ding his wines cauſe; from the fighting of the wo- 
men, it came fo their husbands, with buffets +xcaſt- 
ing of ſtones, ſo long that men ran betwene them, 
and after the cuſtome of Rome, both the hnsbands 
were bꝛonght fo pꝛilon, bearing eumit ie each to o- 
ther, and not knowing wherefoꝛe. The ſaid cloth 
was put into the hands of women ſecrefly, and not 
parted, but it was ſecretly argned among the wee 
men how it would be parted : and they demanded of 
Docozs what was the law ol it. Ye ſaith allo that 
O 3 a Mer- 
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a Perchant of Flozence bought aYozſe of a man, 
and made his couenant with the ſeller fo2 rrv. Du- 
cats,foz to pay foozthwith in hand rv. Ducats, and 
foz the reſt he would become his debter: and the ſel - 
ler was content, and thereupon deliuered the hozſe, 
and receiued rv. Ducats. And a while after, the ſeller 
demanded of the buyer the reſidue. And he denied the 
papment, and bad him hold his conenant, foꝛ, ſaid 
the buper, we accoꝛded that I ſhould be thp debter, 
and ik I ſhould ſatisfy and pay; J ſhould no moze be 
thy debter. 


Ce telleth bs alſo that there was a Carrike 
of Jene hired into France, fo2 to make warre 
againſt the Engliſhmen, the which Carrike a 
" gentleman of France beheld andſaw, and ſaid hee 
would be auengedon him that bare his armes: wher- 
upon aroſe analteration, inſomuch that the French- 
man pꝛouoked the Genoes to battaile: the Genoes 
accepted the pꝛouocation, 4 came at the day aſſigned 
into the field, without any array oz habiliments of 
warre, and the Frenchman came well appointed into 
the field. And then the patron of the Carrike laid, 
Uherefoze is it that we two ſhould fight this day 4 
make battaile 2 Becauſe, ſaid the other, that thine 
armes be mine, and belonged to me befoze thou hadſt 
them. Then the Genoes laid, It is no need to make 
any battaile therefoze, foꝛ the armes that J beare, is 
not the head ol an Dre, but it is the head of a Cow : 
which thing ſo ſpoken, the noble frenchman was 
. and ſo an halle mocked. * 
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Lo he ſaith, that there was a Phiſicion dwel- 

ling in a Citie, which was a cunning man in 
that Science,and had aſeruant, a young man, that 
made pilles,after a certaine fozme that he had ſhew- 
ed vnto him: and when this young man had dwelled 
long with him, & could perfealy make the pilles, he 
departed from his Paſter, and went into a ſtrange 
Countrie where he was not knowne, letting them 
vnderſtand that he was a cunning. Phiſicion, and 
could gine Medicines foz all kind of diſeaſes, and mi- 
niſtred alwaies his pilles to eugry inan that came to 
him foz remedy. It happened ſo, that a pooze man of 
that place where he was, came to him, and complai- 
ned, how he had loſt his Aſſe, and pzated him to giur 
him a medicine to find his Alte againe; and he gaue 
vnto him the pills, and bade him to receiue and take 
them, and he ſhould find his Alle. And the poze man 
did ſo, and alter went into the fields and paſtures fo 
looke after his Aſſe, and in ſo doing the pils wꝛonght 
ſo in his belly, that he muſt nerds go purge him, and 
went among the reds,and there caſed him, and there 
anon he found his Alſe; whereof he being very ioy- 
full, ranne into the towne, and declared that by the 
medicine that he had reteiued of the Phiſicion, hee 
had found his Aſſe. Which thing knowne, all the 
ſimple people reputed hin a very cunning man, al- 
beit he tould doe nothing but make pils. And thus 
many folkes are oft ties taken fo2 wiſe and cun⸗ 
ning, fo2 he was reputed not onely to heale all kinde 


of ſickneſles, but alſo fo giue medicines to find A 


ſes after they were loſt. | 
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Here was in a certaine towne a Widower that 

wooed a UWivow, to haue her to his Mile, e at 

the laſt they were agreed and ſure together. And 
when a young woman being feruant with the ſaid 
Middow heard thercof, ſhee tame to her Piſtreſſe 
and ſaid to her, Alas Miſtreſſe, what haue you vone? 
Why ſaid the Miſtreſſe? J haue heard ſay, ſaid the 
Maid, That he is a petilous man, fozhe lay ſo oft, 
andknew ſo much his sther wife, that ſhee died 
thereof. and J am ſo2ry therecf that you ſhonld fall 
into the like caſe. To whom the Middow anſwe- 
red and ſaid :Certainely 4 deſire to die, foz heere is 

„ nofhing but ſozrow and care in this wozld. 
| Lhis was a courteous excuſe of the 
Middow. 
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